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The Study titled An Indepth Study of the Working Pattern 
Problems and Drudgery of Women-Folk in Uttar Pradesh Hills 
was conducted by the Giri Institute of Development Studies, 
Lucknow, on behalf of ths Uttarakhand Development Department, 
Government of Uttar Pradesh, The Womenfolk of Uttarakhand, 
region are highly hard working and. have been bearing the 
brunt of work load both within as well as outside the house- 
hold since a considerable time period. This has been so 
partly on account of traditional reasons and also as a result 
of the fact that there is a high rate of migration from these 
areas of able-.bodied men to the plains in search of gainful 
employment. Consequently, women lead a life which is very 
demanding and full of drudgery, Desp»ite the fact that they 
contribute so much towards the family, they have been 
marginalised in al.( walks of life. Our study, therefore, 
attempts to analyse their working pattern so as to identify 
the problems faced by them and pinpoint the factors which 
cause monotony in thei r ■ 1 ives , . It also tries to examine 
issues feTate'd. to ' the ir awareness , outlook and perception 
about /^'theiT.j .conditions ; .and problems, The report is : the 
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outcome of a survey based study conducted in Chamoli and 
Pithoragarh districts representing Garhwai and Kumdon 
divisions respectively. Four villages were identified from 
each district and then a detailed survey of 340 women was 
conducted and this information provided the database for our 
study, she detax Is of the study and its findings are being 
presented in this report, j 
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The study was undertaken on the initiative and f inancial 
support from Uttarakhand Di.'V^<iopment .Oec<artment of U.P, 

Gove rnfTient , Ue , thereforoy express our thanks and gratitude 
to the Department for asking us to conduct this study by 
iTiaking requisite funds available for it. We would equally 
like to express our thanks to Prof, B,K, Joshi/ Director, 

Girl Institute of Development Studies, Lucknow for helping 
and providing the necessary guidance and extending the 
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CHAf=‘T'E:R I 


XlsITROOUCTXdN AND 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 


I 'in 't r o d. u. c t, :i a rn 


UoKien play a vital role in the socio-economic and 
jolitical set up of any nation. Women power at- pre = ..nt 
lonstitutea nearly half of the giobal population and ^r. c.. i 
ror one-third of the total labourforce. The contrxhution ot 
Momen towards the progress of mankind has been immense and 
they have, in one way or another contributed towards the 

•j j +K= ^a«?inies of millions of 
progress of nations and guided the desuinie 

. _ i t Kfi 1 P‘V€^1. SOCiSi 

families residing on this planet. As - 

r^I.tionship they have ter years centrlbated in maintaining 
social harnrany ar ! their contritniticn 1" 

relationship is unigue. This universal and bread role of 

„omentolK Is both interior and enterior in nature and has ot 

^nnrer^stion and recognition 
late been receiving a-etentzo.!, ape- -- 

h " th- enrietv “yomen's question today 

from every quarter ot tht socie .y. 

to the position of women 
is a:, . . . nq. . xdnge.r an issue / con . t-ne- • - 

..c- • ■ ■ 'to ettuality .^men; ;. in; 

minhTTv :,thev family or' their^ Tignts to e-^a - ^ ^ 



dif T erent 


aspects a.f soci-al life, ' It, is psarl of the total 
far > broader auesti on regarding the direction of change of 
that process,"' Women’s issues are inter fe’oven with the 
larger issues of E>eace and security, poverty and affluence, 
development and underdeveiop»r»ent and equality and inequality. 

In socially and economically developed societies, worrien 
power is being absorbed, integrated and. ass imi i iated intcs .'.,hs 
national srsainstream and have been able to discover its lost 
glory and personality. This has, however, not .been the case 
in a majority of the countries especially of Latin American, 
African and Asian descent. They are not only backward 
economies but. have also been character ised by gender 
inequality and marginalisation of women in every walk of life 
despite some recent attempts introduced at governmental and 
societal level towards the rectification of this problem. 
Much of the labour contributed by women specially in the 
domestic chores and also outside are not usually considered 
as productive. In spite of the pivotal role in farming, 
gender specific issues in technology development and 

dissimination are yet to receive the attention they need in 

most developing countries. World economic profile of women 
shows that they represent 50 per cent of the population, make 
up 30 per cent of the official labourforce, perform during 60 
par cent of al 1 working hours - re ceive 10 per cent of world 
and own ayen -Jess than one per cent of world’s 

prosperity-'' 




h3.ve Iwen wcs-rkin*^ -sillv^ys 'StlcI Bv*rywl>er^^ iri sach 
society o-f the worl-d since the begirsning of huRiia-n 
c i V 1 1 i sat i on » yomen ’ s work and skill are as old as 

hufKankind» t4amen today are paid less and have lower status 
at work than men. In spits of legislatijn and pressure from 
women's moverftsnt, equality at work vsnd status is still only a 
remote possibrL 1 ity for most women in the third world 
countries. This diialistic human deva j,apment- approach needs 
to be adds^essed in a proper ctsrepective to bring the entire 
question of gender inequality, the issue of role equity and 
role change along with proper synchronisation of governmental 
efforts in the cor!te;-<t of the development challenges facing 
the economy of these count»'ies. The need for such gender 
based equity becomes more urgent in today’s global socio- 
economic order where territorial boundaries between nations 


and territories are freely intermingling and mixin>: 


The 


concept of universal democratic order w^here social, economic 
and political democracy is to be become the order of the day 
demands a better deal at the international, national, 
regional and local levels. It would be appropriate to 
address this agenda in t-he light of efforts being made a.t- 
various levels and why ever such efforts have not brought 
about the .desired results' ,■ 




Proli f eration and sens.i't izati on of women's studies 
gained momentufTi after the ypmen "Li berat'i on fiovement in 'I^TOs 
in the yest, l-kiweverj the issue ' of ' women's development 


4. 

caught world wicit? attention -first in the year 1975 when the 
first International Conference of yomen was held in lexica In 
1975 and the decade 1975— S5 was declared as UN decade For 
women- Deyelopment of the Internat i onal Women 's Decads 
(1975-85) by the UN had initiated, deliberations at various 
forums on women"' s issue and policies have been formulated to 
integrate women into m.ainetream of development with a shift 
from the 'welfare^r ’ benef i cia^y * and 'token’ approach to 
* parti ci patory ’ develon-ment approach- Experience acquired, 
during this period inidi ca.ted how the developmentai process 
can be accelerated or decelerated by the integration and non- 
integration of the production, reproductive and household 
functions Into the development si processes. Increased 
emphasis was laid to awareness of basic rights and needs of 
women, > the role of women in development and stimulating 
activities and policy prescription along these lines in 
national and international levels. An Expert Group Nesting 
on the Role of Women in Public Life held in Vienna in Nay 
1991 agreed that women had the right and responsitiility to 
participate actively in public life and that rather than 
being seen as a tTtinority issue, equality in public life 
should be seen as an issue of democratic parity. The Expert 
Group also agreed that the perception of politics as 'male 
territory' had to be changed, as did the structures of 
politics and’ public life in order to make them more 
hospitable to women. .Since , then,. many 5essiQ''s of 

Commission on the Status of Nomen were held to bring out the 
ano mea.n.^ of Miomen deveioom.ent „ The Conventicn on the 



Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against yomen 
states that disrr imination^ "violates the principles o 
equality of rights and respect for human dignity, is 
obstacle to the participation of gsiomen, on equal terms wit 
men? in the political, social, economic and cultural life o 
their countries, hampers the growth of the prosperity of 
society and the family and makes mors difficult the. full 
deveiopment of the potantiaiitieb of woinan in the service o 
their countries and of humanity." ‘fhe role of women in 
economic activities was also brought to limieiight by the 
World Conference on .Agrarian Reforms and Rural Development 
holds in Rome in 1979. This Conference pledged for siqual 
parti ci pation for women along with men in social, economic 
and political process of rural development and equal acces 
to the benefits. 


The importance of women's parti ci pat ion was recognjise 
by the Commission on the Status of Women at its thiri,y~sixi,i! 
sessionr held at Vienna in fl-arch 1992. The Commi-ssion 
adopted by concensus a resolution expressing its conviction 
that true democracy could not .be achi eved ' wi chout the full 
participation of women and their contribution to, including 
that to decision makirtg in all spheres of life, and urging 
Governments to increase their efforts to appoint women -o al 
exbcutive decision— making bodies , in . c*ol it i cal , economic 
cultural life, so fas to,, achieve . ■ increment.al ; f ul 1 /ge 
equality,..:'itlt :als,Qf;urged;...pbii^ parties. Trade unions: and 

non-^goverhmen tai y organ ?. sa !,■' ons to vncuurage wumen- to us 


their rights^ to promote to put forward women as 
candidate? to all effective pasts and to support actively 
their election to such. p*oets„- In another resolution;. on 
preparation for the Fourth yorld Conference on women 5 Action 
for Equality,- Development and Peace <1995), the Commission 
recommended th-at the rs.gional p.reparatory conference should 
include on their agenda the issue of women in public life, 
emphasisring their role in politics -and dec isicsn— making » 

The Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against yomen at tned’4a.irobi (1985) Forward - 
looking strategies for Adv-an cement o-:' tiomen to. the year EOOO 
reflect the significance th-at the United KSations attached to 
the importance of siquaiity as part of the process of the 
advancement of women. The Fourth World Conference on Women s 
Action for Equality, Development and Peace will be held at 
Beijing, China from 4 to 15 September 1995, The task of the 
1995 Congress is to review and appraise a UfM document 
strategies for Advancement of Women in the year SOOO, drafted 
by the Third World Women’s Congress held in 19S5 in Nairobi, 
The Commission on the Status of Women is the preparatory body 
for the Conference and, as such, discussed organisational and 
substantive Issues pertaining to the Conference and its 
preparations a.t Its thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth sessions., 

Beside these major World Conferences an women, scores g*- 
seminvars, conferences and commi ss i ons have been set up ■■Vom 
time to time to highlight the: pro.falem related with women's 





deve .n,f pment and ths themes are »A«3.de ranging -Prom women 
5pe--ii ic po.licie-!3 t,o humari o.eve 5. Qpirient prescription. 
issues and concern raised through these platforms have wide 
ranging implications, and countries have made varying- degree-; 
op progress .n this regard. !he progress and, perPorfsance of 
deveiopr.ng countrie-=. in this regard has been more dismal, 
especially those Prom African. Latin American and South Asian 
regions. Four indicators, namely, education, employment, 
nutrition and health are considered as major inputs for women 
development- Considerab.*. e disparities and di'scr iminat ion in 
access to ■.-he.ie vital inputs regarding women empowertBent- 
continue to persist at both micro and macro levels in the 
developing countries. 



yomen do not form a. homogeneous group and in a coruntry 
of India's sise characterised fey wide diversity and. 
complexity the task of uniform policy making does not fully 
-match the regional reguirement of womenfolk- The 

Constitution of our country rests on the four fundament.aJ. 
pillars of s 


Just i ce 
Liberty 

Equality ’ 
Fraternity, 


srcial, economic anc. poJ.iticalr 

of thought, expression, belief, faith and 
wo r s h ip; 

of status ..and o.Dportunity ; and, . 

assuring the dignity of the individual .and 
unity of the nation. 


To at tain '■ th.es.e .hat i o-nal ■; obj act ives r ce rta.in . pos i t i ve , r i gh is , 
vis..; reedo'm of ; of. Ilfs and personal 


liberty 


arid negative rights .such as prohibition of 
discriminatiors j or denial of egual protsction are embodied in 
the directive pirinciples of the ConstitutioTi = Further 
special. attention been- given to the needs and prob^iems of 
women as state can make any law under article 15(3) relating 
to women and children in order to alleviate and improve their 
status^ Besides these Constitutional safeguards which 
applies equally to all citizens and the specific legislations 
which state can make for the weaker sections including women 
and childrenr the entire women specific development ekercise 
is sought to be achieved through approririate state 
legislation made from time to time. This socio-economz c and 
political transformation incorporating a whole gatriut of 
gender issues is being pursued in through various Five Year 
Plans and related women specific legislation. In the decade 
of Eighties and Nineties the pace of such women specific 
policies have gathered additionai momentum as a result of 
global awareness in this front. The liexico declaration and 
the report of National Committee on Status of i^iomen can be 
considered as the benchmark for such women s^oecific 
legislation. This has been sucupiemen ted and com piemen ted by 
the administrative set up under various ministries at Central 
and State levels and the 'work carried fay various Ministriesy 
Agencies? 'wcrkmo crcupST cc-nris fan ces ? committees ana 
seminars . 

The hiationai Coriwitt-ee on the Status of yomerf in India 
(1974) examined the whole issue relating to the rights 


B. i i Ct 
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sf.acus of m the context of social and economic 

condition preva3.1in<2 in the country, Some of its terms and 
f- gi ■f' (3 f g;r! ces were s 


1, to SKamine the Constitutional ^ legal and administrati vs 
provisions that have a hearing on social status of 
women, their educatio.n and employment j 

to assess the impact of these provisions during the two 
decades on the status of women in the cauntry, 
par t i cu j.ar ly in the rural sector and to suggest fT'Ore 
effective programmes; 

3. to examine the status of women as housewives and mothers 
in the changing social' pattern and their problems in the 
sphere of further education and employment? 

4, to consider the deve 1 op*ir*ent of education among won-j&n and 
to determine the factors responsible for slow* progress 
in this regard; 

3, to suggest any other measures which would enable women 
to play their full and proper role in building the 
nation . 

The publication of final report of this Committee formed 
the 'basis of administrative set up under various Ministries 
and;' Departments under the Gevernment ..of India,’ The various 
es tabi'ishmehts .and ;■ ths l ;wo.r,k ,:;car:r^^^ far is described 


A yomsn Cell <^b.s established in the Ministry of Labour 
and Employment in 1975. A national plan of action for ‘ji^oriven 
based on the recommendation and guidelines of UN’s World Plan 
of Action was soon formulated. The Women's Welfare and 
Development Bureau, was established in the Ministry of Social 
Welfare to serve the National Committee on Women and to act 
as the nodal agency within the government to coordinate 
policies and programmes and initiate 5trateg.ies for women's 
deveiopiment . The Advisory Committee on the Status on Women 
(1977) demanded, policy changes to assess th.e c>rocess by which 
women were .becoming di spsnsabie . 

The Working Group* on Empiloyment of Women set up under 
the Fianning. Commission pointed, out tne inability of women to 
seek services and assistance programmsis oPf.ared by Government 
and. semi— government institutions;, lack of awareness amonig 
institutions about the need t>o promote employment of women, 
tendency of economically powerful organisation to sabotage 
resource's earmarked for women and failure of technological 
iTtoderni sation of several Industries in expanding err!C<loym©nt 
opportunities for Mfomen. The Group su^ggested. earmarking of 
funds in sectoral plans, increasin *3 their .oarti ci pation in 
decision m3.king process and collecting mi cro— level data on 
emt:*l*3yment conditions, unemployment situ-ation and skill 
profile .of local women. The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development set up a working group of Village Level 
Organisation of Rural Women. It- identified the needs of 
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rural women, objectives of Mahila Mandal and their 
involvement in rural development, promotion, strengthening 
and training of youth organisations for participation in 
rural development programmes and the role of the block, 
district and state level fun,c.tionnaries for programmes and 
their trad.ning. The recommendation of Mini.stry of 
Agriculture and Irrigation on the role and participation of 
women in rural development focussed on treating rural women 
as beneficiaries of all rural and agricultural programmes, 
provisions of essential support services for rural women, 
promotion of programmes and appropriate technology to reduce 
domestic drudgery, improve local environment and recognise 
women's claim to land ownership. It suggested provision of 
village level organisation and rural women and representation 
of rural women in policy formulation, decision-making and ' 
advisory bodies at all levels. 

The Ministry of Education initiated a National Adult 
Education Programme (NAEP) for women who constituted the 
majority of adult illiterates and appointed a special 
committee to advise on adult education programme for women. 
The National Policy on Education (1986) envisaged education 
as an agent of change in the status of women. It is expected 
to ^ play a positive role in women empowerment through the 
development of new values by laying special emphasis on 
refashioned curricula, teachers training, gender studies and 
creating awareness among younger generation of females. The,,,.. 

fommittee on Self -Employed Women (1987) in its 
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report "ShrarTi yakt-j.” fioirstsd t-Gs,‘?ards the invisible 
represent-e.t- i on qt wossen ;.~i novemfTserstaj. prografiiSTfes at ail 
levels and inssns i t ivit-j^ .on, the c»art -of governnrsent officials 
towards .unus rsta.nding t'he needs an-d prohierfts of poor vmrking 
women in the ur!orga.nissd sector. Similarly a working group 
under the Ministry of Soci-al ysifars was set up to review the 
eKtent of partici patio.n of w.omeri in scientific 5 5t.aBl i shments 
at various levels and suggest measures for facilitating 
greater irsvol vement of women in science and technology. The 
need, to utilisie science and techmoiogy for improving the 
quality of life of rural women is urgent arsd this was sought 
to be achieved through low cost efficj.ent fuel system,, 
household solar cookers, solar drying equipment, simple 
technologies for household work, planting of energy forests, 
coal ut 11 i'zation , energy con ser^'at ion, etc^ 


The National Perspective Plan for Nomen < i9SS-?.000 AD) 
evaluated the impact of developmental p*le.ns and programmes 
and focussed on strategies resp^onsive enough to meet women’s f 

need. It pointed out that material poverty was due to 
several constraints which imposed hard-hips on growing girls ' 
and. women. It also reviewed the situation of women in rural 
development, agriculture, .employment, supportive services, 
education, he-alth, legislatiorr, political part i ci pation and ; 

voluntary action whil.a r.ecommendirsg inter— 1 inked str-ategies 
towards overall (isyejopmerst of women. The Department- of 



Women and 


Commi 


at stats level.. Stats Social Welfare Advisory Board are sorfte 
other agencies through which woffien specific policies ars 
being run at both Central and. Stats levels. More recently, 
the Na.tionai Commission on Women has been set up. The 
Commission is to look into matters like adequate protection 
to women through several governmentaj. programmes besides 
suggesting remedial measures to meet a.ny inadequacies and 
short cofTfings in tne existin.g laws. It would also inquir.e 
into specific problem-s arising out of discrimination and 
atrocities on women., identify the constraints and recommend 
strategies for their removal. Similarly state level, WDmen’'5 
Commissions are also to be established. The Rashtriya Mahila 
Kosh <1993) is serving the credit requi rament s of the rural 
women through a credit delivery mechanism that is simple, 
cliert friendly and involves minimal procedures. The Kosh 
extends funds through NGQs in the form of self help groups to 
the poor women in rural and ur.ban areas. 

The ea.rlier planning literature emphasised the welfare 
aspects rr''lected to women by providing support and extension 
services which had only a marginal imp>act ors the cosimDTi rural 
women f Cfl as such policies and p»’c* grammes did not effectively 
filter into the rural areas. A mors realistic view was taken 
by the planners in the light of this shortcoming and the 
develojornuntal dimension of women was given a new look in the 
form of individuaiistic approach at the time of launching the 
S.i:<th Five Year Plan, The strategies identified as a special 
componeht for women's':' development. we.rs ecanomic. independence,. 


educational advaricefTiSnt and. heal tfi cars and -family planning* 
The issue of women sguity and empowerment were sought to be 
achieved through creating awareness in income about their 
rights and privileges and training them for economic activity 
and employment r. The Seventh Plan envisaged the establ i shment 
of mors , polytechni cs for women to promote their technical and 
vocational skills. Moreover, in the Plan a new scheme c-alled 
"Women’s Development Corporation" w-as mooted to help the 
women in finance,, proiect -forr^uiation and implementation. 
Women’s Development Plarniing and Monitoring Cell were 
proposed to set up for .dat-a 'colAection and monitoring of Plan 
prog rafTimes , ” ' Other issue-s guiding- the Bevehth Plan >were 
assessed to land resource-s <.i oint t it ies ) , various supporting 
mechanism and womien’s access to them like marketinpy creditj 
technical and managerial access. Women’s work contribution 
and drudgery also find, a mention. The Eighth Plan has added 
a regional dimension to the gender issue and the whole issue 
so far neglected, is now to be addressed through 
decentralised planning involving local efforts. The 
associated social a.nd inf rastructure services are to be 
extended to the grass root level through an integrated policy 
package at .block or village level. 

\ 

In these years .both role equity and role change are 
.being synch ronised at one and the same time to arrive at an 
optirfium solution,.' ’The emphasis, on 30 per c-ent women 
representa'i;. inn is 'Sufficient-, i-ndicator to prove the 
wiliir.gness of the government to ■ give wDjrren a fair shar-s in 


° --omomic policies for their own hetterfr-ent = 

Horsover, thi*; l fani « i _ 

, IS available to local level 

democratic inst ^ 

•Like Pancnayavi Raj and other local 

levs.l. bodies^ Besides the efforts 

f jf a.v riars ievei, women issue 

has been addressed th<'n5snh *•-0 

-S 3 h t,!-;s pU!-suat of women specific 

policies also. & t -. 1= -i * . 

, - -Ti..- more ,han sixty women specific 

schemes for the deyoinr,mor.t 

- -,jrr,-ns:. o.- women are in operation, though 

it IS a different mat top- tKaf-,+ +.- 

at the rural level the 

awareness of wom-^n ‘■■■n tn-ic • , 

.n .Mit. .ron. IS only marginal and the 

entire exerctssi nf ... 

.,a^rc uoiiries h-ave not yielded, the 

desired tesult.. Amono the ms.-inr -mn- ». • 

.-,._..,ur proyt tamFfis-s being pursued at 

present, mention can be made of Development of Women and 

Children in Rura.l Areas (DWCRA), Rural uandless Employment 

Guarantee Programme (RLEGP >, Integrated Rural . Development 

Programme (IRDP)., Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment 

iTR^SEM), Mahila Samakhya, Science and Technology for Women, 

yomen Entrepreneurshi p Programme, Condensed Courses of 

Education for Adult Women and Vocational Tr.aining„ 

Entrepreneurial Development Programme, Aanganwadi and 

Bal.badi, Nutrition Programme, etc. These schemes and 

programmes are being operated through various departments and 

ministries of Government of lodi&r viz.. Rural Development, ■ 

Labour , Sc.isnce and Technology, Women end Child. Development, 

Industries, Education, Agriculture, Social Welfare, etc. 

However, .most of these Ciirogramnies have been character issd .bv 

poor coordination, work duoii cation, inadequate regional 

reach -and poor identification of beneficiaries. 


Since women, in general, and rural women in particular 
are under privileged on all social, economic and political 
fronts, it leads to their misery in the form of their 
discrimirsa.tian, ex loitation and oppression in the male 
dominated world. In the rural areas, the traditions and 
values also restrict wonver5'’s lives, hehaviour and work 
opportunities. The religioas ncfrms, cast rules, poverty, 
social taboos and class values seek to confine women to 
traditional work, roles and. opportunities It seems 
imperative to increase their part ci pation at the decision 
making levels, .because without' t.heir v»si»::e being heard, the 
changes they need in employment, health and education may not 
materialise in their favour. Given such a state of 

development affairs and a vcu-iety of regional development 
issue, croppiTvg a't the national level which have widespread 
implications for the political economy of the region and 'the 
social fabric of the society it was thought appropriate to 
take this gender issue to the political economy of UnF', Hills 
such work has still not beer attempted in proper 
perspective. The entire gender issues in the hill region are 
being explored in the light of the current economic and 
paiitical climate prevailing at present - 

Historically, the sustained labour of women have been 
the pivot of the hill village economy. The cultural and 
ethical tradition .guided fay patriarchial consideration which 
by : and' : large marginalises ..the. womenfolk and • passes 


disproporXicnatt. gaips to >nen is one of the major areas ft^hich 
is beifjg loiikeo. lol-a j.rt this study, "Womerv cisrist i tuts the 
ahackhoFis of the Himalayan esonomi c . syst-am of U,P. as hill 
agriculture IS afesolu.tsly dependent on them- Women generally 
ifc<c.rk more than 15 hours a da.y, attending to agricultural 
systsfTir cattles-,, collection o^- fuel, fodder and water as well 
as the normal duties within their homes. To outsiders these 
womens are often perceived as being oppresses! by the *iomirsant 
males. However, a proper understanding of the status of 
women ne 'cess itate an indepth analysis of the role of v/omen 
from cultural perspectives. The hard work of the hill women 
can .be interpreted, as their enterprising nature based on 
culture and community perception of shared need. It could .be 
considered as an adaptable rel-at ionshi p between the 
corntmunities and their environment depiendent on demographic 
and social cultural structures, " yomen’s socio-economi'c 
contribution towards family and the community is highly 
significant but the reciprocal benefits conferred on them are 
disproportionate, Women undoubtedly play a. unique role in 
the socio-economic ^et up of the hill economy, ‘^Politicai 
economy and gender are integrally inter related, since we 
cannot understand gender until we find its roots in the 
structure of relations of -, hum-sn being to the material base-, 

is 

more , to \ t-he' ; pbint, -at. ;■ this,":, j.uri-cture , we . , go -not fulTiy 
understand Do i itica'i ecnnnmv that- .noKiis , of reiaticihs ot 
society' to the material-^fease': Without: incor porat in-Q genders as 


s-ociety 

possifej.e. 

What 

i un e ture , 

we . , GO -1 

[iqt f 


part of This close connection betv/een the political 

economy and gender is not difficult to locate as a high 
proportion of female workers in hill is found in agriculture 
which forms a major source of livelihood for the families. 
Further the female contribution in household work and in 
procuring energy Lased inf rastructure vital for running the 
kitchen and family is a major issue which Is addressed in the 
study. In fact the immense contribution of rural hill women 
needs a fresh review in the light of their overall social 
economic status, awareness, outlook and perception which have 
so far by and large been unsatls- f actor i ly attended. kJomen 
from these hill regions are “consciously struggling with the 
inequitable burdens they and other women bear in relation to 
their livelihood, their -»olit3.cai voica, their 'autonomy 
within their bodies and their lives. These burdens are 



increasingly understood as being cent inuously iiripdsed on them 

by systems that support the subordination of women, both to 

•to 

men and. in a large sens 3.“ ' What is the exact nature of 
such work .burdan and th.e drudgery associated with it, visible 
or invisible is being examined in the light of the total 
conoiiiic inputs conferred to woraenfolk and the 
they give < production/reproduction) , The 
ances at the deliverance level existing at 
societal and governmental levels which can 


policy proposals nr-. 

• -. V.,, ..s,e .inaings on this study hav^ 
been ^ada i ch ran ae h = i , . , . . . .. 

---.-^ j... mL...igating this drudoery 
probloir,, ...,■, 


Scope, ObJeclivsB and Me^hc.dol 




lf ..5 study Sfonsorpcl !,y Uttarakhand Davalopmenr 

Oepart.ant, Cov.rn.ant o. Uttar Pradash, with tha ai„ 
eka^nlng the day to day working pattern of rurai war, an and 
prohiao,, associated «th their work in the mu reoion of 
U.p. The present study is, therefore, confined to Hill 
resion consisting of eight districts, vis. Uttarkasni .. 
Chacou, Garhwal, Tehri Garhwai and Behradun in the Garnwal 
Division, and Hainital, Almora and Plthoragarh in the Kumaon 
Division. The study was conducted Oy the Giri Institute of 
Develops, ent Studies, Lucknow. One district each from the two 
divisions was, therefore, selected for the purpose 
study. 


of the 


The MaxTi ■OhJe'cTi'v® o-F the B^tAciy 


The study was conducted with the following broad 


objectives : 


to analyse the pattern of i^ork participation among \womsn 
as well as men irs the hiil region 5 


g. to study the contribution of women in the economic 
non-economi c activities of the household? 


ahd 


to SKamine 
development 
for thei»-' he 
religious and 
oa r t i c i oat ion i n 


he level of csarti expat ion of women in the 
pr jrammes being imp}. T:ented by Government 
terment a.iid to find out the socio— economi c^ 
cultural constraints 
t h e s e Dr o q r amrrse s j 


4. to comp'are 
households 


o r .< 


den OTs 


t h e 1 e V e 1 of 
from where 
against the women of the household Miit 
to identify the factors responsible fo 
women; h. to analyse the seasonal 


and 


in their 

men in • 

the 

migrate 

■0.S 

i grants 

m 

drudgery 

on 

locat i Q 

nal 

members j 
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to eMamine the perception of women towards their socio- 
econoiTiic conditions, status and life pattern. S. to 
suggest suitable ways through which the conditions of 
women can be improved without disturbing the fasTsily 
income and the ecological balance of the region. 


The study, being empirical In nature., required a 
considerable data base and part of this was collected from 
secondary sources while a major proportion was gathered 
throu»gh interviews of some 340 women respondents with the 
help of a structured questionnaire specially designed for 
this purpose. This formed the basis of primary data arsd it 
was further supplemented and co.mpl emented from other sources, 
vis. officials of blocks. Gram Pradhansr NGOs , etc. The 
major portion of the study is .based on primary information 
collected by trained field Investigators, A detailed 
analysis pertaining to working pattern of womenfolk irs plural 
areas ano. i-heir specific problem of outward drudgery has been 
made. An inoepth study c?n at-atus , awareness , outlook arsd 
perception o" the '-” 0 menf glk ■ has also been attempted. 


The focus of the study beiog the study of the rural 
women, the selection of the districts was done by taking into 
cons i deration the highest female work parti ci pation rate. 
Initially^ the two districts, viz. Uttarkashi and Garhwal 
diyision and Fithoragarh in Kumaon division were selected on 
the uasis of highest female work part icip<at ion rats. 
However, in Garhwal division, district Chamoli (which is the 
second district in Garhwal division which has highest female 
work participation rate) was finally chosen for the purpose 
of survey work. This was done because of the recent, 
earthquake (October 20, 1991) in district Uttarkashi, which 
disturbed the entire working pattern in the rural areas of 
the district as a result of damages in all the economic 
sectors and socio-economic inf rastructurai facilities. The 
normal behaviour of the life pattern has also been ctsanged 
due to this natural calamity. Thus two districts Chamoli and. 
Pithoragarh were finally selected as representative districts 
for the field survey. 

The seiectior of Develcpmen Blocks in . these 
representative districts was mads by taking the criterion of 
some developmer7t indicators such as female literacy rate. In 
each sample district, two Bevelopment Blocks (one block 
having hisgriest female literacy rate and other having lowest 
female literacy Tate) v?erg seiected. In this Way four 
Development Blocks, ha^mely. .Karnprsy-ag -and. Ghat icf district 




. B.V Li 


*3 -a 


thc-ragarh and Champawat irs F'ithoragarh district 


Chamo 1 i 


a r ss. 


ware selected. Secause of a general strike irs Its hill 
and nan-'coa pe rat i Of! of staff in Ghat d.evelop5r!ent Dlock, wa 
were forced to drop this block and we selected Joshimath 
develo present block instead. 

For the purpose of saiection of sample villages, aSi the 
villages in each se?tecte'd Developtment Block were listed out 
from the block office and the vlilaods were classified into 
two categories — upland villages and land villages. From 

each category, one village was selected on the basis of 
random sampling. Although, eight vil-lages (two villages from 
each selected Es-avelopmerf i Block) from two representative 
districts were identified ?or tr-e .purpt-se of survey. The 
name of representative districts, seiscteo development blocks 
and the sample villages nave been given below : 


District Gelef ted Develop-- Gampie Vil 

ment blocks 

GhafFsoll Joshimath Panneygaon 

Barag-aon 

Karn Prayag Langasu 

Jhirkoti 

Pithora.garh i tho ra.garh Chhana 

Devat 

Champawat Chaura Raj 

Kharkarki 


The househ-olds in each selected viila>3e were enumeratsu 
ther, the households in sample villages were classifisci 


Mo, of Sarfipl.e 
Households 


4-0 




4‘H 


pur 


45 


and 


into 


tufo 


f~> 

“ miyranc. hijuseha’, ds (fron’i whe-re soniB nvale 

!r!embP:r has rfiigrated.) anc non— mi q rant- hoasahoids {-Troia whera 

no male member has rriigrated). Again the households in each 

group were listed according to the sise of land holding as 

well as social gr ups. On the basis of stratified randcHTi 

/ 

samplingr the households were proport ionatsly selected from 
each group of households. Accordingly , the selected 
households were surveyed and detailed information was. 
collected from one working woman in each of the selected 
households through a structured questionnaire. It was 
proposed that a minimum of 25 households or a ffraximum" of 50 
households would be selected frorri each selected village. 
Thus altogether 340 households, 160 froro district Chamoli and 
160 from distr,ict Pithoragarh were chosen. Inf ormat ions 
thereby collected from women was further supplemented through 
personal observation, group discussions with local people 
especially women groups and from voluntary organisations 
active in the respective areas. The field survey was done by 
the female investigators and the survey was conducted during 
the months of June 1994 to November 1994. 
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CHAP^TEP*: XX 

MXL.t_ ecowoltnv and thie aoi~el op womhin 


The Hill Region o£ Uttar Pt'ad.e«h is located in the 
north" western part of the state. Tt>e region is divided into 
two adiTji n i 5 1 re t i V e divi sions? vis.y the KuETtson Division and 
the Garhwal Division, It comorises altogether eight 
districts, vis. Aimora, NalnitaX and Fithoragarh failing in 
Kumaon Division and ChamoXi, Uttarakashi, Tehri Garhwal, 
Pauri Garhwal artd Dshradun falling in Garhwal Division. The 
Hill Region of iJttar Pradesh lies between 2S° 51* and 31*^ '?D'' 
Worth latitudes and 00’ and SI® 03* East longitudes- As 
the name indicates the region is hiXly except for a few plain 
areas between the redges and the Su.b~Hxmala.yan plateau in 
Oehradun and Nainital districts- It lies mainly in the 
greater and. lesser Himalayas and partly in the Sub~Himalayan 
region. in general it has a ragged topography of terf;-ain and 
some areas in high altitudes are inaccessible. Its altitude 
ranges between 300 to 7300 metres above the mean sea level- 
However. f-'-om the point of view of flora and fauna, this 
of ttKe : riche India. In respiect of 
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ragiorij. thus eticorrioas ses the districts of Almora, Pi tnoragarh 
Uttarakashir Chasrsoli, Paurl Garhwai Tehri Garhwai with the 
tehsils of Chakrata. in Dehradun and the Nainital tehsii irj 
district Wainital, 


Due to the undulating topQ» 3 raphy uniformity’ in agro-- 
cXimatic conditions are rarsly observed. There exist wide 
variations in altitude, rainfallr vegetation, soil struciurs, 
density of population, etc. excec't in the plains of Nainital 
and Dehradun districts. Because of the highly undulating 
to P'OQraT'by of the ^'eglon and a. large area under fC'rests the 
options In land use are severely limitsd. 

2 . i ■ 0 e m o d r a . p h i c F a a tures ang Dccapetion 


Acrordi no to uensus.* tne areT;:* and pop*ula.t ion urEe 

Hi3i reolon of tiEe state is 5-l,‘1E5 5*g» kp-fES. and anout 59.27 
lakhs ' canst i tut i rug 17;«9S per cerst and 4,26 per c.ent o-f the 
staters area arfsi the population , resp'sctiyely, m me t-?5't-a.v 
population O’f thf? reigion, the male population is Buiiicta'p arE*;;. 
female ooouiatliDn is 2:594305; About 76.30 per cent oF 


»; r'E e 


population in "Hill region live in 1S166 villages. The growth 
rate of population has been 22,55 per cent in 1991 over 1981 
in the region with variations in the districts. The growth 
rate is registered 6.90 per cent in district Pauri Garhwai 
and 35.44 per cent in district Nainital. While the growth 
rate of population in the stats has been 25.48 per cent over 
the same period (Table 2.1). Districts like, Almora, 
Pithoragarh, Tehri Garhwai and Pauri Garhwai witnessed 
population growth below the average rate of the Hill region's 
population growth. The Hill region of U.P. is sparsely 
populated, its density being only 116 persons per sg. kms. as 
against the average density of 473 for the state. The 
district-wise density of the region varies from 30 in 
Uttarkashi to 332 in Dehradun (Table 2.2). The density of 
population is recoraed-lowest in Uttarkashi, Pithoragarh and 
Chamoii in the state. The sex'* ratio in the region is 
relatively higher compared tc that of the state, being 955 
females per 1000 males in the Hill region as against 879 for 
the state. The sex ratio is more than 1000 females for 1000 
males, in Almora, Chamoii, tehri Garhwai and Pauri Garhwai 
districts of the region. It is, however, below 900 in 
Wainital and Dehradun districts. The Scheduled Castes and 
Tribes population in the region is 16.70 per cent and 3.54 
par cent respsetiveiy as compared to the respective 
percentages of 21.00 and 0.20 for the state, the total 
percentage of the two categories taken together being 20.24 
per cant in Hill region compared to 21.20 per cent in the 


Mis 2J 5 Sistriet-wise Pspaktiisn ia Hill Bistficts sf lj.F.. TOI 


Bistrict Total Papulatioii Sarai Papulation Urisaa Papulation Bscafe! 

pgpala- 

Total Pale miaie Total Male Feaale Total Male Fsaale tian 

growth 

rate 

C'81-91S 


Aleara 

mi£i7 

mmm 

435717 

783110 

3?(K1?4 

413036 

S507 

30SH6 

22681 

10.57 

Hainital 

mam 

823798 

716376 

103^10 

550781 

486429 

502964 

273017 

229947 

ffi.44 

Pittioraprh 


E55F.9? 

E81111 

524295 

261674 

262iS1 

42113 

m3 

18490 

15.75 

Uttarkashi 

239739 

1S497S 

114731 

222448 

114723 

107725- 

17261 

10255 

7006 

S.65 

Chasali 

45487i 

227131 

227740 

414^1 

2(S16§ 

212163 

40540 

24963 

15577 

25.00 

Tehri Garhsal 

mm 

EB1934 

295219 

547258 

£60889 

286369 

32895 

E1045 

11850 

16.46 

Dehrato 

1025679 

556432 

46924? 

510199 

274112 

236087 

515480 

2S2320 

233160 

34.68 

Pauri Garhsal 

682535 

331371 

»1164 

601353 

283753 

3176(KS 

811S2 

47618 

33564 

6.90 

latal sf Mill 
Region 

5^6146 

3Q31S41 

2894305 

4640204 

2318174 


1285942 

713667 

572275 

ffi.55 

Uttar Pradesh 

139112287 

71036957 lMJ5m mmSJZ 59197138 52309234 276(S?15 14839819 i276«)96 

25.48 


Ssafta : Satistic^ ®iary fm, iEt-arasscfeal, U,?». Stats Isstitate, Latfeiw, i.F. 
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state (Table 2.2). Variations have been observed in the 
proportion of Scheduled Castes and Tribes population among 
the districts of Hill region. It is lowest 13,74 per cent in 
Pauri Garhwal district and it is highest ,53.74 per cent in 
Uttarkashi. 


The level of literacy in the Hill region is higher than 
that of the state, both for males and females, as well as the 
average, being 75.51 per cent for the males, 4S.S7 per cent 
for the females and. 59, 5S per cent for the region, compared 
to 55.73 per cent, 25.31 per cent and 41,60 per cent for the 
state respectively (Table 2.2),. The literacy level in 
Chamoli (61.08 per cent).. Dehradun (69.50 per cent) and ?.auri 
Garhwal (63.35 per cent) districts is above that of the Hill 
region. But in districts like, Aimora, Pithoragarh 
Uttarkashi, Chamoli and Tehri Garhwal, the literacy rate 
among female population is recorded lower than the average 
literacy rats of females in the region. The figures of 1991 
census regarding literacy r-ate among fem-ale population in 
rural areas indic-ated that the female literacy rats in Hill 
region is substant ial ly higher than that of the state average 
(Table 2,2). In Hill region, 37.05 per cent of the female 
pof'uiation in rural, areas is counteo as literate compared to 
19,02 per cent for the state. The female literacy rate in 
countryside is hioher m all the aistricvs of th.e region as 
comoar.ed to the state average. It is as low as 20.66 pier 
cent in district Uttarkashi and as high as 47.08 per cent in 
district Pauri Garhwai. 




Table E.2 s De-nggr a phic Charact er istics in Hi ll Dis tri cts of U.p. 


District 

% of 
Rural 
Popula 
tion 

Bsh 

Ratio 

Density 
of Popu- 
lation 

7. of 

SC 

7 of 
ST 

Literacy Rate 

Total Hals . Female 

Female 
Literacy 
Rats in 
Rural 
Area 

Alsnora 

93 = 6 

1086 

155 

22.02 

0.33 

58.66 

79.96 

39.60 

37.31 

Nainital 

67.3 

870 

227 

15.80 

5.84 

56.52 

67.88 

43.19 

37.55 

Pithoragarh 

92,6 

985 

64 

20.45 

3.23 

59.01 

79.44 

38.37 

35.69 

Uttarkashi 

92. a 

918 

30 

22.78 

0.96 

47.23 

68.74 

23.57 

20.66 

Chamoli 

9'1.1 

1003 

50 

17.49 

2.26 

61.08 

82.01 

40.37 

38.35 

Tshri GarhwaJ. 

94.3 

1058 

131 

14.20 

0.11 

48.38 

72,10 

26.41 

24.79 

Dehradun 

49.7 

843 

332 

13.40 

8.20 

69.50 

77.95 

59.26 

44.39 

Pauri Garhwal 

83.1 

1060 

126 

13.52 

0.22 

63.35 

82.46 

49.44 

47.08 

Hill Region 

73.3 

955 

116 

16.70 

3.54 

59.58 

75.51 

42.87 

37.05 

Uttar Pradesh 

80.2 

879 

473 

21 .00 

0.20 

41.60 

.55.73 

25.31 

19.02 


Source ' i'. CsTiSus of India, Serise 1, Paper 2 of 199E, Final Population Totals. 

2. Statistical Diary, 1993, Uttaranchal, U.P., State Planning Institute, 
Lucknow, U.F. 
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About 7S.30 p<sf cent o£ the total populatimi in “the 
region live in rural areas compared to 80.16 per cent in the 
state. However, in district Nainital and Dehradun, about 
67.30 p>er cent and 49.70 per cent of their respective total 
population reside in rural areas. In the other districts of 
the region, the proportion of the rural population is 
substantially higher than the state average (Table S.S) . The 
percentage of main workers in the population is recorded 

higher in the Hill region compared to the state average, 

being 36.33 per cent in Hill region and H9.73 per cent in the 
state. Similarly, the proportion of main workers in the 
total population is found higher in all the districts of the 
region than the state's average (Table S.3>. It varies from 
31.90 ■ per cent in Pauri Garhwal to 48.00 per ’ cent, ' in 

Uttarkashi » ' One important .characteristic feature of the Hill, 
districts is the presence of a substantial high proportion of 
females workers in workforce. The relatively high proportion 
of females in the workforce in the Hill region, however, does 
not indicate better life. On the contrary, it only depicts 
their servitude to the hard economic life of their habitate. 
Women in general are engaged in low productivity activities 
in the primary sector. The work participation rate among 
.females is constituted.'substaril-lally higher (25..62 per cent) 
in the Hill region r-jmeared io state average (7.45 per cent). 
However, in the Hill region the main workers among males is 
6.'61., .pej' cent 'whi.ch, is 'Comparatively lower than 


constituted 





Table E.3 .i Distr ict--wise Population, Main Workers and Harairsal 
Workers in HillT^eqion of Uttar Pradesh, 1991 


(No, in Thousands) 


District 

Total Popula- 
tion 

Main Workers 

Ha r g i na 1 
Workers 

Total 

Workers 


Hale Female 

Male Female 

Hale Female 

Hale 

Female 



Census of India, 1991 


Almora 

400.9 

435.7 

Mainital 

823 o 8 

716.4 

Pithoragarh 

285.3 

ES1.1 

Uttarkashi 

124.9 

1 1 4.7 

Chamoli 

227.1 

227 .7 

Tehri Garhwal 

281.9 

298.2 

Dehradun 

556.4 

469.2 

Pauri Garhwal 

321.4 

351.2 

Hill Region 

3031.8 

2-.. 94 . 3 

Uttar Pradesh 

74037 

65075 


167.8 16S.,7 1Q.0 47.4 177.6 E16. 1 

(41.65) (36.72) (2.49) ( 10.88) (44.35) (49,60) 

412.6 65,7 20,0 75.9 432.6 161.6 

(50 ..QS) ( 11,96) (2.42) ( 10,59) (52.51X22.56) 


.8 102.6 


5.9 


!6.5 135.7 139.1 


(45,49) (36.50) (2,08) ( 12.98) (47.56X49.48) 

63.4 51.6 1.6 4.8 65.0 56.4 

(50.76X44.99X 1 .2SX 4.18X52.04X49.17) 

101.7 90. 7 3.0 17,9 104.7 108.6 

(44.78) (39.83) (1.32) ( 7.86) (46.10X47.69) 

121,2 106.5 3.9 29.2 125.1 137.7 

(42,99 X 36.38) (1.38) ( 9.79) (44.38 X 46.18) 

281.9 50.7 3.2 16.5 285.1 69.2 

(50.66) (10.80X0.57) ( 3.94X51.24X14.75) 

134.7 83.1 4.5 46.9 139.2 130.0 

(40.64) (23.66) ( 1 .36X 13.35) (42,00) (37.01) 

1413.1 741.6 52.1 227.1 1465.2 1018.7 

<46.61X25.62) (1.72) ( 9.73) (48.33) (37.01) 

36510 4851 270 3169 367S0 6020 

(49.31) ( 7.45) (0.36) ( 4.37) (49.6aX 12.32) 


Source ’ 1. Statistical Diary, U.P., 1993, Economic and Statistics 
Department, State Planning Institute, Lucknow, U.P. 

2. Statistical Diary, Uttaranchal , 1993, Department of 
Uttaranchal, State Planning Institute, Lucknow, U.?. 



4-y.3i pet- cent in the state (Table H.3) » Sin^xlarly the 
mcsrgitiat workers aiuong female population is also registered 
highef as compared to the state as a whole. The proportion 
of main workers among females is recorded considerably lower 
xn the districts of Nainital and Dehradun where the 
resp>ecT,ivs percentages of female main workers are i1.96 and 
10.80. Among the districts of Hill region, the female work 
par t i c i pat ion rate (as mam workers) is recorded highest 
about 4i8 per cent in Uttarkashi. It is 38.72 per cent in 
district Almora, 36.50 per cent in Pithoragarh, 39.83 per 
cent in Chamoli, 36.38 per cent in tehri Garhwal and 23.66 
per cent irs Pauri Garhwal (Table 2.3), The marginal workers 
in female population is recorded above the average of the 
region in districts like Almora, Nainital, Pithoragarh, Tehri 
Garhwal and Pauri Garhwal , 

The major source of occupation and livelihood in the 
Hill region is agriculture. About 64.53 per cent of the 
total main workers in this region are engaged in agriculture, 
in comparison to 72.20 per cent of the total main workers of 
the state. Dus to undulating topography and the prevalence 
of the traditional methods of cultivation, agriculture in 
hills is highly labour-intensive. This is reflected in a 
high percentage of workers in the population in the Hill 
districts of the region. In the two sub-Himalayan districts 
of Nainital and Dehradun, where the land surface is plairi and 
the soil is fertile and ;modern teehniquss of cultivatior; are 
in use, the percentage of workers in the total population is 
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lower. In the total main workers, cultivators const iluts 
6S»77 per cent in Hill region while this -Figure is 5-H.E6 in 
the state. However, the proportion of agricultural lahourerB 
to the total main workers in the Hill region is 6=40 per cent 
as against 1S.94 ;sr cent for the -tate. In the Hill 


districts (e-xcluding districts Nainital and Dehradun) the 
percentage of agricultural labourers in the total workforce 
is almost neglijgible* It varies from 0,S per cent in 
districts Pithoraqarh and Chamoli to 1S.5 per cent in 
oistrict Nainital (Table S.4)v, The households in hill 
districts have no scope in aori cul tu. re to hire the oersons 


“.from outside, All tnis shows is that agricultural labourer 
as an occup>ation ijs not a socu'c.e . o-F v.*o rkfor ce in agriculture 
in Hil’l i-eginn= Due to Fertile land arnl large holdings in 
the; terai area 'o-? t-hs reoion, agriculture has attracted 
persons as agriculturai lahourer-Sn The occupational 



■ classiflcatinn of females workers in hill districts indicate 

that about 93 per cent of them are engaged in agricultural 
sector as against S3=9S pe? cent in the state. This is 
because agriculture in Hill region is largely a women's job 
and the participation of men is confined only to a few 

■ .selected -operations. The limited participation of the mvales 

in the upland agriculture is partly a hang over of the 
Ij'*' ■ ' cultural ethics of a primitive society in which the more 

settled and. stereotyped tasks are entrusted to women er-e 
usually undertake those occupations which invc)=c 

considerable risk and travel. While in the total nivlr: 
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worker^, irs Ha1.i rBgion -bout SO per cent, of tPe Esaie workers 
are angaged in agricijlturai sector cofTspared to 70.64 per cent 

VlS.bl0j£:£,^), 


in the stal 


"fee proportion of the main workers engaged in household 
iTid.usi,ries in this region is less than one pser cent as 
against about S.41 per cent in the state. Among the female 
mairs workers merely 0.73 per cent are engaged in household 
industries in the region as compared to 3.54 per cent in the 
stats as a whole. In district Tehri Garhwal, no single woman 
worker is engaged in household industries. The prop>ortion of 
female main workers, eng-aged in household industries is 
recorded highest 1.66 par cent in district Pithoragarh while 
it is even lower than the state average. The workers engaged 
in other activities in the region constitute 34.6 per cent of 
its total main workers which is higher than the proportion of 
the other workers to the main workers of the state (25.38 per 
cent). SeK“wise figures shows that about 50 per cent male 
workers to its m.ain workers are engaged in other activities 
as against 27.10 per cent in the state. However. the 
proportion of female main workers is only 6.57 per cent in 
Hill region who are classified, as other workers whereas the 
state average is 1H.4S osr cent (Table 2.4) . The low status 
of women workers c.s.n be thought of from their piitifully low 
percentage, figur'ss in ■ ■better paid non— agri cu itural 
OGCupati.ons , The plight of , women worKers 'in this re,gard ,in 
the two n.artiallv hilly :di§tri cts of 'H-ainital and C>ehradur: is 
relativelv better. ■ •■Amono ■ -the ; siH; mliy districts? the 
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Table H.4 : Oc c u patiijnal Classification of Main Wo r kers in H i l l Districts. 1991 


lin Thousand) 


Total Main Cultivators Agricultural Household Other Workers 
Workers Labourers Industry 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 


Almora 


Nainital 


Pithoragarh 


Uttarkashi 


Chamoli 


Tehri Garhwal 1S-1.S 108.5 73.3; 105.7 1.9 0.4 0.7 - 45.4 £.3 

(100.0) (100.0) (60.48 X 97.43) ( 1. 57) ( 0.37) (0.59) (37.46) ( 2.11) 

Dehradun 281.9 , 50.7 49.3 25-3 26.1 5.5 2.3 0.6 204.2 19.3 

(100.0) (100.0) (17.49X49.90) ( 9. S5X 10.85) (0.82) ( 1 . 18 X 72,44) (38.07) 

Pauri Garhwal 134.7 83.1 57.8 78.1 2.8 1-1 0.9 0.2 73.2 3,7 

(100.0) (100. 0X42, 91X93, 98X 2.08) ( 1 .33X0.67) (0,24X54.34) ( 4.45) 

Hill Region 1413.1 741,6 590.0 662.5 112.9 25.0 13.2 5.4 697.0 48.7 

(100, 0X100. 0X41, 76X89. 33X 7,89X 3. 37X0. 93X0. 73X49, 32X 6,57) 

Uttar Pradesh 36510 4831 19694 2337 6096 1737 825 172 9895 605 

(53.94X48.17) (16.70X35.81) (2.26X3.54X27.10X12.48) 


167.7 168.8 94.6 162.8 2.0 1.1 2.0 0.4 69.', 4.5 

(100,0X100,0) (56.41X96.45) ( 1,10 X 0.65X1 .19) (0. 24) (41 .21) ( 2.66) 

412.6 85.7 148.1 57.0 76.5 15.6 3.7 1.0 184.3 12.1 

(100.0) (100.0) (35.89) (66.51X18. 54) (18. 20X0. 90) <1.17X 44.67) (14. 12) 

129.8 102.6 73.3 97.4 1.3 0.5 2.1 1.7 53.1 3.0 

(100.0) (100.0) (56.47 X94.93) ( 1.00)( 0.49) (1,62X1. 66 X 40. 91X 2.92) 

63.4 51.6 39.6 49.6 1.1 0.4 0.6 0.2 22.1 1.4 

(100.0X100.0) {62.46X96.12) ( 1.74X 0.77X0.95X0.39X34.85) ( 2,72) 

101.7 90.7 54,0 86.6 1.2 0.4 0.9 1.3 45.6 2.4 

(100.0) (100,0 X 53. 10) (95, 48X 1.18) ( 0.44 X0.88) ( 1.43) (44.84) ( 2.65) 


Note ! Figures in brackets are the percentages 

Source ! Statistical Diary, 1993, Uttaranchal U.P. Department oF Uttaranchal, 
State Planning Institute, LucknaW, U.P. ; • 


proportion of female workers engaged in non~agricultural 
activities in their total workforce varies from S.H per cent 
in district Tehri Garhwai to 4.45 per cent in Pauri Garhwai- 
There has neen conc'^nt ration of fesaaie !>forksrs irs agriculture 
in those districts of the Hill region where the literacy rate 
is lower asnong the females in rural areas. 

2 . £ Land Use Pattern and Agriculture 

The totals, repor ting area of eight districts in the Hill 
region is recorded 535S.6 thousand hectares during 1990-9i 
accounting for 17.98 per cent of the state's reporting area 
(29793. S thousand hectares). Looking at the land use 
statistics in the Hill region;, it is observed that area under 
forest was 3424.8 thousand hectares during 1990-91. This 
worked out to be 63.92 per cent of the reporting area- The 
forests of the state are rsainly confined to this region and 
to the boardering Terai belt. The forests in the Hill region 
constitute about 66.35 per cent of the total forests of the 
state;, while 17.33 per cent of the reporting area is, under 
forests in the State as a whole (Table 2-5). The proportion 
of area under forests in the region varies from 51.84 per 
tent in district Pithoragarh to 88.61 per cent xn Uttarkashi. 
Ths:. f ore.sts ■ in ‘Hi. 1 1 recsion are.' ■ class.if ied .as Rese-rve, Forest-s, 
Civil and Boyam Forests land' Panchayat 'F,orest5:- In the Hill 
f0rsjQ,-t Q i- h O' ' s t a t e ■B=/f'OXk^^ \ i.-he trUtcrf.! Tores^. 


Table S.S s Land Use Pattern in Hill Districts of U.P. i 199 0- 9 1 


(Area in Hectares) 


District 

Repor- Forest 
ting 

Area 

Cultur- 

able 

waste 

Fallow 

Barren 

Cultura 

bis 

waste 

6 Land Past- 

- put to ures 
Non- 

agri cul- 
tural 

uses 

Trees Net 
and Area 
Groves Sown 

Almora 

726881 392149 

(100.00) (53.95) 

61058 
( 8.40) 

8590 

(1.18) 

32658 

(4,49) 

17709 

(2,44) 

61619 

(8,48) 

47177 

(6.49) 

105921 

(14.57) 

Nainital 

704226 405170 

(100.00) (57.53) 

28875 
( 4.10) 

9896 

(1.41) 

-kSSS 
( 0 1 ? 

32621 : 
(4.63) 

1167 

(0.17) 

16154 

(2.29) 

205991 

(29.25) 

Pithoragarh 

637139 330289 

(100,00) (51.84) 

5484? 

( 8,61) 

13944 

(2.19) 

26382 

(4.14) 

15417 82952 

(2.42) (13.02) 

44914 

(7.05) 

68394 

(10,73) 

Uttarkashi 

801619 710278 
(100.00) (88.61) 

9194 
( 1.15) 

3958 

(0,49) 

20363 

(2.54) 

. 6973 
(0.87) 

14080 

(1.76) 

7716 

(0.96) 

29057 
( 3.62) 

Chamoli 

840704 520361 

(100.00) (61.90) 

33190 . 
(3.95) 

1696 

(0.21) 

164152 

(19.53) 

18010 

(2.14) 

21725 

(2.58) 

35196 

(4.17) 

46374 
( 5.52) 

Tshri Garhwal 

574543 397200 
(100.00) (69.13) 

71374 

(12.42) 

8281 

(1.44) 

11981 

(2.09) 

10794 

(1.86) 

2794 

(0.49) 

22 

(0.01) 

72097 

(12.54) 

! 

Dehradun ^ 

315497 219811 

(100.00) (69.67) 

14441 
( 4.58) 

7412 

(2.35) 

1662 
( 0.53) 

17616 

(5.58) 

99 

(0.03) 

4325 

(i.37) 

50131 :■ 
(15.89) ; 

Pauri Garhwal 

757986 449599 

(100.00) (59,31) 

44035 
{ 5.81) 

17844 

(2.35) 

33968 

(4.48) 

17357 

(2.29) 

42957 

(5.68) 

61084 

(8,06) 

911421' 
(12.02) ' 

Hill Region 

5358595 3424857 
(100.00) (63.92) 

317014 

(5.91) 

71621 

(1.34) 

295518 

(5.51) 

136497 227393 216588 
(2.55) (4.24) (4.04) 

669107 ! 
(12.49) 


Uttar Pradesh P.979317Z 5161957 1033706 1968384 1034657 E447167 302757 545199 17299345;' 

(100.00)(17.33) (3.47) (6.61) (3.47) (8.21) (1.02) (1.83) (58.06)1 


Source : Statistical Diary, 1993, Uttaranchal, U.P., Uttaranchal Department, 
State r3,anning Institute, . U. P, 



control of forest departraent 


Tlie land 


in Hill 


s f igu.r 


FTiore than 


r. auesn. The area for cultivation is found in 
river valleys lying in betu^een the hills of mountains and on 
hilly tracks terrace farming is in practice. The plain areas 
of districts Wainitai and Dehradun have useful and productive 
cultivation as a result of large proportion of reporting area 
under cultivation. A significant variation is. observed in 
the pattern of land utilization (area under cultivation) in 
the districts of the region. District Uttarkashi has an 
insignificant proportion of net sown area to its reporting 
area? 3.6S per cent of the reporting area being under 
cultivation (Table 2.5), District NainitaX has the highest 
proportion of net area sown in the region w*hich is S9.H5 per 
cent of the reporting area. This is also significantly lower 
than the state average. The proportion of fallow, and 
uncultivable land is at a higher rate in those districts 
which ^have relatively lower proportion of net area sown or 
area under forests or both to their respective reporting area 
in the hii.l region. 


cent . of' t!’ 


coiTime r cia 
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the region as against state’s average of SO. OS per cent, 
yf^en ^e corf.pars the degree of commercialization in 
agriculture in the hilly districts with the partially hilly 
districts of the region, we find that in the hilly districts 
comfnercial cropping is relatively in lower proportion. In 
Nainital and Dehradun districts a sizeable proportion of the 
cropped area is under commercial crops, being S7 per cent and 
15 per cent respectively. Due to lack of irrigation 
facilities and rocky terrain, most of the cultivated area is 
not irrigated in the hill region. Taking together all the 
districts of Hill region, only 34.91 per cent of net area 
sown was irrigated as against 60. 8S per cent in the state as 
a whole during 1990-91 (Table S.6). When the figures related 
to irrigated areas of districts Wainital and Dehradun are 
separated from the irrigated areas of rest of the hill 
districts, it is found that the proportion of irrigated area 
varies from 5.37 per cent in district Chamoli to 15.25 per 
cent in Uttarkasbi, whereas the proportion of irrigated area 
is accounted S1.4Q joer cent in district Nainital and 44.77 
per cent in Dehradun (Table 2.6). In total the gross 
irrigated area is 147.7 lakh hectares in Hill region and the 
net irrigated area is recorded 105.2 lakh hectares. The 
cropping xnterssity in all the districts of the region is 
recor'ded above the state’s average, being 164.29 in Hill 
region and 147.29 in the stats. Due to lack of irrigation 
facilities in Hill districts, the level of chemicai 
fertilizer consumption in agriculture is eKtremely low. 
However, in the partially hilly districts, viz. Hainitai and 



q ri cultural P^ ttia rn 


Net 

Area 

Sown 

<Ha,> 


Area Gross 
Sown Cropped 
more Area 
than <Ha.) 
ones 
(Ha.) 


Net area Gross 7. o-f 

irriga- Irri- Area 

ted gated under 

(Ha.) Area food- 

(Ha.) grain 


Average Per , ha 
yield chemi- 
rate of cai 
food- Ferti- 
■grains liser 
(Gtls/ use 
Ha.) (Kqs) 


1059H1 6926 

( 100 . 00 ) 


205991 135658 
( 100 . 00 ) 


167676 253651 72.54 26.18 206.79 

(81.40) 


Pithoragarh 


. 68394 . 54278 

( 100 . 00 ) 


Uttarkashi 


Chamoli 


46374 

( 100.00 


Tehri Garhwal 72.097 46681 

( 100 . 00 ) 


10024 19471 93.41 12.81 5.80 

(13.90) 


14482 95.18 11.73 4.79 


669107 430199 
( 100 . 00 ) 


8180497 25479842 147.29 10522145 14771152 
'5 (60.82) 


cs 5 Slatisti 

Stated PI 


cal Diary,; 1993v;UttarM^ U.p. / yttaranchal Department 
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. hACtar*: iisa of fsttilizat' is racor-ded 206 

Dahradiifi. the V' 

. r.z.cr.^^ctivs^lv. While this figure is about 89 

kgs. aTio. p. ys . ■ -- -e-- ■ •• 

X- ^ -s- ^tat-A. In other districts of the region. per 

hortare use of fertilizer in agriculture varies from 4 kgs. 
in district Pithoragarh to S'! kgs. in Uttarkashi. The main 
^rops »hich are generally grown in the region are paddy. 
„heat, maize. Parley, sawa, madua and pulses. However, crops 
like sugarcane, gram and soyabean are also grown in the terai 
belt of Nainital and Dehradun districts. The average yield 
rate of the foodgralns is recorded slightly lower in Hill 

region compared to the state's average. The average yield 

rata of foodgralns in hill region is 16 gtls. per hectare as 

against 17.43 quintals in the state (Table E. 6) . Except in 

district Nainital, the average production of foodgralns is 
recorded lower in all the districts of the region compared to 

state's average. 


2,3 ' I an d Ho 1 d j._g .‘is 

According t-o Agr i cuT t-ural Census of Uttar Pradesh for 
19 S 5 -S 6 - the total nur-.ber of operational noldings in ^ ^ 
• ^ -7 i -7 i,= i--h <5 I'l-s l,h an area of 7.31 lakh hectares. as 

s ^ i oTi X 3 ' " ^ ^ ^ 

inst l.skh holdings with an area of 176.48 lakh 

hidctares in the st-ate. The average size of land holding in 
the Hill resjioh is 0.95.h^ which is slightly larger than 

n 93 hectare in the state. Among the districtiz- 


region, the average land holding sisre varies from 0.5S 
hectare in Pithoragarh to 1.33 hectares in district Nainltai. 
Afiout 71 per cent of the holdings with E5.6 per cent of the 
total cultivated area are marginal holdings (below 1 
hectare); the si:^s of holding in the category being a mere 
0.34 hectare. Another 1&.7 pier cent of the holdings with 
E4,S per cent of the total area are between 1-S hectares. 
The marginal and small holdings (below S hectares) constitute 
about 87.68 per cent >3f the operatiorsal holdings in Hill 
region with 50.4 per cent of the total cultivated area. The 
number of land holding size between 4 hectares to 10 hectares 
constitute about 3.4 per cent of the total holdings in the 
hill region while the percentage of holdings which are above 
10 hectares are merely 0.3 per cent. 

About 46.4 lakhs (7S*30 per cent of the total 
population i people of the Hill region live in 15166 villages 
and their livelihood is mainly agriculture. Of the total 
villages in Uttar Pradesh, about 13.47 per cent villages are 
in the districts of Hill region, while only 4.16 per cent of 
the total state's rural population is residing in the region 
(Table S.7). The villages in the Hill region are very small 
in population size and scattered in nature. Of the total 
villages in the region more than 82 per cent villages have 
less than 50Q population each, while this figure is 47 in the 
5tate„',.;’as .:;a..:whole= The, vil lages in :the ,■ region which . have 
popuiaticn less l-nan 200, constitute mord than 57 per cent in 
thel ,,, total '.(. vi llages E6.,sl.ri,',dts .’lik.e.- Naini tal and '. Dehradun 
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havR relatively higher percentage of villages having larger 
size of population- 

The i nf ra structura 1 facility like electricity is 
provided in 74.85 per cent villages in the Hill region npto 

March .1993, which is also by and large equal to the state's 

average. • Tn district Nainital, all the villages are 
electrified while about 32 per cent villages are yet to be 
provided electricity connections in district Pauri Garhwal 
(Table 2.7). Use of electricity per hectare of net sown area 
and the percentage of electricity consumption in agriculture 
to total consumption are relatively low in the* region as 
compared to the state. The per capita consumption of 
electricity is recorded 174 kwh in Hill region as against 
199.4 kwh in the state. Drinking water supply is one of the 

basic, needs for the people, So far as water siapply to , the 

rural areas is concerned, it is found that 7.5. 2.3 per cent of 
the .total inhabited villages suffer from scarcity of icater 
supply for domestic consumption in the Hill region (Table 
2 . 7 ) . Accordi ng to of f i ci a 1 figures, upto March 1 993, about 
98 per cent of the scarcity villages have been covered in 
this region from the view pjoint of providing drinking ■ water 
supply. The percentage of the scarcity villages covered 
under water supply .scheme are cent percent in district 
Uttarkashi , 99.7 gger cent in Chamoli, 99.6 per cent in 

Nai ni ta 1 , 98 . 4 per cen'f in Almo.ra, 98-. 0 per cent in Dehradun. 

In: district Pauri,; Ga rhwa 1 9.5.2 per cent scarcity villages 
have been provided dr inki ng .wpjter facilify. The level and 
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striictus-'a of othpr infrastructural facilities in th« 
will t& discussad I^ter on. - 


Table E«7 • 

Electrif icatior, and. 

Dr inkina 

Water 

SuDoly in 

Rural Areas 





District 

% of Rural 
Population 
to Total 
Populat ion 
( 1991) 

No. of 
inha- 
bited 
vill- 
ages 
(1991) 

% of 
Vill- 
ages 
elect- 
rified 
(Upto 
Mar ch 
1993) 

% of 
Water 

scat — 
city 
vill- 
ages 

% of Scar- 
city vill- 
ages which 
have been 
provided 
drinking 
water (Upito 
March ’93) 

Almora 

93.60 

30S4 

79.63 

78-00 

98.4 

Naini tal 

67.34 

1799 

100.00 

91.33 

99.6 

Pitharagarh 

93.57 

3186 

65.38 

70.49 

98.3 

Uttarkashi 

9S.ao 

678 

68.79 

63.27 

100.0 

Chamol i 

91,09 

1569 

65.39 

73.33 

99.7 

Tehri Garhwal 

94.33 

1959 

68.71 

60.30 

97.8 

Dehradun 

49.74 

746 

95.58 

78.15 

98.0 

Pauri Garhvi?ai 

aa.ii 

3S05 

63.18 

66.61 

95.3 

Hill Region 

78.30 

15166 

74.81 

75.33 

98.00 

Uttar Pradesh 

SO. 16 1 

12566 

74.85 


74.74 


Source s Statistical Diary, 1993, Uttaranchal, U.P., State 
Planning Institute, Uttar Pradesh 

E.4 ;;. ■ Level of- -Industriaiisation . 

The performance of the hiii ecoriofsy on the industrial, 
front highlights that so far the forte of the regional 



economy rests in its agriculture sector. However, tl>e 
industriai sector^ which so far is con-tparativsly small and 
underdeveloped, exhihits, good.,, potential for substantial 
growth in the futiire aates. The number of working industries 

■ t ' ■ 

registered under ‘ the Factories Act, 1948, in Hill region was 
4&1 in 19S7— SS sha^''ir<Q -6. 15- per cent of the total industries 
in the state. These industries were giving employment to 


28594 workers in the region, reg s-stering 62 parsons per 


industry as against 82 persons per factory in the state 
(Table 2.8). Districts like, Uttarkashi and Chamoli have no J 

industrial units registered under Factories Acty 1948, | 

However, more than 94 per cent of the industries are located I 

in the districts of Nainital and Dehradun. This indicates { 

that the industrial base is negligible in hilly districts of f 

the region. Per factory number of workers is recorded | 

highest 97 in district Pithoragarh and lowest 26 in district | 

Tehri Garhwal. So far industrial output has contributed 

":-4 

precious little to the- net domestic product of the region and | 


its per capita industrial p<rpduction also falls much below I 


the state average. The per worker value of industrial 



production has been Rs.1,;52 lakhs i 


t is found that the per 
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ecDnomy from primary occupations to 


es 1 = gaining momentum over time 


riea Established Under the 


Value o£ Per Per Pa- 
Total Worker ctory 
Annual Annual Value of 
produc- Produ- Annual 
tion ctxon Prodn. 

(in Rs. (in Rs- (in Rs. 
Lakhs) Lakhs) Lakhs) 


Almora 


Uttarkashi 


Chamoi i 


Tehri Garhwal 


Dehradun 


109S4 


Pauri Garhwal 


ne-isoo 


Uttar Pradesh 749S 


economy f 


t f rom commodity producing 



domesti 




industrial un 


roors 


Naini te.l 


ehri Gahrwal accounted the lowest rank 


as -Par as establishment of industrial units are conearnsd 


where merely 0.77 per cent units of the region were loca 


During 1990-91, the number of industrial estates in the Hill 


Nainital, Dehradun and Pauri 


Garhwal the industrial estates have been identified. Lookin 


at the figures related to the size wise number of industr 


units, it is found that upto March 1993, the numbe 


industries in the region was 1:?S accounting 0.60 per cent of 


have 




the Hill region as against S4>,7B lakh-s in the state. About 
86 per cent of the persons are engaged in public sector in 


the region: 


In districts like Pithoragarhy Uttarkashi.. 


Chamoli and Tehri Garhv^aij this figure is substantially 
higher than the a rage of the region- Howeverj the private 
sector is c.omp>arat ivsly developed in district Nainital as 
witnessed by the fact that the contribution of this sector in 
employnient has been 25,83 per cent which is also higher than 
the state average. 

Despite the gross underdeveiopEnsnt of the region the 
Hill region has a high value of per capita net product froffi 
commodity producing sector. Most of the economic excellence 
of the region is due to the economic, .performance of the sub- 
Himalayan terrain. The region seems better off as far as per 
capita net domestic product is concerned. It is because of 
the low density of population and the large contribution of 
the forest sector to the net domestic product of the region. 
Hill reoion tops the list of economic regions in the s ’.ate as 
far as some development indicators suggest. The aisCrictwise 
development indicators are misleading concepts at least in 
of hill region. Because of low standard or living; 
hardship of life; dearth of investment and capital formation, 
sparse population, low levsl of consump'ti on , unempioymen , 
poverty and high cost of living, the hill region, by and 
aarge,: is' pranounced as one of ■ the backward regions' in the 
coimtrv.' F'urtb^^ of' transport is the main 

factor whirh has .held frack .t.h^^ region from' taking .benefits of 
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^ n 4?TiV5vct., iTiiTseral and clirrsatic 

its natural advantayss 

4:-#fi>-PTica= in ths ecariOn>.ic bass, 

Parause, of ai.t t e f 
f&BOUrCiiS -. £5- 

economic potential, man power resource and also in respect ot 

growth momentum between the hill region and the Plain region, 

-.c-i -i act n r nlarmiPd- based on 
there car. not be a strategy ot hoiiest-c pianninj. 

-Kama., of deve-!opment for the entire state, 
uniform schemes at 


2.S 


Pffnrts for Hill development 


in Five Year PlarsS. 



The backwardness of the region and its specxai prohi.em 

caunht the attention of planners of this region as early 

in the Third Five Year Plan ( 1%t-66> . A separate Hill 

Saw tha Plate Government of 


naualooment Department 


j- ja a*T. Oiri 



Uttar Pradesh in the year 1973-74 and the sole responsibility 
has been, given to the Department for overall idevelopment 

- The planned efforts for hiil development through 

the region. she p.tsn.t .. .. • 

H bv taking into 

ara KeT'.no mciQt:' ‘•’y 

publ ic .ev'penut '.ui e 

.-lyr-.K-i ppsc and needs of the psjopie 

consideration tne sped.-.-- • / - v • ■ 

•• uc -; • p,r* of this department 

in the regions , fanne tue : ns.e ^ 

- _ a,. riaiiciionment of agriculture 

attention has been given -i.. 

i - ui-;- 1 h, it, Dublic utilities 

and allied activities aS'TU'....Tf-=r------‘'- 


and other 


1 n f r a s t r u > t u r a. i. 


f .a.c i 1 i t i e s , a u c:h 


r oad a 


’ . .jarae- cuDoiy. The major part 

+ -v-iiam ariijrat ion icin £J. iVa V® ‘ I' -' 

transpor-rj s-'ower;. 

r- * in ,f t r> Sixth and 

nf planned expenditure during Fou.„n, 1 -- - 

Seventh Five Year Plans had Been accorded to ao.-icu , ■ 
transport ,' water, housing, town development, educatior,, loer 
and other public utilities services. The 


sKpendit-iirs on the develapiftent of hili has been 
Rs, 216811. 45 lakhs during the period of Fourth to Seventh 
Five Year Plans. Of the total sKpenditure upto Seventh Five 
Year PlaOi in the hill region;., agriculture and irrigation 
alone shared about 24. S4 per cent- ‘’’he second major item of 
expenditure has been transport and communication in which 
about 20 per cent of the total expenditure is incurred. 
Drinking water supply, housing, town area development have 
also been major items of expenditure accounting for 16. SO per 
cent of the total expenditure (Table 2.9). Moreover, 
specific rural development programmes for improving the 
socio-economic conditions of weaker sections and other target 
groups of the region had been launched by the government 
durino the past few years. Emphasis has also been given to 
the power Sector in the region during the c*revious plans and 
about 9 per cent of the total outlay had been spent on this 
sector. Similarly, planned approach had. been accorded to 
health sanitation, dsvelopiment of SC and ST, social security 
an d a r t , c. ui t u r s an d. s po r t s . 

To boost up the economy and strengthen <.he produi. >.,1 ve 
activities in the hill region more emphasis has been given 
during Eighth Five Year Plan and the total outlay of 
RS.210S00 lakhs has been earmarked for the region- The >ot,ai 
outlay of Eighth Five Year Plan is substantially higher tssan 
the outlay of -Seventh Plan, registering 73,51 per cent vnore 
than the previous plan ' (Table 2.9). Of the totcsi pu, , 

about ' 24' .per .oeht 'CRs ..50355', lakhs >1 has been ■ allocated . f a..r the 


Table E«9 ' Plan yise Total Expenditure and Putlay _ i n tne 
Hill Region 


(Ra. in Lakhs) 


Head of Expenditure 

Fourth 

Five 

Year 

P 1 an 

Fifth 

Five 

Year 

Plan 

Sixth 

F" 1 V 0 

Year 

Plan 

Seventh Eighth 
Five Five 

Year Year 

P 1 an P 1 an 

Agriculture and 

Allied Activities 

•1&43.70 

E970.S9 

8037.41 

■23988.91 

50355 

Rural Development 

"i i 5 e i 

1137.01 

4109.24 

7965 . 48 

17535 

Irrigation & Flood 
Control 

947. 6S 


5078.01 

8221.70 

9650 

Power and Energy 

'599.92 

1500. 7E 

5715.53 

12422,11 

26500 

Industries & Hines 

E91 .80 

SEE. 74 

2618, 17 

4839,69 

6550 

Transport 

1796,72 

:659E . 1E 

15326.84 

18604,00 

29750 

Science, Technology 
and Enifi ronfftent 

- 

- 

18.22 

52.50 

450 

General Economic . 
Services 

74.87 

433.36 

911,50 

3755 . 79 

8958 

Education, Sports, 
Arts & Culture 

681.03 

2613.29 

7630,36 

13386.66 

21850 

Medical S Public Health 1E5.54 

401 . 43 

1761,14 

3758.46 

6500 

Water supply. Housing 
S Town De veloprrsent 

9S1.77 

3000 . SO 

12462.83 

19476.90 

20300 

Information & Extensi 

on 3.79 

3.56 

25.22 

73,21 

150 

Wei fare of SC /ST 

105.94 

E40.06 

518.42 

1724.61 

2825 

Labour & Labour Welfare 20.59 

172.81 

661.50 

1451.17 

3077 

Social Security and 
Nut r i t i on 

4.84 

81.19 

.395,28' 

1155,71 

6050 

Publ ic .Works , 




' 439=08 

" 

^Total' 

7333.50 

EEE9E.33 

65869 . 67 

p = .9A 

EiO^OC 




develapnsenl agntulture ani3' ai 1 isd act ivities = Transport 
is tr*© sscond ffiajor head of eKpenditure irs the Eighth Five 
Year Plan for t.i;hich about 14.13 per cent of the total outlay 
has been earmarked. For the developmerft of power sector in 
the region, provision of about 12.59 per cent of the total 
planned outlay has been made. Attention has also be given to 
development of rural areas and welfare of the weaker sections 
of the society in the region during the Eighth Five Year Plan 
and an allocation of Rs, 20360 lakhs has been made (Table 
2,9), During Eighth Five Year Plan, about 10.38 per cent of 
the total outlay of the plan has been demarcated for 
education, sports, art and culture. 


Population pressure, scarcity of arable land, 
deter iorat ing natural and atmospheric conditions, absence of 
inf rest ructure , dearth of entrepreneurship, overall dearth of 
adequate investment in various economic sphere, lack of 
diversif i cation of economy and predominantly non— market 
character of agriculture nave kept the hills in continued 
hackwardn!; as and this state of affairs has resulted in the 
failure of the economy to accommodate the growing labour 
forces which explains the phenomenon of Higrstion of various 
forms, Gut-sTiigratior5 has been one of the important 
demographic character istl. c of, the region. The male- 
population (able bodied) have formed wide spread habits of 
going forth toeke-~out a living. Usually, worsen, children and 
old pe'rsons.:Cin,.:'the ,f,ami J,y rsma-in' iih- the; home, whil.e the .young 




men tend to migrate from the region in search of employment. 
Various forms of migration such as, seasonal, semi-permen^rnt 
and permanent are seen in the r®gion„ Money remittee* by 
these non-resident earners forms a significant part of total 
resources at the disposal of local residents. It has been 
found that the magnitude of migration is very large and about 
10-20 per cent of the pop>ulatiDn tends to migrate from the 
region as indicated hy ys.ri.aiU.s studies conducted in this 
regard. The females in the households have to do hard work 
in all economic and non-ecor-omii c activities in the regiort. 
We have already discussed that work parti ci pation rate among 
females is found, to he at a higher rats in the Hill region. 
The female menibers share rriaxifrium responsibi 1 i ty within the 
household as well as outside. The migration of able-bodied 
male miSiTibers from the region have also added other 
responsibilities on the shoulders of womsen. Consequently, 
the migration of m^aJ e tfiembers has further aggr-avated the 
drudgery on the females. The fsrrsale mtembers of those 
households froiT! where the rndgr-ation of male members takes 
place have to perform! the jobs of the miale members. In 
addition to acri cultural work, the womien have to collect 


fodder, fuelwood and water from* far of places. L'ooking after 
the aged memibers and children of the famfily, grindin *3 of 
grains, husking of paddy and extracting oil from oilseeds are 


f ■■ 




e by wonrien in 


also tasks which are 


climatic conditions in 


to adverse 



H i m.a 1 

aya'n. ~ e a i o'n » 

CcT'secuantly j. the women have 

C:0 

cover 

■ a 

1 ong 

distance to pr 

■ o c u r 5 f ue 1 ., f o dds r an d. wat s r . 

T t 

lead 

not 

only 

to .a wastage 

of time .but- a.l'sQ adds to the 

drudgery 

of 


wouian— -^olk . 


There have been debates on the issue of migratian and 
its impact on the local economy from where such migration 
takes place. In the case of U.P. Hills, though migration has 
lead to some monetary benefits to the local residents, boi 
at the cost of increasing additional work liability on the 
women- Whenever we talk of backwardness of the hilly regions 
of Uttar Pradesh, our focus of attention shifts to the pity 
conditions of women in particular and hardship ana poor 
conditions of the common people. In the following pages, we 
have discussed the socio-sconomic profiles of the districts 
which have been surveyed. 


2.6 So c i o— E c on om i c P r o f i 1 ” of S?. st,r,. i.c„ts, 
Chamoli and Pithoraga-rh 


As already mentioned 
and Pithoragarh have aeon 
oreseiit . research stuay. 
account of the main ' chara c 
st ructure , ^agr i cultura.!. 

o c c u pa t i o n a 1 pa 1 1 e r n , 

inf rastructural facility 
Therefore, an attempt has 


aarlier the districts. of Chamoii 
ssiacteri for field survey in our 
It would fas worthwhile to give an 
teristic features, viz. demographic 
oavtsrn, work participation, 

dndust ri-al . devslopr/ssnt and 

jag.^-ln the. , selected .districts, 
been made to highlight the socio~ 


sconomi c 


n r o r i 3- 6 f? T t- n 


these two distri 


» i 5 % r i c t- C rs.-aiTiO 1 i 


fails in the GarV^el Ad?a^isiratx ve Division uihile district 
Pitho.agarh falls in Ku^aon Dxvisxan. The total geographical 
^r-ea of district Ct^li 15-91^6 sq. and district 

„i^ tiA»s.A -■R= . . acrountinq 3.11 per 

Pithoragarh has an area of Sa^6 .m-., =*-- 

r.^nt and 3.01 per cent- of the state respectively. Of the 

r-i-'-a' of hill reoxon, about 17.93 per cent 

total gsGgrapn.i»_ai. area ot mxai. 

g. - 4=Kn^-ck«“f H\/ thpcP' two r © S 00 C X- X V €; 

arsd 17.32 per cent area xs sharea oy -ue-.. 


districts 


Dtamnciraph i c Char act es 




According to 1991 census, the population of district 
Chais^oli is 4.55 lakhs and the district Pitharagarh has 5-o& 
lakhs population, accounting for 7.68 per cent and 9.56 per 
cent of the total population of U.P. Hills respectively. The 
growth rate of population during the period 1961-91 has been 
E4,P- oer ce-.f m district Ch-arficli and 15.S per cent xn 

oo r.pi-r r-^T-sX in the Hill region and 

P i the r s pa r j a? --i-ix* 3. j-- - ' " ' 

^ ^5 a v.v-f o 1 o (Tafals 2.10). Most of 

£X5 . p ■- ‘ ■ - • ’ ^ - ■ 

. .-i t -i r ? . = lives in rural area. 


P i the rsga , 


the popu"..etisn 
The rural c* r c< u i a 


hot.h the 


c;--i_Q/.> oer cent in district Chan'ioli 



cent ) as well as 


The nutTiber ot 



than 91 per cent 




ina 


iribe-B constitute 19«75 D&r 


Pithoragarh 


c t i V e 


densitv of Dopulatian in 


district Chamoli and 64 persons in district Pithoragarh 


whereas the average figure of the density of oopulatinn is 


116 persons per sq, kfn, in the Hill region and 473 persons 


the state as a whole <Table 2.10) 


and Pithoragarh respectively wbich is 


985 in district Chamol 


higher than the average of the region as well as of 


h the distr 


ier than that found 


orates constitute 61.08 per cent in district ChaiTso 


ent 5.n District 


populat ion 


cent 


I.* ^ 3. C ^’/ ■ 3-11* OTI 


hig4^er tl%s.ri the average jaf literacy rate arssorsg itsaies in * ne 
state {Taisle S.10>. T4»e most striking faatu«^s of iit-e-acy is 
the feroaJ.e literacy rate fefHich is. 40.37 per cent in district 
Charsoli and 3S.37 psr cant in Pithoragarh i-^hich is quite 
higher than thss state’s female literacy rate <S3.3t per 
cent). Ho 54 faver- the female literacy rate in both the 
districts is slightly lower thacf the female literacy rate of 
4E.87 per cent in the region as a whole^ 

Table St 10 = Demoeraoh ?. c Characierist i cs of Districts Chdmoli 
an d P i t h e r a o a r h 


Description 

ChaaK)! .i 

P i thora- 
fi,arh 

U . )? . 
Hills 

U.P. 

Total population f's991-in lakna) 

4.55 

5.66 

59. S7 

1391 

Population Growth rate (in 
during 1981 and 1991 

£4.80 

15.80 

SS.55 

25.48 

Percentage of Total Population 

C 1991 ) s 

(s> Rural 
fbi Urban 

91 .09 
& . 9 -i 

92 . 57 
7.43 

76.30 
21 -70 

SO. 16 
19.S4 

SC and RT as Percentage of 

Total Population (1991) 

19.75 

S3 . 68 

20.25 

21.26 

Density of Population 
(Population per sq.km. -- 1991) 

50 

84 

116 

473 

Se:< ratio (No, of Females per 
1000 males - 1991) 

1003 

' 985 

955 

S7‘- 

Literates as Percentage of 

Iota 1 P D DU 1 at i on - 1991 

61 .08 

59 . 0 1 

5Q ^ 5g 

4 1.60 

(a) Hale 

SE.Oi 

79.44 

:’7E= ■£:; 4 

/ 9, ^ ' S 

5H .,73 



Doscri ptiori 


Charnol i 

P i t h o ra— 
garb 

U,P . 
Hi 1 Is 

U.F. 

yorkers as Per cenlage 
Populatiorj <1991) s 

<a) Ha Its yorkers s i> 

of Total 

Total 

4S.30 

41 ,03 

36 . 36 

29 . 73 

i i ) 

Male 

44,77 

45 , 50 

46 , 6 1 

49.31 

i i i ) 

Pemal e 

39 , S3 

36.50 

25.62 

7 . 45 

(b) Marginal Workers 

i) 

« 

Total 

4,59 

7,46 

a sse; 

^ IP — ? -rf 

/ “r 

i i ) 

Hale 

1.3S 

2.07 

1 . 7 E 

0 . 37 

i ii ) 

Female 

7. 66 

12.98 

9 ,52 

4,47 

Percentage of main workers as 

( 1991 ) s 




(a) Cultivators : i> 

Total 

73- 1 

73.4 

53 - i' 

'53,27 

i i > 

Hale 

,53.1 

56.5 

41.3 

53.94 

i i i ) 

Female 

95.5 

94.9 

S9.3 

4S.iS 

(fa) Agricultural Laboursrss 

i) Total 

0.6 

o..a 

6.4 

18.96 

ii) 

Hale 

1,E 

1.0 

3.0 

16.70 

ill) 

Female' 

■ 0,5 

0.5 

3,4 

35.62 

f. c) Household Industry S Hanufactur ings 

i) Total ' 1*1 

1.6 

0.9 

- :£L 

ii) 

Hal s 

0.9 

1.6 . 

0,9 

2.26 

i i i ) 

P gsTial e 

1,4 

1 , 7 

0.7 

■, 3,55 

(d) Other Workers.'' ; 

' 5. >. 

Total , 

25 V. V 

24.2 

**5 « / ■ 

w —.1 

25.37 

1 d 

Hal 0 . 

44,6 

40.9 

49.3 

27. 10 

1 j i ) 

Famsle, 

'Z .-b 

2,9 

6,6 

12.46 

Source s 1. Censrts 

O'"? Xncii a. 

, 1931? a. 

■ Statist! 

cal Diary, 

1993. Utta: 

ranrhal , 

5 i I*! -f* 

e Planning 

1 Institute-?' 


Liicknovtf . 


ArcordiTiq to 



4S.30 pf?r cent in district- Chamol i and 4i»03 per cent, in 
Pithoragarh in their respective tota.i population « shess 
■Fioures ar e coFfip*arai-xve i V'** hioner than ?.-ne cor?*e^ponii5_ng 


figures of t-he Hill regicsn as as of the st-ata» The 
pet'centacr? of fT!a‘''n u* r k >? r tn& xota.i p>opulatiorf is o6i«3£f 
per cent ivi the Hit? region and S9.,73 per cent in the stats* 
Among the male pnpulatiehv ths >,iDrK parti ci pation rate, by 
and largsj is equal in both the districts as well as in the 
region, but the state's e%'erage is comparatively higher* 
However, the work part icip>at ion rate vamong femsle population 
is quite high in both the districts compared, to the state's 
average. The main workers constitute 39. S3 per cent in 
district Chamoli and 36.50 per cent in Pithoragarh in the 
female population of the respective districts? as against, the 



cor responding figure of 25. 6H per cent in' the h.ili reg 


'..uamo 



r 


E.10)> As we have already mentioned that the agriculture in 
Hill region af* the state isy basically a women's job^ This 
is proved froni the -fact that more than 90 per cent of the 
female main work? -"s are engaged in a -;ri culture in both the 
districts as against the state's average of about S4 per cent 
female main workers who are engaged in agriculture. While 
this proportion is quite low among male main workers^ who are 
engaged in agriculture in bath the districts as well as in 
the region. The land holdings in Hill region are very small 
and the employment ooportunitieB are not. available in the 
non-agri cultural activities... Therefore, most of the workers 
in the households -ere engaged in agriculture and it has no 
scope to employ the work-ars f ro.m outside. As ' a ' result ■' of 
thiST the concept of .a.gri cult oral laboisrars is ' insignificant, 
in the Hi 1 1 . reg i ovs . 703 occup-ational pattern indicates ' that 

the agr i cal tur'al labour ers rons,ti.tute less than one cent 

in total .main workers in both the districts which is- quite 
■below Ihs .state average However , due,, to the Tarai are-a in 
district iqainital and Dehr-aduT> the, average of the main 
workers working as' agricultural labourers is .accounted 6.4 
per cent in the Hill region. In Uttar Pradesh, about 1S.98 
per cent ofthe main workers have their occupation .as 
agricultural la.bourers <Table,: E.iOl . However, the .percentage 
of Women wor.kers is 35«S5 who, a.re, ,clas5ifie.d a-3 ■ :.agr.i cultural 
labourers in the stats which is more than double of the mala 
wi5rkers. The household industries are not developed ic} . the 
Hill r^egio-n. Of the total main workers, a little mor.e t-han 




one per cent in distri-cl. C-tiastiQli and- about arse ansi a half osr 
cent workers in district P r*. thnra.garh are engaged in tiouse=haid 
industry and manu.t actor ing. '^'ne average figure of workers in 
this category ■? s slightly above in the state as a whole, 
accountl-nn P^4S oer. cent (Table E.,10). SeK-wise classifi- 
cation of worKers onigaged ?r household industries indicates 
that the praportin-n of fafsale raasr workers classified in this 
category is recorded a little sstare in bath thedist ri cts as 
well as in the slates average compared to the male workers- 
But the average of the hill reglonT the proportion of fesiaie 
workers in this category is io-wer than the proportion of male 
inainworkers - The main workers categoried as other workers 
are 25- per cent in Chamoli and 24.20 per cent in distr . ct 
Pithoragarh which is comparatively lower figure than the 
average of Hill region, beih§ 34.6 per cent. The stale’s 
figure of workers classified as other workers is by and iarce 
equal to the figures of districts. There has been marked 
variation in the proportion of main workers classified as 
other workers between male and female workers xn the 
districts of Hill region. The percentage of male work-ers 
counted as -other workers is 44.8 in district Chamoli and. 40,9 
in Pithoragarh while the proportion of other workers in 




•found 


2 » 8 Land Use and Agriculture 

Of the total reportinig' area, the forest area constitutes 
61.90 per cant irs district Chan-ioli and 5;.S4 per cent irs 
district Pithora.ga.rh ^ as against- 63.91 per cent in th.e tot-ai 
Hill region* While only 17.33 per cent area is covered with 
forests in the stats as a whole* The net area under 
cultivation is 46 = -*i thousand, hectares in district Chamoli and 
63.4 thousand hect-rfas in district Pi ihoragarh , constituting 
9.65 per cent and 107"'4 aer cert of tneir total reporting 


area. Hhen 

.‘hi= 

K i, 1 1 ' 

' rerion is taken 

as a whole 

. i t 1 s 

that about 1' 

^ .. rV..' 

per 

C S Ts t O f t Ti 5 r s p D 

rting area 

is DUt 

cultivalion 

par 

pO'', P 

as a g a 1 n s t *-”' 0 .06 

ffer cent 

in the 


<T-abla E.i'i),. The total gross crcsc»pe'a area is 72,5 thousand 
hectares in district Chasioli -and 122,7 thousand hectares in 
Pith-oraQ-arh . The proportion of aren sown more than once is 
coiTsparat i ve ly higher in district Fithoragarh than district- 
Chafsoli. The cropping intensity is 156.4 in d.lstricl Criamolj. 
and 179 in Fithoragarh. However^ the cropping intensity is 
recorded higher (164.3) in the Hill region as coRiparsd <.-he 
aver-age f igure for the - state (147.3). Host o-r- the ’.r .-v ■y■rf.'^r 

ars-a in both the district is unirrigated and the iryigav.ej 
area constitutes merely 2-5 per cent in district Chamoli ..avu> 


is significantly higher than the corresponding figures of 
-district Chamoli -and Fithoragarh as well as the region (Ta.bls 
2 . 10 ). . 


6 ^ 


6.6 p«i'' cent, in district Pi thanagarh . Jhe- corraap-onding 


f 1 q u r e 


SO, 93 ptsr cBTil in the Hill region a.nd 4-3,36 ps? 


t- ,t ■'i f 'l, h ^ 


_ _ _ , .t, _ T ^ r, *i — . ‘in -^l .-4 H 

•95 ■=?, tV!-W±S .- a-'-'i Jrr c-. j, : S * . 



th the districts who holt! and 


-ave , bv arsa la roe 


raargirial and small operational holdings 


in district ChaFTiOii and 


hectare in the state as well as inthe Hill region. The 


number of marginal and small holdings constitute 


cent in district Chamoli and 95.5 per cent in Pithoragarh 


total number of 


their 


above 


pro po CM on 


of total area under marginal and small holdings tothe total 


is 63. H per cent in district Chamoli and 75 


per cent in Pithoragarh. However,, the proportion or area 


dings is substant ial 3.y lowe 


unds 


the commercial crops 


commercJ-a 


area under cult- j-vstion^r the commerc 


per cen 


and Pithoragarh res pec ti vely ^ whereas the s.v 




commercial crops is 14.20 per cant in. fcjihole of tne Hill 
regioTi arid 19.25 per cent irs the state (Table 2»11K To a 
great extent ^ i-he level of agricultural p‘rQductiori and the 
Droportjr7ri of area under commarcial croos dee-end on the use 


of modern input 


irrigation and fertiliserj 


aqr i culture, 


consumptiion of chemical fertiliser is alss 


extremely low in both toe districts. Perhaps this is due to 
lack of i r igat i on facilities in these areas. The per 
hectare use of fertiiitsr is 6.9 Kgs. in district Chsmoli and 

4.7 Kgs. in Pi, thoraoarh,, while the average consumption of 
fertiliEer per hectare is 73.1 kgs. in the hill region amd 

55.7 kgs. in the state as a whole. The fertiliser use in the 
Hill region is accounted very high., because 'of the high dorses 
of fertiliser applied by the farmers in the tarai belt q> 
district Nainital and Dehradun. The agricultural sector of 
both the districts appears to fas undeveloped as some of the 
indicators of {development in terms of piroducti vity and Irsput 
indicate. The per hectare average yield of a :gri cultural 
production is also low in both the districts of Chamoliend 
Pit-horaaarh. Tl'e average yield of foodgrains is about 12 
quintals per hect-are in both the districts as against the 
average yield of 14.2 gaint-als in the Hill region and 19.25 
quintals in the state, as a whole (Table 2. 1 1 > The use 
electricity for agri -cultural ffurposss is also, low in the 


u. X s t r i c t s, as 


to the average of the state, 


prQ,port iionv of, elS;Ct,r i city 


consumption in agriculture, to 


c o n R p t i o o 'f 




Table S.ii 


Land Use and Agricultural Patyern in Districts 
Cnamoli and FithDrac;arh 


Description 

Chamoii 

Pitho- 

ragarh 

U.P. 

H ills 

y . p , 

Tot a. i Re po r t i n g Area ( 1 990—9 1 ) 
Area in Hectare 

Area in Sq, Km, 

840704 

9166 

637139 

8856 

5958595 
51 125 

29793172 
2944 1 1 

Area under forest (1990-91) 

In '000 Hectare 

It- Percentage 

5S0 , 4 
61,90 

330.3 

51.84 

3424.9 

63.91 

5162.6 
17’, 33 

Net Area sown (1991-92) 

In ”000 Hectare 

46.4 

68.4 

669 . 1 

17299.3 

Area sown more than ones 

In '000 hectare 

S6.1 

54,3 

430.2 

. 8180. 5 

Gross cropped area (in *000 ha) 7S.5 

1ES-7 

1099.3 

25479.8 

Net irrigated Area (1991-92) 

In '000 hectare 

In Percentage 

2.-5 

3.45 

6.6 

5,38 

224.2 

20.39 

1 1 046 . 0 
43,36 

Gross Irri< 3 ated Area (in *000 

ha) 4.8 

9.7 

373,3 

14771 .2 

Average size n-? \ar.d holding 
In hactare 

0>63 

0.58 

0.95 

0.95 

% of total numher of holdings 
under iTsargin.a.1 ana ■ .t ;; 

holdings ( 1 PSdV-Pih : . L 

£!■»*!> 

-- 

95.50 

66 . 90 

86 , 20 

y. of Tut. al o pe V- ,~,T, eg, area 
isaroinal and \ rididiTpjs 

(1985-86) 

63 .20 

73,10 

49,90 

51.60 

K of: Area Under Ccirnmercial 

C r 0 p.s. . i n total are a un de r 
cultivation (1985-86) 

10.85 

7.64 

14,20 

19.25 

Intensity of cropping 

156.40 

179.40 

.164.30 

147.30 

Per Hecta.re Use of FertiliEer 
(Kgs, 

6.9 

4.7 

“T«"5 .s 

if ) 

86.. 7 ■ 




Table 


i mnf.ft . 


by agriculture in the etate,. Similarly., the quantity of per 
capita agricultural produce. ir« theee districts is lower than 


the; average 

of the state. The 

gross value of 

agr icultii 

produce 

. (at 

198'Q“S1 prices) pe.r 

hectare of • net 

area sown 

Rs^4S99“'' 

; in 

, .district'' : Champl.i- 

and F?5 = 624:1 

.in .distr 


Pithoragarh. , The cor resci’oiidi'ng figure' for the 






Description C 

;hamQl i 

P i t ho— 

U.P. 

U.P. 

i Ip 

is 



raigar h 

Hills 


! ffSi 

Percentage of Electricity Con- 
sumption in Agriculture to Tota 

.1 




. 'jpi 

Consumption of Electricity 

12.83 

1.17 

11.90 

34-28 

!P 

Per hectare Average Yield of 
Focidgrains (in qtls.) (1989-90) 

12.1 

12,2 

1 6 . 0 

17.4 

1 gs;. 

Per capita Agricultural 

Produce (Kgs .)< 1989-90) 

196 

313 

285 

^tzcz:. 

1 m0... 

■■ 'I'p. 
1' 

I# 

Gross Value of Agricultural 
Produce (in Rs.) 1989-90S 





' ■ 

a) Per ha. Net Area sown at 





Ill; 

1980-81 prices 

4899 

6241 

6364 

6118 


b) Per capita (Rural) at 





[' t / 

5 f- 
1" / 

1980-81 prices 

551 

821 

924 

988 

Share of primary sector to 
total Net Domestic Produce 
at current rate (1988-89) 

92.6 

91.8 

84.5 

77.4 

■1 ' 

Source 3 1. Statistical Diary, 

U.P . , 

1993, 

Economics 

and 


Statistics Department. State Planning Institute, 

■ ' 1 ■ ' ' 

Lucknow 5 





. ! ’ I ! ,’l 

2. Statistical Diary, 

Uttara 

nchal , 

State Planning 


I n 5 1 i t u t e , L u c k n o w . 





']'A 

• i j i'*’ ■ 

per cent of tb.e total coT>su,!Fipt ic 

m of a 

lectr x ci 

ty is consumed 

[;‘Y 
?! 1 .. 



hill 







R5.iy3i&4 arid for state is Rs.6118. Per capita gross va:uB 
of agricultural produce in these districts xs cGmpa.ratis-'s J y 
lower that) the average of the state. The secondary ano. 
tertiary sectors are under developed and about 92 per cant of 
the total net domestic produced is contributed by the primary 
sector in both the districts while the share of primary 
sector to total net aomestic produce is S4.5 per cent in the 
Hill region ard 77^4 per cent in the stats as a whole (Table 


2.9 . Animal Husbandry and Lives t o ck 





Animal husbandry is an allied agricultural activity 
which is Ffot only a source nf errinl oyment and income in the 
rural areas but also a part of wealth and assets of ;the 
households. The quality of livestock plays an imp-ortant role 
in determiriing the level of inccsme from the animal husbandry. 
Though the number of livestock is substantially higher in the 
hill districts of the state compared to other districts, but 
due to poor quality of animals, the income from livestock is 
generally below the average of the state. The number of 
livestock per thousand of population is 1095 in district 
Chamoii and 1114 in Pithoragarh as against 698 in the Hill 
regior? and 461 in the state as a whole. The numoer of milch 
animals per 'thousand of - population is also sufestant-islly' 
higher in both the districts than the averaqe of the state 



(Table S.iS)? being 132 in district Chamoli and •iS4 in 
Pithoragarh. Howsverj the average -figure o-f miich -aniiTiia.l per 
thousand o-f population i-s 69 in the state and 115- in the 
region. 


Lark of voter -Inarv boapital-s in the rural areas is one 


of the iTsain -factor-s 


nd-ardevsiopment of animal husbandry 


in the state. On an average, on-e veterinary hospital is 
shared by 16399 livestock irs district Chamoli and 1S673 in 
district Pithoragarh as against one vetarinary hospital for 
35244 livestock in the whole state (Table 2,12), Similarly, 
one livestock DevelQf>msnt Centre has to look after 9062 
livestock in district Chamoli and 7511 livestock in district 
Pithoragarh. The average figures of livestock is 7EE6 xn the 
region and 35244 in the state which have to share one 
Livestock Development Centre, Considering the magnitude of 
the milch animals, it seems that the number of mjlK 
collection centres are not adeguate in the Hill region as 
well as in the state. The number of milk collection centres, 
per lakh of milch animals are 1.50 in district Chamoli and 
0,99 in Pithoragarh as against -1.EE in the Hill region and 
0.53 in the state as a whole. As far as the number of 


poultry 


icerned, the position of Hill region is better 


than the positiors of both the districts as well as the state. 
However, the number o-f p^oultry-, per ?=hoLisand of oopulation is 
Si in, , the ■, stalls \ 
di str ids , 



Nq = Q ^ L : 
thousand 
{ 1989-90 


Hq . o M 
thousand 


iwestock pof vSi-e 
osDitai (1990-91) 


16899 18673 


No. of Livestock 
stock D&vslopmer 
<1990-91) 


of Milk collection 
rss? per lakh of s* 
lals (199091) 


No, of Poultry per thousand 
of papulation (1988) 

NO. of Goats per thousand 
of population 

1^4 o , Qf Sheep per thousand 
of population 


993. Economics an 
Planning Institute 


7 1 


districts compatred to the state's average figure of goats and 
sheeps^ The nuttsber of goats per thousand of papuiat-lon is 
about E10 in district Chamoli and 244 in district Pithoraga.rh 
while the corresponding figure for the hill region and the 
state is 153 and 100 respectivsly (Table 2.12). The nuftiber 
of sheep per th-ouSxand of population is also higher in the 
hill districts thars the state. 


2.10 Inf rast ructural Facilities 


The level of basic infrastructural fa, cilities related to 
transport, coiitmuni cat ion , health, education, finance and 
other welfare measures and. the accessibil xty of the people to 
them are essential conditions for development. The means of 
transport, like road and rail are important components of 
social overhead capital which facilitates the movements of 
labour, capital and commodity. The length of road per 1000 
sq= kms. of the geographical area is 142 kms . in district 
Chamoli and 146 kms. in Pithoragarh as against 224 kms. in 
the Hill region and 256 kms. in the state (Table 2.13). Hhen 
the length of road is calculated in accordance with 
population it is found that the length of road per lakh of 
population is higher in both the districts than the average 
length of road in the region as well as i.n the state. This 
is due to low density of popiu.lation in tne hill districts. 
As far as railway .line is concerned- no possibility for such 
'connectipn oKists. Teleoraph, telephorie and post offices 
are alsu imnc- r t r---.' h!- i c utilities Mjhich are basic 


-=vs;lism„ The nuntbsf of 

components in the communx cat.on 

u &er lakh of pooulation is 10 = 00 in district 

telegraph o+Ti‘-as pet ia.-.i « ^ , 

,, -1 in Pithoragarh, ^.hile on an average 4.4 

telegraph pffleea are shared hy one laXb of population in the 
state. The number of post offioes per lakh of population is 
substantially higher in both the districts as compared to the 
state, being 76.4 in district Chamoli. 69.8 in Pilboragarh 
and -14.2 in the state. The telephone connections y per lakh 
of population are lesser in number in districts ChamoU and 
Pilboragarh than the average figures of telephone connections 

in the state. 

The facilities for education and medical care are 
another essential parts of the infrastructure. There are 207 

junior basic schools, 46 senior basic schools, 28 higher 

secondary schools and 0.66 degree college per lanh of 

population in district Chamoli whereas in district 

Plthoragarh 189 Junior fc.asic schools, 36 senior basic 

schools, 21 higher secondary schools and 0.71 degree colleges 

s -v nn= >^f DDDulation (Table S.13). By and 

are shared uy ont- s- . 

, . c s-i-.Tssii irictt'ii'utions. oer lakh of 

larges the number ot n-aur-a .i un-i ins ... -UviaKv* , r- 

, <-4 -Hear rsn hUi districts as Compared to 

papulation -ar « ,!Xv!i..r 


the average of t-hs s 


-ate. So far as .health and medical 
facilities are concerned, it is found that the district 
Chamoli has 14.24 allopathic hospitals/dispensar iss and 
public health centres per lakh of population. In disir.ntt. 
Pithoragarhj the number of allopathic hoapitals/uispSisSTi. - - 
per lakh of population are 13.92. While the corr--s;-t: ’ . 



for the hill 


nurefasr af jriaternity-cum— child welfare 


centres per 


of Dooulati. 


of papulation i 


rict Chamoli 


Pithoragarh and 11.40 in the hill, reeion. while the averaae 


larly the nuiTffaer of 


t igure 


prisnary agricultural credit societies per lakh of population 


is higher in hath the districts as coinpared to the region 


well as the state 


18.77 in district Chamoli, 25.85 ir 


15.0CJ in Hill 


However the facility of land develo pBrsent bank is by ansi large 


similar in both the districts as well as in the region and 


the state. The cooperative agricultural marketing 


However 


shed in both the districts 


agr i cultural . marketing societies are funutioning 


their numbers are lower than 


The number 


number 


0,36 in district Pithoragarh 


number of 


popul 


i st r i cts 


Table E.13 


s avffl of Tnf rastrULctu ral DevelQ.ggimL^ 


Dsscriptior; 

C harno 1 i 

Fitrho- 

r - 5 l 3. r H 

y.p. 

Hills 

U . P . 

Length of road per 

142 

146 

228 

256 

Length of Road per lakh ot 
populatiovi f ks>5 „ ~ 1991 - 9S> 


■226 

195 

56 

No. of Telegraph Offices per 
lakh of pQpulatinn (19S9-90) 

10.0 

14, 1 

11.1 

4.4 

No. of Post Offices per lakh 
of Population \ 1969-901 

76,4 

69.-3 

42,3 

14,2 

No. of Telephone connections 
per lakh of population (1989- 

90) 144 

14S 

373 

213 

No- of Educational Institutions 
per lakh of population (1992— 92>s 

a) Junior Basic Schools 207 

189 

144 


b) Senior Basic Schools 

46 

36 

30 

1 

c) Higher Secondary Schools 

28 

.21^ - 

19 

•4 

d) Degree Colleges 

0.66 

0.71 

0.55 



No. of Allopathic hospitals/ 
dispensaries/PHCs per lakh of 
population (1990-91) 

14.24 

13.92 

12.41 

M 33 

No. of Hat ernity- cum— child 
welfare centres per lakh of 
population {1989-90) 

33 . 33 

36.89 

27.24 

1 

.■46.60 

No. of Primary Health Centres 
per lakh of population 
{1969-90) 

O' »"T fJ 
„ y <-f; 

4.88 

3.51 

2.14 

No. of Commercial Banks .per 
lakh of ,DOpulati.on (1991—92) 

10.50 

1 1 « 'EQ 

1 1 . 40 

6 X 30 

No, of Primary Agr i cultural 
Credit Societies per lakh of 
po pul at 1 o n { 1 990-9 1 ) 

16.97 


15,09 

7.74 


Table S,i3 (tontd...) 


bescrip*tion 

Chamol i 

Pitho- 

ragarh 

U.P, 

Hills 

y . F . 

No. of Land Developitsent Bank 
per 1-akh of population 
< 1990-91 ) 

0.23 

0.18 

0.22 

0.20 

No. of Cooperative Agricultu- 
ral Marketing Centres per lakh 
of' hectares of net area sown ■ 



18.72 

16.65 

No. of Agricultural Marketing 
Societies per lakh of popula- 
tion 

O.S3 

0.36 

0.56 

0.99 

No. of Cold Storag-e per 10-00 
sq.'''..'kms. ''(1990-^9-1 .Area- 

- 

- 

0.02 

0.30 

Per capita c-ons„ump'Lio'n of 
Electricity CKwh >’ (1989-90) " 

'45.^4- 

54.3 

■\ 99 . 4 

174.0 

Percentage of Villages 
electrified (1991-9E) 

69 « VO 

60.90 

73.55 

74 . 85 


Source ' StatieticaJ. Diary-,- U.P,, 1993, EcDoomics and 

Ejtat-i sties Dspartment, Stats Planning Institute, 
Lucknow;- 


Statistic-al Diary, Uttaranchal , -State Planning 
Institute, Lucknow- 


Ch-amoli and Pithoragarh- The percentage of villages 
electrified in both the districts are lower than the 
proportion of villages electrified in the region and the 
st-ate. The percentages of villages electrified is, 69,90 irs 
district Gharool i , 60.90 in district Pithoragarh, 73-55 in the 
Hill region and 74.85 in the state. The per capita 
consusTipt ion of electricity is extremely low in distr;at,-s 


Chairmli and Pithoragarh, being 45.4 ku?h. and ,un 

respectively . Whereas the average -figures of per cawila 
consumption of electricity are 199.4. kwh in the hill r#n3ion 
and 174.0 kwh in the state (Table 2.13). 




Accordino to the ecQuomi c csn^^us of Uttar Pradesn. 
district Cha.iTsOli and. Pithoraciarh have 16610 and 16»233 
enterprises res oect i ve ly j constituting 9.32 per cent and 
9.14 per cent in the total number of enter pu'ises (177526) in 
the hill region., Hajor^ty (about 92 per cent) of them are 
non— agri cultural establ i-shments The total number of 
enterprises in both the districts constitutes merely 1.25 per 
cent to the total number of enterprises in the state (Table 
2.14). E-y and large, most of the enterprises in these 
districts are small in sise in which, the entrepreneurs 
themselves are working and the share of such enterprises is 
accounted 72.30 p-er cent in the district Chamoli, 70. S7 per 
cent in Pithoragarh, 66.34 per cent in the hill region and 
74.31 per cent inthe state. Over all, the number of wor.kers 
per enterprise is 1.95 in district Chamoli and 1.94 in 
Pithoragarh, while the average number of workers per 
enterprise is 2.7S in the Hill region and 2.62 in the state 
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district Pithvj-'ayarb than the average of the region and the 
5t,3t, e , being 69 i!jc?r|c. oer lakh of poDuIation in district 
Pi the ragar h , 482 in the h-ill region and 440 in the stats as a 
‘.^fhole^ The value of per capita industrial produce is 
R5,3a.40 in district Pithoragarh, registering subs tant ial ly 
lower than the value of Rs.994.64 inthe Hill region and 
Rs. 1091 =04 in the state (Table 2.14), The number of working 
industrial units are 1124 in district Pithoragarh and 2556 in 
district Chamolx. These units are of Khadi industry, 
engineering industry, handloom industry and processing 
industry. 


CHAPTER JXX 


SAL xe:nt 


FEATUREIS 


OF” RESPONDENTS 
AND THEXR HOUSEHOL 


3.1 Detnofiraphlc Features 

As has already been pointed out for the purpose of this 
study same 340 iifomen have been surveyed in eight village-, 
selected from both the sample districts of Chamoli and 
Pithoragarh in the Hill region of Uttar Pradesh. The main 
objective of this chapter is two-fold s Ci) to comorehend the 
socio-economic features of households? in terms of 
popuiatiGn? family size, edunationr workforce?, occupation? 
landholding? housr5vq, nnima.l husbandry and income levels; and 
<ii> to portray the mair? character istics of the women 
respondents such as age-group? educat ional level and social 
groups. Table 3.1 presents the demc-g r aphi c structure of the 
households of the women in the samsple. The fatnilies of 340 
women (respondents) in the sample had a population of 1618? 
the average siae of family being 4.76 in aggregate, with a 
variation rangiing from 4.35 in village Panneygaon of Chamoli 
district to 5, E5 in village Chaura R^Jpur in district 
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Sithorags.rh . Taking all the saropla households together, the 
5 e;i— ratio was found 1005 -vemales per 1000 ttsales. However^ 
tba sex- ratio. was racordsd highest 130S in village Devat of 
district Pithoragach and lowest 73S in village Kharkarki also 
in district Pitborayarh^ 


Table 3.1 s Pod 


S It? X R a 1 1 

a and Si 

s e of t h 

; e Fam i 1 i e s 

of 

the Res PC 

indents 




Name of Village 

Ncj . of 
Respon- 
devTts 
in the 
sample 

Md. of 
■ Male 
Popula- 
tion 

No. of 
Female 
Popula- 
tion 

Total 

Popu- 

lation 

SeK Average 

Ratio Size of 
the fa- 
mi ly 

Panney Gaon 

40 

ao 

94 

174 

1175 4.35 

Bara Gaon 

40 

87 

91 

178 

1046 4.45 

Lasngasu 

40 

91 

103 

194 

1132 4.85 

Jhi rkoti 

40 

100 

107 

207 

1070 5.17 

Chaura Raj pur 

45 

1E3 

112 

235 

911 5.2,2 

Kharkark i 

45 

126 

93 

219 

738 4.87 

Devat 

45 

66 

112 

198 

1302 4.40 

Chhana 

45 

114 

99 

213 

S6S 4.73 

All Villages 

340 

807 

8i1 

1618 

1005 4,76 


Data regarding the distribution of population in the 
sample households according to different, age-groups j.s 
presented in Table . 3. S which indicates that about 11.74- per 

less than 5 veaLt'S of’ age and a. bout 


cent of 


4 per cent -ab'-vs -isO Vi^sr 


The gjorkforce Cage-group 19- 


59 years) in the sample bousehoids ccmstituted 47.47 per cent 
in tbs total piapmiat ion = The proportion ot poptulat- ion in 


.-9 n- .-T ^€5 


this B.QB orouD V3.rX8u T rofti 


39.13 oer cent in village Jhirkoti 


to 53. SO per cent- in Bara Gaon. The age of S1.45> per cent 
popuiatiofi in the sairtple households was recorded between 6 to 
13 years and 15.33 per cent in the age group of 13-19 years. 
Table 3.3 also indicates the variation in the proportion of 
population above 60 years among the sample villages. In 
village Kharkarki, the popiulation above 60 years constituted 
less than one per cent, while this figure was 7.33 per cent 
in village Langasu. 


Table 3.3 s Distribution of Population in the Households 
According to Different Aoe Grou ps 


Aga-Group,s (Years) 


Name of village 

Less 

than 

5 y r s 

6—12 

13-13 

19-59 

Above 
60 yrs 

Total 

Panney Gaors 

13.07 

1 S . 39 

16b O’? 

50 00 

3.45 

174(100.0) 

Bara Gaon 

■n ♦— > 

v9 s “T-iJ* 


1^. 10 

53.30 

2.25 

17S< 100.0) 

Lasngasu 

13.40 

O -■! . -.'3 "3 

~l -I" r. 

43 .31 

7.22 

194(100. 0) 

Jhirkoti 

~7 

37.54 

■» 

39. 13 

3.86 

207 <100.0) 

Chaura Raj pur 

13 . 63 

33 . 40 

10.64 

43.51 

3.83 

335 C 100.0) 

Kharkarki 

13.79 

■»-> .4 
£1. 1 « 

.i ^ ^ Ji ■ 

d. 4 rt 

e a f *1- 

0.91 

219C 100.0) 

Devat T . 

11.63 

33.32 

.16. 16 


5-. 05 

1 93 C. 100.0) 

Chhana ' : 

14. OS 

18.31 

12.21 

49.77 

5.63 

313 C 100.0) 

All Villages 

11.74 

21 . 45 ; 

45.33 

47.47 

■ 4.01 

* 1 6® 1 S S-j s 0 j ■ 



83 


3-2 Educational Lt?ve-1 

The educational leval of the pofmlation in- the sample 
househoids has been, presented in Table 3.3. The analysis of 
data regarding the education of the family members of the 
sample households revealed that 3Q,35 per cent of the total 
population was illiterate. The illiterate population was 
lowest HO. 71 per cent in village Devat and highest 42,55 per 
cent in village Chaura Raj pur . The population whose 
educational level was upto primary standard constituted 31.40 


Table 3.3 s 

Educational 

Level 

of Pooulation 

in the 

Sam ole 


Households 






Name of 
Village 

Percentage Distribution 
According to 

of the papulation 
Education 


11 li- Pri- 
terate mary 

Juni or 

High 

School 

High 

School 

Inter- Gradu- Total 
mediate ate Popu- 

lation 

Panney Gaon 

33.33 33.91 

18.40 

11.49 

1.72 

1.15 

174(100) 

Bara Gaon 

24.. 16 35.30 

20.22 

12.36 

3.93 

3.93 

178(100) 

Lasngasu 

23,87 30.41 

14.95 

12.89 

8-76 

4.12 

194(100) 

Jhirkoti 

21 .26 31 .40 

22,22 

16.43 

6.HS 

2.41 

207(100) 

Chaura Raj p^'?' 

m 3^- iIZH ™ •'5-3 ■ 

16.17 

6.81 

1.70 

1,28 

235(100) 

Kharkarki 

3^"^ tt 

'c-3 . / 4 

12. 33 

3,20 

0,91 

219(100) 

Devat 

’? *-5 

16. 16 

20 -.71 

4.54 

1.01 

198(100) 

Chhana 

3i ,92 31,40 

18.31 

11.74 

3.29 

4,22 

213(100) 

Al 1 Vil lages 

30.35: 3.1 ,40 

18.79 

12.97 

4.14 

2,35 

1618(100) 
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per cent- in the total p^ociulat ion = Table 3.3 shows that the 
persons who were educated upto -Junior High School and High 
School ■ recorded 18.79 pi-er cent- and 12.97 per cent 
respectively. The education of 4.14 per cent population was 
Intermedi-ate and 2.35 per cent were Graduate and above in the 
sample households. 

The educational level oT female population has been 
worked out separately. Table 3.4 reveals that the 
illiterates among female population were 43.52 per cent in 
the sample households. However, among males 17.62 per cent 

Table 3.4 : Educational Level of Female Population in 
the Sample Households 


Hama of 

Mill a g e 

Percentage Distribution of 
popul-ation According to E 

the Feme, 
ducation 

X S' 

• • 

.11 ii~ 

^ 1^* .5 j 

Pri — 
s , mary 

J un i Q r 
High 

3 C h 0 0 1 

High Inter- Gradu- 

Schaol mediate ate 

' Total 
PqChi— 
lat ion 

Panney : Gapn ■ 

■ 4S'(- 19 

. 36 ..- 14 

: 12,05 

2 , 4 '"i — 

1.21 

100.00 

Bara Gaon 

35..: 10 

■41. 67 

9.52 

-in . 71 - 

- 

100.00 

Lasng-asu 

40,78 

3 . 07 

17.48 

e ■4- « 

.0> 97 

100.00 

-Jhirkoti 

'3^ « ,5-S 

^ i '7p. 

•13 = 69 

8.41 3.74 

2.80 

100.00 

Cbaura Raj p=ur 


-30.-37 

4, 46 

0.89 0.89 

- 

100,00 

Kharkarki 

54.17 

/33.33 

6,25 

5,21 1.04 


100,00 

Devat ■ 

26 .'13 

46.85 

: 14,41 

9.91 , 1 .80 

0 , 90 

100.00 

Chh-an-a 

43 . 43 

37. 3S 

11.11 

■ 3,03 3,03 

’ ,2.02 

-i n. ■: , 00 

All Villages 

43,52 

35.97 

11.82 

- 5.67 : 7 2.01 

: 1,-01 

■,‘t f'-. 
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were illiterates- The illiterat-&s amonfi. featalee was hi&hest 
63»39 per cent ir> village Chaura Rajp^jr and lowest, E6-13 per 
cent in village Esevat,. Data presented in Table 3»4 shows 
that the educatinnal levels of 3S.,97 per cent females was of 
primary standard. Those who were educated upto Junior High 
School constituted 11-SE per cent in the total female 
population in aggregate with variations in the sample 
villages. The education of !>,67 per cent females was High 
School and S.01 per cecft were Intermediate. Some of the 
female population were Graduates in the sample households and 
their percentage was 1,01 in the total population, 

3.3 Housing Structure 

Data regarding the housing structure of the sample 
households presented in Table 3.5 reveals that about 90 per 
cent houses were pucca which were made of cement, stones, 
bricks and wood. Rest of the houses were either semi-pucca 
or kuchha- All the houses of the respondents in village 
Chaura Rajpur were pucca in nature while in village Langasu, 
about SO per cent houses were pucca. The analysis of data 
regarding accommodation in the sample households reveals that 
the number of rooms were not sufficient for fajmily members. 
It is found that about 3=06 rooms are shared by a family of 
4,76 members in tfi.? sample households and the accommodation 
was not sufficient. h-3.. " dot rent, cases as reported by the 
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in their houses. Variations were also found in the 
proportion of households, in the sample villages who had 
provision of separate kitchens and it varied, from 2S.S per 
cent in village .Devat to, 57.8 per cent in village CHaura 
Raj pur. The facility of bathroom and lavatory within the 
house premises was found in merely 8-2 per cent householdr- >, n 
the total sample. In the villages like Bara.gaon in dislr.i:ct 
Ghamoli and Dev-at in district Pithoragarh, there were no 
facility of bathroom and lavatory within the residsFitial 
premises.. Though. all the sample villages in both the 
districts were electrified but all the households were rsot 
electrified. Taking all the sample households together, the 
houses of 55,.3 per cent respondents had electricity 
connections. The pirovision of electricity in the houses 
varied f rom' 40 per cent s-ample households in yi3.1age Devat to^ 
82.2 per ■cent .xn/villaas ‘kharkarkda. 



Name of 
Village 


Table 




St rue It 


turp -,-i: and AccQinmo d^tl - g a 


Mature NO. yhother 5a"ori 

^”-re- of of ‘oparata of bath- olectfx- 

^alSl Houaa ooon, f<itchoo_ ra»,and f .ed 

in the 7~ w _ _1_ Yes No Yes No 

aao-plo Pu; ma- Vea No 

Kucha 


Panney Gaon 40 SS.5 17.5 144 45.0 55.0 15.0 85.0 45.0 55.0 5S-5 47.5 
Bara Gaon 40 9S.5 7,5 142 40,0 60,0 - 100.0 45.0 55.0 67.5 32.5 
Lasngasu 40 SO.O 10.0 156 37.5 62.5 12.5 87,5 45.0 55.0 62.5 37.5 
Jhirkoti 40 85.0 15.0 182 40.0 60.0 20.0 SO.O 55.0 45,0 62.5 37.5 
Chaura Raj pur 45 100.0 - 115 57.8 42.2 4,4 95.6 62.2 37,8 42.2 57. S 
Kharkarki 45 95.5 4.5 82 33.3 66,4 13.3 86.7 82.2 17.8 28. S 71.2 
Devat 45 91.0 9-0 108 28.8 71-2 - 100.0 40.0 60.0 24,4 75.6 
Chhana 45 88.8 11.2 111 35.5 64.5 2.2 97.8 64.4 35.6 35.6 64.4 
All Villages 340 89.7 10.3 1040 39.7 60-3 8.2 91,8 55.3 44.7 46.2 53.8 


Selection of households and, respondents was made from 
all the social groups in the selected villages. The 
campositon of social groups in the sample indicated that 
77.35 per cent of the respondents were from General caste. 
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72.94 per cent households were headed, by male members and in 
the- rest, . of 27,06 .per cent cases, the female members were 
heading,; the households ■ 
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3 . 4 j..i ves to tk Patterri and Land Holding s 

*-,E^ist-s pe r’t-iaiTi ing to liv'sstock patterts in the sasrspls 
households indicated that the nufTiher of livestock per 
household was 3,94 in aggregate with dif+erentiais in the 
sample villages. In village Baragaony per -farriily of 4.45- 
members has to look after eight animals, whereas in village 
Langasu, per family (4.48 members) the number of livestock 
was S.45. It is a general practice in the rural households 
of Hill region that atieast a pair of bullocks is kept in the 
households irrespective of sise of land holdings. In s-orrse 
case, it is not viable to keep bullocks in small holdings. In 
the Hill region, the burden of work related to animal 
husbandry is generally on the shoulders of females and the 
responsibility of feeding, mat ntain i ng , milching and grazing 
them is taken by female members in the households. Livestock 
contributes significantly in the household assets 

cotTfposit ion tif the rural households. Table 3,6 shows that 
the p e r ho use h o 1 n v> a. 1 u e of 1 i v e s I o c k was a c c a un t e d R s . 3S4S i n 
the sampin huuseholds.. In to«- indi.virfual sample villages, 
the per hou-sshoid va.s.ue^of.. livestock was highest Rs.iHTRS in 
village B-aragaon and it; . waS: lowest Rs.56S7' in village 
Langasu. 

Information about the agricultural land holdings in the 
sample hausebolds was also collected. Data in this .eg-.-:’ 
revealed that the average size of land holding was rcc- ’-c-.d 
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Table 3.6 - Pattern o-f Livestock xn Sample Households 


Mams of Mil lags 

Mo . of 
Respo— 
dents 
in the 
sample 

Total 
Hq .of 

1 i V e— 
stock 
in the 
HH 

Total P 
Value 1 
of 11- 1 
vastock 
<R5. i 

er Fami— Per 
y h4o. of HH Va~ 
ivestock lue of 
live- 
stock 
<Rs.) 

Average 
Value of 
per live 
stock 
( R s . J 

Fanney Gaon 

40 

131 

310400 

3.27 

7760 

2369 

Bara Gaon 

40 

240 

511800 

6.00 

12795 

2133 

Lasngasu 

40 

98 

235500 

2.45 

5887 

2403 

Jhirkoti 

40 

154 

348150 

3.85 

8704 

2261 

Chaura Raj pur 

45 

244 

561170 

5.42 

12470 

2300 

Kharkarki 

45 

161 

296100 

3.58 

6580 

1 839 

Devat 

45 

142 ' 

306250 

3.16 

6806 

2137 

Chhana 

45 

169 

439100 

3.75 

9756 

2598 

All Villages 

340 

1339 

3008470 

3.94 

8848 

2247 


1.18 acres per household with a wide variations in the sample 
villages. The p:r household, average size of land holding was 
highest E.7S -acres ir> village Chaura Raj pur and lowest 0.3S 
acre in vi Hags , Chhana. 

3-5 . Occupa-tinn of york F'orce 

Takinq all the sarrspla hcsuseholds together, the number of 
working p>Opuiation engaged in different activities was- 769, 
registering 47. 5£ per cent of the total population. Table 




3.7 Hho^s the occupatiQTial distribution of M^orkers in the 
sample households. Due l-o lack, of opporxunities for gainful 
emplDvrr.ent in non-agricultural sector, the rural labour-force 
has no other option but to fail back on agriculture. Out of 
total vjorkers ir the sample households 75. 4S per cent were 
workinq as cultivators and this proportion varied from 65. SS 

Table 3.7 s Primary Occupation of the yorkina Force in t he 
SanriOlg Households 


Name, of 
Village 

Occupational Distribution of 

yorkers in the SaHsple HH 

Culti- Agrl, 
vators Laoou- 

Animal 
-Hus b— 

y-age Rural 
Ear- Craft 

Servi— Busi— Others iotal 
ce ness 


rer 

an dry 

ners & Indu' 
stry 
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91 

C 100.0) 
85 


76 


115 


107 


93 


116 


18 ■ . 761 

(75.43) < 1 . 43 ) to. 39 ) ( 6.76) ( 0 . 39 ) C 8,45) (4.82) (3.34'^ ( -^00.0) 


Panney Gaon 

73 — 

(83.75) 

5 

( 5-75X1 

1 1 5 

,15){ 1.15X5.75X3 

Bara Gaon 

75 

(83.43) 

5 

t 5.49) 

3 8 

( 3.30X8.79) 

Langasu 

61 5 

(71.76) (5,88) 

— 9 

( 10.59) 

-54 

< 5.86X4,71X1 

Jhirkoti 

C73„do t 1 

•1 1 

.33) ( 1 .33) 

- 8 5 

( 10.53) (6,58) (3 

Chaura Raj pu 

jr OO . 

r 7 £7, 

( BO QO ) ( 0 

.1 , 13 

- 87) f IT.SOXO 

1 3 . 3, 

.S7X S.61)(S.61)(1 

Hharkarki 

"7 

j 7 

( 73 - 90 ) ( 0 = 93 > 

( 3.31) 

.16 8 
(14.95) (7.87X0 

Devat 

60 1 
(65.33) ( 1 .09) < 1. 

1 4 

„ QO ) { 4 ^ 34 ) ( 

1 15 3 

.09X16.30X3.17X8 

Chhana 

85 3 

(73.38) (I.TH) 

“ ■ 13 

(10.34) 

- 14 2 

<1E.0?X1.7S)(0: 

A1 1 Villages 

580 1 1 

3 53 

3 ■ '65. '37 


per cent in viilarge Devat to 82.75 per cent, in village Panney 
Gaon- Some af the workers were empieyad. in service either in 
Government or non— government jobs in urban or semi— urban 
areas near the villages and they constituted 8.45 per cent in 
the total working force. The percentage of workers engaged 
in service sector was higher in those villages which are 
nearer to urban or town areas. Village Devat in our sample 
is situated near the district headquarter Pithoragarh as a 
result the piercentage of workers in service was highest 
(16.30 per cent's. Another 6.76 p>er cent workers were wage 
earners irs non-anricultura.:! sector. Table 3.7 highlights 
that the business was the fcsurth major occupation in which 
4.82 per cent workers were evjgaged.. About 1.43 per cent 
workers were anr i c:f.ltr.rr~i labour srs . Household industries 
are not developed '?n t!-:e sample vi.iiagss and hardly 0.3? per 
cent workerf; had t.i’sls nrrupation. 


3,6 Ho us>3hold Income 


Data regarding household income from different sources 
were collected, from the respondents to know their economic 
conditions. The data of household income have been analysed 
in Table 3.8 which indicates that per household annual income 
from all sources is recorded Rs. 16498 with wide variaitons ?.n 
the sample villages. The per household annual income ' s 
found lowest Rs. 11182 in village Panney Gaon while iV .as 


m 


highest Rs = S'^4a7 in -j-illage Chaura Raj pur. Per capita income 
in the sample householr-s is recorded R5,3467, In village 
Kharkarki, the oer . c.~u;-ita income jy-as 35^4346 which was 
highest in the s-nole villages. On the other hand? the per 
capita incnme was lowest Rr.pHPO in village, Jhirkoti, The 
analysis revealed t'hait the per notEsehold as well as P'er 
capita income was higher in sample villages of district 
Pithoragarh as compared to district Chamali. 


Table 3,S s Annual Income of the Households of the 
.Respondents 



Name of Village No. of 

Total 

Total 

Per HH 

Per 

Respo— 

Popula- 

Yearly 

Annual 

inc 

dents 

tion of 

Income 

Income 

( Rs 

in the 
sample 

the HH 

{Rs. > 

(Rs. ;> 



Pancfey Gaon 

40 

174 

447300 

11182 

£5-7 -j 

Bara Gaon 

40 

178 

734700 

18367 

^ 'i p' T 

Langasu 

40 

194 

492560 

■12314 

2539 

Jhirkoti 

40 

207 

5S9000 

14725 

ES45 

Chaura Raj pur 

45 

235 

966900 

21487 

4114 

K hark -ark i 

45 

2-19 

95 -1740 ^ 

21150 

4346 

Dsvat 

'45 : 

i Qp. 

,774350 

172GS 

3911 

Chhana' 

■ ,45 

■2 '1.3 ' 


-■4 43,04 

,3064 

All Vlllag.e.s, ' , t 

3*0-''" 

,-.‘1 -fv *'i?5 

' ' P'3-0 

',1,6498 




Table 3.9 presents the data D-f the household incorae ■From 
diFFerent sources. It revealed that agriculture was the 
major source of household income in the sample households. 
Aori culture contributes more than 37 pter cent oF the total 
household income. DiF f srentials have been found in the share 
oF agriculture in the total household income in the sample 
villeig^'^'' To viilana Deva't, about- 1S.63 per cent households 
income is generattnd from agriculture whereas agriculture 
contributes oiore than 67.76 per cent income to households in 
village Baragaon. The second major source of household 
income was the service which gerxerates 20.20 per cent income 
of the sample households. In the individual sample villages, 
service has been the first major source of households income 
in village Kharkarki and Devat accounting 43.37 per cant and 
38.51 per cent of the household incoime in the res pact ivs 
sample villages. It is general practice that outmigration of 
able-bodied from the rural areas of the hill region tak^?, 
place at high rate for employment and income. The migran ., • 

usually send remittances from the workplace to the Famiiy 

members at a regular intervals. Some of the researcHers call 
th, hill economy as -money-order- economy. Our sorvey data 
also revealed that about 18 per cent of the aggregate 
household income is earned from remittances, fl »id. variation 

has been recorded in the share of remittances to the total 

household income itithe sample villages. tn 

.. . , *. rersitt'ancBS , was-:, -as high as 

Jni rko ii y : '-ho >. on,-, !,,i ju-, ^ 

' ... sample >0:UBehal 
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Table 3.9 5 Source Household Annual J lncotTsa in the 
Sam D 1 -g Hq us e h o 1 ds 

Sources of Househuld Annual Income (Re«) 

Animal Trade Ssrvi- CraFt/ Pen- Remit- Others Total 
'-;.isb-- and ce Wages sion tancee 


Panney Gaon 

Bara Gaan 

Langasu 
Jhi rkoti 

Chaura Raj pur 540900 54300 91500 73000 110800 32800 73600 - 966900 

(55.94)( 5.6H)( 9.46)( 7.55) (11.46) ( 2.36)( 7.61) (100.0) 

Kharkarki 

Devat 

Chhana 

All H079390 219000 415900 11 33600 299260 350000 1001200 110900 5609250 

(37.08) (3.90) (7.42) (20,20) (5.33) (6.23) (17.86) ( 1 . 98) ,( 100.0) 


315740 31200 35800412800 27400 18400 37400,73000951740 

(33.17) ( 3.29) ( 3.76) (43.37) ( 2.89) ( 1.93) ( 3.93) (7.66) C 100.0) 

121050 H620Q 41500 298200 27600 91800 148000 20000 774350 

(15.63) ( 3.38) ( 5.36) (38.51 )( 3.56) ( 11 .86) ( 19. 12) (S.5S) ( 1Q0.0) 

185400 12000 34000 128400 72700 127400 92800 652700 

(28.41)( 1.84)( 5.21)(19. 67X11. 14){19.51)<14, 22) (100.0) 


157400 56300 55400 28600 12000 12000 125400 - 447300 
(35. 19)(12. 59X12. 39)( 6,44X S,6SX E.68){2a.03) (100.0) 


497800 3 1000 84500 31000 16200 

(67.76X ,4.22) ( 11.50) { 4,22X 2.20) 


71200 3000 734700 

( 9.69 X 0.41) (100.0) 


111100 2500 40400 103000 27460 50000 143200 14900 492560 

(22.56) { 0.51 X 8.20X20.91 X 5.57X10. 15) (29.07) (3. 03X 100.0) 


150000 5500 32800 58400 5100 27600309600 ~ 589000 
(25.47) { 0.94) ( 5.57) ( 9.92) ( 0.87) ( 4.67 X 52.56) (100.0) 


Name nf 

Village — — 

Agri" 
cuU- 
u r e 



On . the other hand, nearly 3.93 per cent of the hotisehold 
inc.QRie was shared, by, reixsittartces in village Kharkarki- Aniirsal 
husbanarv and. crane -antJ. bu.sinsSs- n-ava ■also baan the source qt 

.h .a V e q en e r at e d 3 . 90 pe r 
e,L\/.; .T.ahle, 3.9 ,als.O; 
'■ ' pehsioB S .which 



contributed 5„33 per cent and 4,23 


1 h o u s e n o j q i n came 


mple were below poverty 


line 3S th 


than Rs. 11000 


of Indx 


per household per annurrs. Looking at the figures of different 


it is revealed that 


income 


in village Langasu the households below povefty line were 


recorded highest 70-00 per cent while on the other hand, the 


households in village Chaura Raj pur were 17.17 per cent 


this category- The income of 32.35 per cent households in 


the sample villages was between Rs.11001 to fts. 20000. In the 


individual sample villagesr the proportion of households x 
this income bracket varied from 15.00 per cent in villag 


Lanoasu to 51-11 per cent in village Chhana. Taking all 


ample households together, merely 2.65 per cent households 


However 


had their annual income more than Rs. 50 ,000 


village Panney Gaon, there was not a single househoid in 


ki, about 6.67 per 


in village Khark 


Cont rarv 


I he c?r?nuaji. incoffie oi 


r 



Qf. 



Tat 


DisTrit^utioTi of Households -ftccording to 
l>;s T -f'ergTjt Ir;co!^tg Groups 


Name of ^4o= of 


ds ip Di 

f rent 

XriCOiTse Groups (in Rs.) 

Vi 3 lage . — _ — 

Less than 
5000 


- -1001- 
20000 

2000 1-- 

30001- 

50000 

A fc* o V e 

50000 

Total 

Panney Gaon 9 

15 

11 

■p 

3 

— 

40 

i 2.2. =. 5-0 > 

O'? . 50 ) 

/ ^>"7 ^ \ 

( 5 . 00 ) 

( 7.50) 


(100.0) 

Bara Gaon 2 

a 

.-i 

* c. 

14 

3 

1 

, ,„.a„40 

( 5,00) 

(20.00) 

(30.00) 

(35.00) 

< 7.50) 

( 2.50) 

( 100„..0) 

Langasu 9 

19 


2. 

3 

1 

40 

(22.50) 

(47.50) 

(15.00) 

< 5.00) 

( 7.50) 

( 2.50) 

( 100.0) 

Jhirkoti 2 

21 

9 

h 

1 

1 

40 

( 5.00) 

(52.50) 

( 22 . 50 ) 

(15.00) 

( 2.50) 

( 2.50). 

< 100. 0) 

Chaura Raj pur 2 

6 

20 

7 

9 

1 


( 4.44) 

( 13.33) 

(44.45) 

(15.56) 

(20.00) 

< 2.22) 

\ 100 .0) 

Kharkarki 2 

10 

15 

6 

9 

3 

4:5 ■ 

( 4.44) 

(22.23) 

(33.33) 

( 13.33) 

(20.00) 

( 6.67,) 

< i 00 -^(y- 

Devat 1 

14 

14 

13 

2 

1 

4.5 

{ 2.22) 

(31,11) 

(31.11) 

(28.30) 

( 4.44) 

( 2.22) 

( ■'* 00 . 0 ) 

Chhama 3 

13 

23 

2 

3 

■| 


( h „ hi ) 

(28. S9) 

(31.11) 

( 4.44) 

( 6.67) 

( 2 . 22 ) 

( 100 . 0 5 

All Villages 30 

106 

110 

52 

33 

9 

"340 

( 8.S2) 

{31.18) 

(32.35) 

(15.29) 

( 9.71) 

( 2.65) 

( iOO.O) 




As already iB®n.lio«4Mi earlier that. frtjjR each selected 


households, one woman (effective i>articipant in workforce) 
had been interviewed, and relevant information was collected. 


The age of the women Cres^pondentsl varied fr- am iA years to 56 
years in the sample villages. The distribution of women 
(respondents) according to different age groups has been 
presented in Table 3.11. The analysis of data pertaining to 
age distribution of the respondents reveals that the age 
group of 21 to 35 years was the major group in which there 


were 47.65 per cent respondents. In the individual sample 


village, the proportion of respondents in this age group 


varied from 30.00 per cent in village Panney Gaon to 67.50 


major group 


respondents was 36 to 50 years which accounted 36.82 per cent 


However, variation has been found in the 


sample villages. The proportion of respondents in this age 


n village Langasu. The respondents 


the total sample with differentials in their proportions in 


the sample villages. However, the age of any respondent was 
not above 56 years in the sample. Table 3.11 shows that the 
age of 0.88 per cent respondents was less than 20 years. But 
there was no respondent in five villages who were less than 





a* but. 

ion of th 

e’ Re^Donj 

Hants Accord 

i n 0 1 0 

\ a..ui. e ^ « ? » “ 

Hi 

•T ? ? r en t 

■ Ag 9 Grosi 

n-c. 









Name o-?- the 

C\ijQ 

--Group ot 

t.'he Res 

ptondents ( V ears ) 

Village 


21-35 

£5 f\ 

•-.J Ci* —J 

Above 50 

T 5j ta 1 

Panney Gaon 

- 

*1 

(30^00) 

1 9' 

( 47 „ ‘30 > 

9 

f 22 . 5 j0 ) 

40 

( 100,0) 

Bara. 6-aon 

- 

-i*=L 

( „ so > 

(57=50) 

P 

( 5 . 00 ) 

40 

C i 00 . 0 ) 

Lars gas u 

- '■ 

(67.-50) 

10 

( 25 . 00 ) 

( 7.50) 

40 

( 100,0) 

Jhirkoti 

- 

12 

(30.00) 

17 

(42.50) 

11 

(27.50) 

40 

(100.0) 

Chaura Raj pur 

- 

22 

<48. 88) 

22 

(48.88) 

*1 

( 2.23) 

■ 45 
( 1Q0.0) 

Kharkarki 

( 

•1 

S.23) 

27 

(60.00) 

12 

(26.66) 

5 

(11.11) 

45 

( HOO.O) 

Devat 

( 

1 

2. S3) 

27 

(60.00) 

14 

(31.11) 

3 

{ 6 . 66 ) 

45 

1 100 :o) 

Chhana 

( 

1 

2.23) 

20 

(44.44) 

15 

(33.33) 

9 

(20.00) 

45 

( 100.0) 

All Villages 

( 

3 

0.88) 

162 

(47.65) 

132 

(38. S2) 

43 

( 12.65) 

340 

(100.0) 


3-8 

ResDondents and 

Their Educat 

n Tt* 


when we look at 

the educati 

Q n -S. 1 

level of the women in 

the 

5 ample w e -f i r? d t 

1-^ 'i', i. j ir. ' ~i 

00 ps 

r cent were illiterate 

an d 

t h e e d. u c a t i o n a H' 

0PS.53 Dsr r: 


omen 'was upto p» rimary 

levs! 

. Table' -3'. 12 

5? ^. '• It 

at t 

he , respionder>t.s ’.vhosb 







Table 3. 12 s E<iuca^ion al Level of the Moi^en Reepondent- s 


Name oT 
VHllsge 


Educational Level of The Respondents 


illite~ Prim- 
rate ary 


Junior High 
H-S. School 


Inter-Gradu— 
medi- ate 
ate 


Total 


Panney Qaon 

27 9 

C£i7.50) (22.501 ( 

2 

5. 00) 

1 

(2.50) 

— 

1 40 

(2,50) (100.0) 

Bara Gaon 

£3 '1 3 

(55.00) (32.50) ( 

ii 

10.00) 

1 

(2v50) 

- 

- 

40 

(100.0) 

Langasu 

17 -li 

(42. 50) (27.50) f. 

6 1 
20.00) (2.50) 

2 

(5.00) 

1 40 

(2.50X100.0) 

Jhi rkot- i 

31 4 

(77 .,30) ( 10,00) < 

3.00^ 

2 

(S.OO) 

1 

(2.50) 

- 

45 

(100,0) 

Chaura .Raj pur 

30 13 

(66.67) (2S.aS>( 

£ 

4.45) 

- 

- 

_ 

45 

<100.0) 

Kharkarki 

32 9 

<71 , 11 ) (20,00) < 

4 

S.S9) 

- 

- 

-- 

45 

(100.0) 

Devat 

14 24 

(31 . 11) (53.33) ( 

3 3 1 

6.67) (6.67) (2.22) 

- , 

45 

(100.0) 

Chhana 

27 14 

(60,00) (31.11) ( 

2 

4-45) 

- 

11 45 

(2.22X2.22) (100.0) 

All Villages 

200 97 

(5S.33> (28.53) < 

27 

7.94) 

8 5 3 340 

(2.35) (1.47) (0.88) < 100.0) 


education was Junior High School constituted 7.94 per cent in 
the total sample. The education of another 2.35 per cent 
respondents was High School and 1.47 per cent was 
Intermediate- Taking all respondents together, it was found 


that the educatioria I lavel of per cent resposrdejit usas 

graduats, 'A significant variation was found in the 

educational level of fespondents in different villages. The 
proportion of illiterate respondents was found to be highest, 
i.s. 77,50 per cent in village Jhifkoti of Chamoli district 
and loivest 31,11 per cent in village Devat of Pithoragarh 
district. Table 3.12 shows that the educational level of the 
respondents was not beyond Junior High School in villages 
Chaura Raj pur and Kharkarki, There were three grartuata 
respondents in the total sample and they were fram village 
Panney Gaon, Langasu and Chhana. 


CHAPTER XV 



WORK QP* WQjHHH. A^O 

THE;XR ASeocXATED FRQBUEMS 


Ifi ac-eas o£ the hi .i. 1 region ^ woiaen equally ehar-fe 
the bread earnitig responsibility of the family and work 
shoulder to shoulder with their menfolk in various 
agricultural and animal husbandry operations in day to day 
life. Women participation is found in almost all the rural 
occupations. Their role in agricultural operations is very 
significant and their contribution works out to more than 
three-fourth of the labour required for agri. cul turai 
operations. Household activities are solely the concern of 
females. In the case of Hill region of U.P.;, the 
participation of women in household and non— household 
activities is comparatively higher than male workers and also 
to their other female counterparts in U.P. What explains 
this high work particip.ai.,ion is attempted in the following 
pages „ ■ ■ 



art V i ■j 8'^ Der-Porme'd bv ths*?’ arid t-ha ■time devoted to each 
such a.ctiV'ht 4 -e- 5 = yomen’s role in agricultural dperations is 
vsrv signif i cant-' in the' hill economy.. These *A?omen 
participate ?n almost- all the agr icultural operations viz. 
land prepar-ati-on, manuring:, sowing^ transplanting:, weeding^ 
hoeing? applying fertiiisersi taking care of crops from fef i 1 d 
animals, harvesting, threshing, carrying the produce from 
farm to home, storage of foodgrains and so on. The success 
or failure of agricultural production depends largely on the 
contribution ma.de by womenfolk as far as human labour is 
concerned since the participation of menfolk in agriculture 
is confined mainly to ploughing of land, irrigation and 
harvesting. The extent of participation of women at the farm 
is also governed by social and cultural variables. However, 
the social and cultural variables has a little impact on 
women in the hill region. Sharing o? economic activities by 
women is neither a new r>hsnomenon nor a new development. The 
women of hill region have to unde rgo a very hard life due to 
the gso~phy si cn >. ronrfitions of the region. The household 
activities per for-ned ry women consufTia the maKimumn time of the 
womenfolk. The maj^y household activities mostly done by 
females in the hill region are rearing of, child-ren and : old 
aged, cleaning utensils, washing clothes, cooking, milching 
cattle, arranging’ ’ fbd.de r for . cattle,,,;. bringing' water,- 

itching 



ion was collected ^rom the respondents a±iou.t the 


day to day work, household and non-household activities and 


pent by wosnen-folk in each activit 


we have divided the activities 


womenfolk into three categorie 


aoor 


(ii) indoor activities? and <iii> activities of 


leisurely and recreational types. Outdoor activities 


those activities which are performed outside the househol 


and involve the maximum amount of 


operations and collactian of fuel,, fodder and water fetching 
Indbor activities are confined to daily household work o 


loth washinq 


Comparecl 


own 


sn some in 


performing activities of leisurely and recreational type 


include, attending to religious and social 




and R*ay sometime'^ Isad to an extra ?nt:ome creation ■ tor 
^ 0 !i^en ^ o 1, k ff-ioet o*^ tne t lfrie tiss ’^.vofT^an do not 
the rseu.ired. t int*.? f’or; sirch act ivi ti es as tney are btisy 
eise^hei^s its bouc i-^hoid or nDn'^dDnsahcid ^ork.= 

. DstailsJ a-ialysfs of different activities performed by 
women Polk in the hiil economy and time devoted towards each 
such activity is presentsd in '^abls 4.1- A f undafTiental 


CQncj.U5,ion emerges at the very outset that is, a hill woman 


devotes about 16.49 hours in a day for c>erforming all such 
types of activities. In the individual sample districts, 
based on village-wise calculations a woman in district 
Chamoli had to spend 15.84 hours in a day while this f:.gu>'s 
was recorded about 17.08 hours in district Pithoragarh. Thff 
percentage ratio of work disposal according to ouscioorj 
indoor and recreational activities is recorded to be 6P- t? 
f;er cent, 21.11 per cent and 8,72 per cent >^e5pe t i v e },y 
This highlights the amount of physical labour that rural hill 
womenfolk have to perform in various activities. This work. 


in the absence of proper nutrition ana health care is bound 
to create serious health refiercussioTs for the mother and 
child and in fact it, does. The outdoor activities are highly 
time consuming., and about 1sl..g5 hours out of : a total daily 
routdrse wort: ', of , ''i.i:5.-49. ^h-o.urs Ms., absorbed tow.ards ,. its 
peri o rman ce . : xn percsn tag-e Cerm’s-, .this f igure works out to 


6S .'1,7 , ' pe r ■, cent 


^ST -i. Ij 


uxspcsa.i 


as 


■al.r'eady ; mers.tioned 


ear 1 i e . 


TOTAL 


Activities performed 
by Womenfolk 


CHAMOLt 

Per 

Woman 

per 

day 

hours 

of 


PITHORAGARH 


Per 
day 
Total 
hours 
of 

work 
of all work 
respO“ 
ndehts 


X age Per Per 
dist- day Woman 
ribu- Total per 
tion hours day 
of of hot^rs 
work work of 
disp- of ail work 
osal respo- 
ndents 


*/. age Per 
dist- day 
ribu- Total per 
tion hours day 
of of hours 
work work of 
disp- of all work 
osal respo- 
ndents 


Per X age 
Woman dist- 
ribu- 
tion 
of 

work 
disp- 
osal 


A. OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES 


1 

Agriculture 

647 

4.05 

1 

Animal Husbandry 

110 

0.69 

1 

Water fetching 

213 

1.33 

I 

f' 

Fodder Collection 

280 

1.75 

r 

Fuelwood collection 

286 

1.79 

B. 

INDOOR ACTIVITIES 




Cooking 

218 

1.36 


Washing Clothes 

144 

0.91 


House cleaning 

127 

0.79 

I:' 

Grinding & Husking 

202 

1.26 

i 

Care of Children 

8v8 

0.55 

c. 

LEISURELY ^ RECREATJ 

[ONAL 

TYPE 


Craft and Business 

•I4 

0.09 

1 

Reading & t'riting 

22. 

0,14 


Entertainment 

10 

0.06 

[ 

Social Work 

66 

0,54 


R e I i g i o u s Ac t i v 1 1 i e ' 

; 67 

0,54 

' TOTAL 

2535 

15.84 




25.57 

750 

4.16 

24,36 

1397 

4,11 

24.92 

4.36 

139 

0.77 

4.51 

249 

0.73 

4.43 

8.40 

270 

1.50 

8.78 

483 

1 . 42 

3.61 

11.05 

385 

2,14 

12.53 

666 

1.96 

11.88 

11.30 

406 

2.26 

13,23 

692 

2.03 

12.31 


8. 58 

229 

1.27 

7.44 

447 

1.32 

8.00 

5.75 

155 

0.86 

5.04 

299 

0.38 

5.33 

4.99 

125 

0,70 

4.10 

252 

0.74 

4,48 

7.93 

208 

1 , 16 

6.79 

410 

1.21 

7.34 

3.47 

134 

0.74 

4,33 

222 

0 , 65 

3.93 


ry c^p 

ciO 

0,11 

0.70 

34 

0.10 

0.60 

0 88 

38 

0.21 

1 .23 

60 

0.18 

1.09 

Q,.3fi 

7 

0,04 

0,23 

17 

0.05 

0,30 

3,41 

101 

0,56 

3.28 

187 

0.55 

3.33 

3. .41 

/- 

107 

0.59 

3.45 

194 

0.57 

3,45 

100,00 

3074 

17.08 

100.00 

5609 

16.49 

100.0 






In the finat categoi-y we place ae,t'i cult ore and llveet 


which conpumes 29.35 per cent of the total 


wor 


re Tiot very productive s-ctivities but are essenl-i 


poms time 


AriOther a iojiif i cant difrssrssion la ad 


them 


B amount 


1 hour 


whi ch 


alarming both for the 


problem of -^uel ar?d' ''od-ds^r 1 


region in general 


of health in long run and 


the womenfolk heavi 


coiTime re 


fuel and fodder in the vicinity of the villages has added an 


en V 1 r onmenta i isi 


now a household storv in the 


movsmrfn 


shov.<n the env i ronmental and family concern raised througn the 


Even water fetching is not an easy 


voice of 


Howe v-9 r 


ough 


n some viliags5> water has been provide 


by government 


woiT-enf n 1 


incompletion o 


such proje 
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The dristri ctwlse iime pattern as revealed in the study 
did not shotJ much variation as. compared to total figures* 
The time devoted to agriculture and livestock in Chamoli and 
Pithoragarh districts, is recorded 4*05 hours (S5*57 per cent 
of total ?.vork> and hours <S4,3£> per cent of total work) 
for agriculture and 0*69 hours (4.36 per cent) and 0.77 hours 
(4.51 per cent) for livestock. The problem of land sub- 
division f ragmentation of holdings and its distance from the 
villages, the nature of topography, problem of soil erosion. 


the winter and rainy conditions and other such factors have 
increased the work load on women folk. The burden of 
livestock activity depends on the number of cattle. heads at 
the disposal of family, the time taken for fodder collection, 
the time devoted to the cleaning of cow sheds, feeding of 
animals and other sundry operations related to livestock- 
The multiple nature of such operations and the full 
involvement of womenfolk due to her present position and 
status i'H the hcusshold leaves her at the receiving end. 
Such is i he nature and magnitude of outdoor work and Che 
drudgery asssiciaisd w\th it. 


Among, the i-n 
husking , of , curn are 
the 'respective act 
.of th.B - total timis) 
in a day. The time 
the family size, 
fuelwood and the 


cnrjf- .activities, cooking, grinding and 
the chief activities of the womenfolk and 
ivities consume 1.32 hours (S.OO per cent 
and i.21 hours (7.34 per cent) of a woman 
involved in cooking generally depends cn 
type of food, nature and coriiiition of 
cooperation of other famj. ly member^-. - 
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Another major irsdoor activity anvoives husi<;ing 
which requires physical- la-bour. In the hill region,, grinding 
and husking of corn are manually done by the 'womenf elk . In 
some yillagesr the facility of traditional water ch-akkis are 
avaiiatale. But these water chakkis are located far from 
villages and in a majority of cases womenfolk were found not 
to make their use. As a result this process agairs takes a 
lot of time of the womenfolk. However, somis rr»echa.n i ca.]. 
devices (Atta Chakkies) operated by either electricity or 
diesel were found in some villages. But these f-aci lilies are 
not utilized by miost of the families because of high service 
charges traditional unadjustability with such devices. 
Husking and grinding is basically a female dominated affair. 
This activity involves physical exertion and therefore 
problem of backbone pain is found frequent among a mtajor 
proportion of such fern-ales. 

Regarding cars of children and' ag-ed. persons . the study 
coiTiputed an average figures of 0.65 hours (3.93 oer cent of 


total 

, t ime ) 

which thf 

f ema. 

J. ^ 

has- to speis 

d t. i h e f 1 

guras 

are 

0.55 

hours 

(3,4/ per 

cent 

V f' 

or district 

C hamo 1 i 

and 

0.74 

hours 

(4.33 

per cent) 

for 

p -t 

thoragarh 

district. 

The 

time 

devoted to 

such activi 

ties 

de 

pends upon 

the 'number 

Of 

su-ch 


dependable persons and n-umber of working hands . Under the 
head of leisurely and recreational type work. activities 
1 ike j- bus i ness j craft> reading and writing, ent-erta-; nma'".'!', 
religious and social work are included. The -lotal time 
devoted to tbese activities- is :, 1 ,. As ' hours- bv a wom-an :■ n -- 
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as revsaied by Tadls 4.1. Taking total respondents together, 
it 15 revealed that the total tirriS devoted to craft and- 
busine'-s is recorded 0.10 hours. It has found that sofne of 
the respondents had stitching machirsss, small shop, spir=ning 
and tveaving work, as a result they were earning some income 
for themes Ives About reading and writing, it is found that 
little time was devoted. Illiteracy among women is the basic 


reason fcjc this trend and pattern, , Towards this activity 
0.1S hours in a day is devoted by a woman in -^he sample 
villages. Due to lack of infrastructural facilities related 
to entertainment and lack of spare time available with 
womenfolk, a very low time is devoted towards entertainment 
by- the,, respondents, ... 

In a laragely male dominated society, where little 
attention is paid to promotion of women education, partly due 


to social customs and traditions and partly due to lack of 
oirls schools, eaucation and literacy is still a low Key 

affair, In'Ot>r s.-MT!Dle of 340 women (respondents), some 200 

or. 5-a.S per cent we'''e found illiterate, , On the other hand, 
those who were literate, the quality of these can be doubted. 
Considering the overall socio-cultural environment,' it can 
only be expected that reading and writing .:activity is 
confined to only selected households which explains a- small 
percenta.ge , of time devoted to this type, o-f activity, .Since 
education is a skill generating and personality reforming 

prc-o ramme , its' full impact has not yet been %rAplure-..i in 
by womenfolk and the family elders, Thi'r irT<c*>,}r 5,an«-- ■> . c--! 


indicator is in need of serious qualitative targeting in 

order to improve the future prospects of rural .^omen of the 

hill region- 

j ’■ in the rural 

Entertainment i.s a.?.=-o a low s-.ey a-t-.i, 

^ i- ■’-4- =.-nH i-k:- .?qo is ^on^^ined to listening of radio, 

househoios and i. ■,00 ,.-j! - 

visiting melas (fairs) ana participating in festivals. The 
entertainment hours are recorded 0.05 hours ( 0.30 per cent) 
in the aggregate, being 0.06 hours in Chamoli district and 
0.04 hours in Pithoragarh. In contrast to reading and 
writing and entertainment, we surprisingly noted that the 
time disposal on social and religious work is comparat? veiy 
more. This is partly explained due to common customs and 
traditions observed in the hills and due to the sanction they 
receive of elderly male community. Thus part icipation iss 
such activities become mandatory for one and all. crjl o’ a 
total of 16.49 hours of daily work about 0,55 ( 3.33 per cent) 
for social work and 0,57 hours ( 3.45 per cent) for reiigaous 
activities are devoted by a woman in the hill region. .in 
Kumaon and Garhwal hills these figures were found remarkabiv 
close,. 


4.2 Seasonal Variations in Say to Day yprk 


Survey data pertaining to hQurs.of daily work of the 
for performing househel’d .and rEorr-hc-usehaid activfities 


women 


been variations 

in the. hours of 

t heir da i i y w o r k 

in diffe 

rent 

seasons, viZr 

w i n t a r T s umme r 

and rainy season. 

Table 

4.2 

describes the 

V a r i a. t i o n s i rs 

the magnitude of 

dai ly 

work 

Table *.Z s 

^ li; 5 cj 0 P S r 

Woman Hours of Dai 

Iv Work 



Name o f Village 

Seasonal 

Variation 

in Per Bay Hours of Work 

yi Titer 

Season 
<Hrs . ) 

Summe r 
Season 
(Hrs , ) 

Rainy 
Season 
cHrs . > 

Total 
(Hrs . > 

Panney Gaon 

■14,70 

14. S9 

15.49 

15.0? 

Baragaoci 

15,25 

16.75 

16,93 

16.27 

Langasu 

15.37 

15.85 

16.25 

15 . 82 

Jhirkoti 

15,45 

15.65 

17,47 

16,20 

Chaura. Raipur 

16,71 

17.44 

17.58 

17.24 

Kharkarki 

16,67 

16.95 

18.73 

17.46 

Be vat 

1 6 , 22 

16.38 

17.09 

16.55 

Chha-na 

1 6 . £7 

16.34 

18.55 

17.04 

All Villages 

16. 05 

16 , £5 

17 = 19 

16,49 


performed by women in different, 
the hours of dai. ly wotk ^ssef'^ t 
season among al 1 the seasons . 
load related to .agricultural 


-r? c 5 5 O F? S » 
corded h 
E^urino r 



It 13 observed that 
iuhest in the rainy 
ainy season the work 
ons is considerably 


increased in ttve hill region, because rel3t-ivej.y 
are grown during kharif season. In performing 
activities a woman has to devote i7.19 hours in ai 


more crops 
different 
day .in the 


rainy 

Xt xs thiT perioG o 

f kharif crops 

in which 

max i mum 

number of crops are qro'wn 

on the one hand 

■B.H d © 

total 

^rorioeg a.rea also inc.reases 

on the other. 

r , 

dur ing 

w inter sea s o n , t h e h o i-, r s o f 

d a i 1 V w o r k were 

re CO rded 

16.05, 

because it is agricultural 

ly slack period. 

In the 

s umme r 

5 0.3503-)^ 3 has to work 

for a duration 

of 16,25 

hours 

in a day. The work load on 

women during rainy season 

was recorded 7,10 per cent higher t 

han the wordload 

of winter 

season 

and 5. 78 pier cent more than 

the work burden 

of summer 

season . 





Lookinq at the figures related to per day hours of yiork 
of women during different seasons in the sample viilagasj foy 
and large a similar pattern was found in all the villages and 
seasonal variation was observed xn the work load of rural 
women . 


4,3 Migration and Problem of Ekcoss Burden on Momen 


it has already been mentioned that migration of imaie 
members from the villages to the towns or cities in search of 
employment and income is one of the cosTimon features of human 
settlement in the hill region of Uttar Pradesh. Migration of 
male members adds to the problem o-? women drudgery in the 

his Vicious' ci rcle results in increase time 


being a e v o T, e u to a o r i c u 1 1 >1 re w i t h o u. t 


pro port i one 1 


j.ncree.’ns of do i, pti. t ; ; ! hDug=! The ■ migrar^t households receive 
r eiJti u =--aTs u e a t r usn Uhe migrant- wni.cr: derl' ini i-elv’’ inr rp^a^.^^a the 



s ana 


forsTiatioriT but it is at the cost of increased work burden 


womenf o 


llowing paragraphs we have tried to analyse 


tion of male members on daily routine work of 


the womenfolk in rural areas and to find out how the 


r obism 


drucgsrv 


male memDe r 


labour available, fails 


wor K 


on w'omenfolk and other family members 


ds''i'have been 


found the, women rmembers . of "migrant househo 


working more than of non-migrant households 


f evident -as outdoor 


d r u d q 8 r y of m/ o m e n t o k 


mambe r 


ati ve 


work 


wors'senf oil 


to be devoted 


work increases as more time 


:<ur c 


probleiTiS regarding mark 


hool 


• \ ■’} ij. 


1 I d .U ‘-i- a w 


, ■ -- n-sna ■ t-o the worKin»3 pcAXtsrn 

The enaiysie of data i^^nsnq -j 

^ ..-j-aj ,-n thef^ fuiomerf) accorditig to 

of respondents and. worK^uad 

TT^TF^Arit households has been made 
migrant households ano non-m-tgran nOUs 

= rmvr.s.-e hours of per day ^^ork of a 

■F (from <*‘h8re any of mala meftiber has 

^ow\Bx\ its huU^B.iOici 

migrated) .ith the hours of \.ork of woman in non-agri cultural 
household Cfrom where no member has migratedfa it 

Table 4.3 * Per Woman 

islori-Hiarant Household s. 



Name of 

Vi 1 lags 

Migrant Non“Mi grant 

Households Households 

Total 


No nOf 
Rasp- 
onde-" 
nts 

Per 

day 

total 

hours 

of 

work 
of the 
respo- 
ndents 

Per No.o-f 
woman Reap- 
total onde- 
hours nts 
of 

daily 

work 

Per 

day 

total 

hours 

of 

work 
of the 
respo- 
ndents 

Per Mo.o-f 
woman Resp- 
totai onde- 
hours nts 
of 

dally 

work 

Per 

day 

total 

hours 

of 

work 
of the 
respo- 
ndents 

Per 

woman 

total 

hours 

of 

daily 

work 

Panne y Gaon 

E1 

323 

15.38 19 

280 

'14,73 40 

603 

15.07 

Barciyaori 

8 

137 

17.12 32 

514 

16.06 40 

651 

16 . 2 / 

Langasu 

■17 

290 

17.05 23 

343 

1,4.91 40 

633 

15.82 

Jhirkoti 

OK 

c,.../ 

44 1 

17.64 -15 

, 207 

13.80 40 

648 

16.20 

Chaura Raj pur 

6 

112 

18.66 39 

664 

17.02 ,45 

77 h 

17.24 

Rharkarki , 

4 

72 

18,00 ,41 

714 

; 17.41 45 

786 

'17.46 

Devat 

•17 

' 295 

A y 'nsii, 

.450 

16.07. 45 

745 

.■1/ 

Chhana 

•11 

205 

1.8 = 63 34 

562 

v"' 16.52 : 45 

76/ 

17.04 

: All, Vi VlaVge^ 

109 

1875 

17,05 231 

3734 

46.27 340 

,5609 

■16/42 
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that a womafi In. xaigrant household works about 17.05 hours in 
.a Qs.y whereas .if>! nun~ff»i ■grant, household a wofRan has Xo work 
about- 16»H7 hours in a day= In other words-, the study 
revealed that a WDirian in n>igr-3nt household .has to devote 
about 4 = 80 per cent- more time than the woman of non— migrant 
household in day to day activities as a result nf migration 
of male m-embers. T.he burden of work on women in case of 
migrant households in all the villages understudy is 
relatively more than that of non-mi gr-ant households. 
However, there has been variation in the magn.itude of 
workload. The work variation of women faetwesr. migr-ant arsd 
nors-mi grant households was found highest in village Jhirkoti 
followed by village Chhana. The hours of v^ork dif -Ferentials 
of women in migrant and non— migrant households was recorded 
lowest in village Kharkarki, followed by village Panneygaon. 


ye have already discussed that tns women of migrant 
households have to perform rel-atively more work in the rural 
areas of the Hill region. Here it would be worthwhile to 
examine the trend of migration in the samole households to 


areas of 

the Hill region. 

\-l 9 r ^ s 

examine 

■i e trend o f m i g r a 

lion in 

un de r s 1 ah d. 

t h & if'.B (J i t Ud. 5 

O# B.dfl 

womenf o3 k 

as a f“-sri,lt of m 

iqr-f-tiDn 


woR>en-?'o3 k as a rasri-lt migr-f-tion of family members. The 
d-at-a regarding the .aodition-al activities which ere t-o be 
perforsfiod by the women in t.he absence of iSigrated persons is 
presented in T.able 4.4. The survey data revealed that out of 
340 households, a.bout 3E.OO. per cent househ.o.ids ■ r-eportea 
migration of their family members. However, there has been 
variation in the proportion of .su.c-h households in t-ns sa-mp-ie 


villages. The oroportiori of househc-las' from where some maie 
members have migrated, was found highest 62.50 per cent in 
villahe Jhirkoti of district Chamoi 'i and .i-owest 6.'89 per cent 
in village Hharkarkx icf distri rs. P i t ho ra.qa.rh . in population 
terfSj aboiit 6.7# ner cent ponulat i on f'tsvB migrated fron) the 
total population of sample househrilds. The p»ro&c<rtion oi"' 
female members was E.75 per cent in the to cal migrants. It 
was also found that about AS.C'S per '-ant of the households 
(from migration has taken C‘lace) receive remittances at a 
regular interva-is from the migrants .. Xn the sample viila.Qes, 
the proportion of households receiving remittances was 
highest iOOMOO per cent in village Kharkari and lowest SO. 24 
per cent in village Jhirkoti. 

Different types of additional activities were reporte-j 
by the respondents which they performed in the absence of 
these male members who have migrated. Table 4.4 shows the 
main types of work which lead additional burden on the 
womenfolk of the migrant households. 

As a result of migration of male merrsbers, the first and 
foremost additional burden of work on women is related to 


agri cultural 

operations 

which 

the women 

have 

to bear as 

reported by 

32.11 per 

cent 

res Dondents 

of 

the, migrant 

households. 

THough the 

part i 

cipiation of 

me. 1 e 

members in 


ag r i cui 1 re is ll'Tsit^^d in r.ha '“'ill r .=? >3 \ of kc. . However-., 
migratiovs of mem-b-e'-s has n-yr*-' v c- -~.os-“C on ‘■^^’osr-ev'f c 1 k as 


Ploughirsg of agricultural larfd is aons by only male iTjerosers 
in the region = yhere adult male riartibers are not available in 
the households 7 the ‘.sfOnisn have either to oay money for 

Table 4,4 ? Trend of Higration and Additional Burden on yomen 
in Absence of Higrants 


Name Total % age X age X age Additional Activities to be per- 

Village No. of of^HH of of HH formed in the absence of Migrant 

saiTr- where ants iving Agri-- Live- Mark- Bank; Care of Total 

pis some in the remit- cult- stock eting PO & child- 

male Total ta.nce oral main- Scho- ren and 

merfib- popu- oper- tena- ' ols aged 

ers lation ation nee persons 

migr- 
ated 


Panney Gaon 

40 

5S.S5 

■12,07 

85.71 

28.58 

9.52 

14,28 

14., 28 

33,34 

100.00 

Baragaon 

40 

20.00 

4.49 

87,50 

25.00 

12.50 

25.00 

25.00 

12.50 

100.00 

Langasu 

40 

42,50 

8.76, 

80.24 

35.29 

17.65 

5.88 

17.65 

‘nO 

fl 

■100.00 

Jhirkoti 

40 

62.50 

■12.08 

84.00 

32.00 

16.00 

ru 

o 

o 

o 

12.00 

20„0Q 

100.00 

Chaura Raj pur 

45 

13.30 

H n 

83.33 

oo 

OvJ R OsJ 

1 6 . 67 

- 

i6.67 

33.33 

100.00 

Kharkarki 

45 

o . B9 

1 . 83 

100.00 

25.00 

25,00 

- ■' 

- 

50.00 

100.00 

Devat 

45 

37 ,.78 

8.58 

94.11 

35.30 

17.65 

11.76 

Tl,76 

23 . 53 

100.00 

Chhana 

45 

24 . 44 

5.18 

90 .91 

36 .,37 

18.18 

9.09 

9.09 

27.27 

100.00 

All Villages 

340 

32 . 0 1 

6 :.74 

88.03 

32 . 1 1 

15,60 

12 = 84 

13.76 

25.69 

100.00 


ploughing work or to give their own labour to others In 
exch-a-nge of plou.cihi.n-g Dp=&r5tion. it xs observed that the 
latter Gptic=r! is generally practiced in the s'illaqes of the 
region. Irrigation and harvesting are among other oc»e.raE i ons 


where the wofTisnfolk get- cooperatien froir* male sTfeatjers « Care 
of children and aged persona is the another additional 
activity in which the worrien have to devote relatively more 
time as compared, to past, when there were no migrants from the 
family. This activity is reported ijy 2'5»69 p>er cent 
respondents as an additional bu*^deri of work on them- Another 
15. &0 fter cent respondents of tnigrant households rec>orteo 
that they have to devote additional time in activities 
related to animal husbandry- in the absence of male members 
who have migrated. The woiT»en of migrant households have to 
deal with the activities concerned to bank, post office, 
court, children’s schools which ultimately lead to excess 
work burden on them as reported by 13.76 per cent res c»onderits 
of migracft households. Some of the respondents of migrant 
households reported that they have to perform the activit,ies 
of marketing as additional work. The marketing .activities 
consist of purchase of necessary domestic items, agri cul tur-al 
inputs, medicines and hooks and stationery. Horeover, in 
some cases- the women have to settle the court cases also in 
absence of male msmb-ers as a result of migration. 

4.4. Educational Level of Moffien and Burden of work 

We have also analysed the data psrtainincr to hours of 
daily work of the rastoondents cor responding to their 
educational level to examine the impact of education or the 
burden of dally work. Table 4.5 reveals that th-e --‘Ours of 
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daily work decrease with the increase of 'the educational 
level of the respondents. Taking all the respondents of the 
sample together, it was found that an illiterate woman works 

Table 4.5 : Educational Level of Respondents and Per D ay 
Hours of Work . 


Educati.ona]. 
Level of 
Hespondents 

Chairol i 


Pit-horagarh 

Total. 


No. of Per 

V" 

No. of Per Per 

No. of Per 

Per 


Reap- day 

woman 

Resp” day woman 

Resp- day 

woman 


onde- total 

total 

onde- tota 1 tota 1 

onde- total 

total 


nts hours 

hours 

nt-s hours hours 

nts hours 

hours 


of 

of 

of of 

of 

of 


work 

daily 

work daily 

work 

daily 


of the 

wo.rk 

of the work 

of the work 


respo- 

ndents 


re^spo- 

ndents 

.resjco- 

ndents 



Illiterate 97 1612 16,16 103 1790 17.37 200 3402 17.00 

Prinmy 40 563 14.07 57 995 17.45 97 1558 16.05 

Jr. High School 15 240 16.00 12 187 15.58 27 427 15.80 

High School 4 62 15.50 4 52 13.00 8 114 14.20 

Intermediate 2 30 15.00 3 38 12.66 5 68 13.60 

Gradu^^te 2 28 14.00 1 12 12.00 3 40 13.33 

Total 160 2535 15.84 180 3074 17.07 340 5609 16.49 


about 17.00 hours in a day while a respondent who is literate 
devotes 16.05 hours in perfoming household and non-household 
activities. The respondents whose educational standard, was 
Junior High School and High School, their per day work was 
recorded 15. 80 ho'ars and 14,20 hours respectively . The 



who were Intermediate generally wo 


13.33 hours among 


rura 


It doss not mean tha.t literate womeri have to perform 


as c o Ri 0 a. r e d x a 


duration o? t 


their time 


msmije rs i n .oe r ^ o rmi rs 


yjornen i 


family composition 


educat-ionv number of children and aged oersons and number of 


aduit females in the family generally deterfTjine the hours o 


daily w*Drk of women or workload on thens in 


between nuisbsr of adult female member 




(woman) hours of daily work was recorded lower in the 
households where the number sf adult females were higher as 
is evident by Table 4.6. The respondent, worked about 16-95 
hours in a day where there was one adult female in a house- 
hold as against 13.00 hours of work of a respondent in 
households having more than 4 adult females. In a household 
consisting 3 to 4 adult females a woman devotes 14.65 hours 
in rserforminn day to day work. The duration of per day work 
for a woman is recorded 15.67 hours in the households where 
there were 2. to 3 adult female members in family. 


No. of Adult 

Chari'iol.l 

j. thorags 

irh 

Total 


F e ffia 1 s s i n 
the Household 

No.oF Total Per 

No. of rctsi 

Per 

Ho. of Total 

Per 


Resp- hours resp- 

Rssp- hours 

resp- 

Resp- hours 

resp- 


onds- of onde- 

or.ds- of 

onde- 

onde- of 

onde- 


nts daily nt 

nts daily 

nt 

nts daily 

nt 


work total 

work 

total 

work 

total 


of al 1 hours 

of all 

hours 

of all 

hours 


respQ- of 

respo- 

of 

respo- 

of 


ndents daily 

ndents 

daily 

ndents 

daily 


work 


work 


work 


0ns woman , 

: 1 10 

1792 

16.29 

2 - 3 

44 

663 

15.07 

3-4 

s. 

67 

13.40 

A bo y e 4 

1, 

13 

13. 00 

Total 

A / r\ 

I qU 

2535 

15,84 


128 

2242 

17.52 

238 

4034 

16, 

,95 

37 

606 

16.38 

81 

1269 

15, 

.67 

15 

226 

15.07 

20 

2.93 

14, 



— 


1 

13 

13, 

,00 


122 


So £a.f we have discuased the working pattern among women 
folk- rsatura and duration of their day to day work and their 
parti ci pat ion in different autivit-f.es rsi-ated to househoid 
and non-household work in. the rural areas of the Hill region- 
Similarly the part-cip-atinr, of -rr'a.is m-eiTibers in ag r i cui f.,ure 
and animal hLisoandry as we.il a'z- Lneir >.nvn^ vet=3en in 
household activities has been -analysed. Mow we will eKamine 
the pattern of work and Ciarticipatt-Dr! of m-ale and fersa-ie 
wetnhers “in collection of fuslwood;/ toddsr and wat-sr ^ecuisiny. 
In performing these actsvitiesy not only hard physical la-bour 
is required but also one has to cover a long distance. As we 
have seen that the collection of fuelwoody fodder and water 
fetching require about ane~third of the daily routine work of 
the women. Undoubtedly, this puts a lot of physical laDour 
on women folk and taxes her health also- 



Pattern of melwaod Coll 


Fueiwood i 


manifold ana xc 


male adults and children who -are more , involved in this 




Tabi e 4 = / 


' C a 1 1 g c t i o n o f r ug 1 o d in Sam g? 1 e Househsi ids 


Name of 

Vi 1 iage 


Co 1 1 e ct i 

on of Fuelwood 

made by 


Nale 

Adult 

Femal e 
Adu 1 1. 

Both 

Male 

Child 

Female 

Child 

Total 

Panney Ga-on 

■12.50 

57 = 50 

15.00 

2 = 50 

12.50 

100.00 

Baragaon 

5 . 00 

62.50 

15,00 

5.00 

12.50 

100.00 

LsTS Q-0.S u. 

2.50 

92.50 

5.00 

_ 

- 

100.00 

Jhirkoti 

10,00 

75.00 

5,00 

10.00 


100=00 

Chaura Raj pur 

- 

S4.40 

15.60 

•- 

- 

100.00 

Kharkarki 

S.S7 

S4.40 

- 

~ 

6.71 

100.00 

Devat 

4,40 

£2.30 

6.70 

2.20 

4.40 

100.00 

Chhana 

- 

75.60 

24.40 

- 

- 

100.00 

Ail Villages 

5.30 

71.10 

10 = 90 

2.30 

4.40 

100=00 


res ponder>ts , it ws-s revealed that in 71»"* per cent 
households? the collection of fuelwood is alone done fc>y the 
women 7 whereas in only S-.3 per cent cases? this activity is 
done .by male members. However in some households; the 
fuelwcsod is collected by male children as reported by 2.3 per 
cent respondents n In the case of individual villages? the 
collection of fuelwood is ucne .by female m-embers in mons than 
92=00 oer cenl hDuseholds in villages Langasu and Kharkari. 
The anaiv^ls of >3.ata. --eoardina the col iaction of fuelwood in 
the Villases cl -J - hills highlights that fuelwood 



collection in more o 


very 


The main problem a. 


the main eaurcs of f uel^^food 


mentioned that the fuelwood ie collected fvsost 


s rura 


activities which adds to drudgery on theits because 


womenfolk have to cover a considerable distance and 


distance is increasing day by day due to depletion o 


caver as a result of commercial and 


exploitation of forests 


distribution of respondents reporting the distances that 


n collection of fuelwood 


members 


Taking all the respondents together 


data revealed that the women have to cover mors than S kms 


to collect fue3.wood as reported by 4./ per cent respondents 


The proportion of the respondents was recorded 10.00 per 


tion of fuelwood requires a 


Ariother 9.1 oer cent resDondents 


The women of 


repo 


h o tie e h u id s, h a v e to 


to §o 4 kms, constitute-d -aiiout 10.3 pe^ -oert-t ill Che tota'i 
saiTiple. Some wcmsw- have to move about 3 km-a.. as retried by 
■13.5 per cent respion-dan-ts. Given the hilly terrain, the 
severe cold conditions, the rainy season and the danger of 
wild aniroals, the problsni of fuelwood coliection can well be 
understood. - ■ 


Table 4.S : Diet 

an CP C 

ovB'rBii 

in C^ 

J kXBL.Z 1 

on fsf 

huelwood 


Name of Di 

'r:- 'S;- S. * ' U. 5* 

Covers 

' d in 

Co lies 

tison 

lof Fueiwood 

V 1 1 1 0 B — " ’ “ 

0 "in “S 

than 

3 ,kms 

4 Kms 

5 Kms 4 

F Kms 

7 Kies 5 

& Kss 

More 
than 
•3 kms . 

Total 

Panney Gaon 3S.5 

7.5 

35,0 

IS. 5 

10.0 

7.5 

5.0 

100.0 

Baragaon 7.5 

.rj -r 

4£ , 5 

£5.0 

7.5 

~ 

- 

100,0 

Langasu ~ 

5,0 

^“7 c; 

•..i ./ « .mT 

4£.5/ 

5.0 

-iO.O 


100.0 

J h i r k ot i 7.5 

7.5 

SS-5 

27,5 

12.5 

•17.5 

5.0 

100.0 

Chaura Raj pur H6.6 

E6.,7 

so.o 

17.6 

2 » ^ 

2.5 

- 

100.0 

Kharkarki ''5. 3 

11.S 

33 « 3 

26.7 

6 . 6 

6.7 

- 

100.0 

0 & V S If 

- 

- 

13.3 

26.6 

33.5 

26.6 

100.0 

Chhana 17=6 

6.7 

55,6 

20.0 

- 

- 


100.0 

All Villages "^3.5 

10.3 

£9.4 

23.0 

9.1 

10.0 

4.7 

100.0 

4 .R Time Reauired 

for Fuel wood 

Collection 





■ ' To cover long distances for fusiwood col'Aectxon , the 

wofi^en have to devote a considerafal e amount of t xme . 



■ 


Information about tbs time required in collection of 
by the family members were ais-o gathered t rom vi a 
respondents « Data present-ed in Table 4i9 highlignts t nav, tng 
coliectiorf of fueiwood in the rural households of the region 
requires a considerable timeB On an average at least 6 hours 
gfg needed for collection of fueiwood at a t-ime» However, 
variations have been found in the proportion of respondents 
reporting time reouirement. in fueiwood colisction in sample 
villages. The women of 13.2-0,, per cerft households have to 

spend about ■ 5 hours in collection of fueiwood at a time. 

This was the minimurf! time needed for fueiwood collection 

^^according to the information gathered ,from the respondents. 
For 39.70 per cent househoids ,, the fueiwood collection 

requires 4 lo 5 hours in each time. Another 32.10 per cent 
respondents toidJ' that the nuffibers of their families have to 

Table 4.9 ; Requirement of Time in E a ch Collection of 
Fug Iwood 


Hours spent ^ on 
one t ime collection 
of fueiwood 

No. of Respondents, 
reported 

Percentage of 
Respondents 

Uptn 3 

46 

j n — T 

4,- 5,. 

132 ' ■ . 

■ ■ “7 

5 - ,T' 

109:,.h . 

f,.3E. 1. 

6.:arid. ; above ; ■ ; 

■ ' . 50" 

■1'". ,:i4..7 ■' 

Total .. 

■ 340 ■ 

1 Qri ^ Q 


spend 6 to 7 hours in one time collection of fueiu^ood* The 
proportion of' rs.spcuid4Bnt.s iiias. ir5.ccur£tedi 4'4-k7'0' por cot;*! iifho 
reported thrart -mcrre than S hours a-re needed for their faoiily 
merabers in each trip for the collection of fuelwood. 

Cnroing back to the time probiem^ the study revealed that 
some 74 = 4.0 per cent households (aggregate of S villages) were 
found to be devoting more time in fuelwood ccllection as 
compared, to f^ve ye-arg back .es reported by the respondents. 
Only -3,8 per cent respondents reported 'that their families 
were .better of in this regard. Another £1.80 per cent 
respondents reported that the t im-s rsqui rement in collection 
of fuslwood was same as comp-arsd to 5- years back. The 
reasons for iTiors time are easy to discover and are 
illustrated in Table 4.10. One reason is the deforestation 
problem* as a result of comfmfercial SKriloitation and here in 
lies the cruK of the entire problem! -and needs to be given 
serious thought by the governmient. Def orestat ion leads not 
onlv scarcity of fuelwood and fodder but also anvironiTiSntal 
^jggs-ggfation and ecological imbalances. The Chipko movement 
from? the public was one of such conserv-ation efforts in this 
direction. Another reason for miore tiirie- is the s^estric'tions 
from forest departmient and the forest laws as reported by 
-about 40.00 per cent respt^ndents . Further the lack of 
concsm of forest authorities also creates a problem nf its 


own . 


Lastly I due to an increase in family size? the f-amiiiy 


reoui r-erTfents for fuelwood have increased In the case of 3.60 




per cent anxing «tfha reported fwre- time in 

•fualwood collection. 


Table 4.10 Time Taken in Collection of Fuelwood a s 
Compared to 5 years back 


Name of X of Respondents Reasons for more time Reasons for less 

Village reported require — time 

ment of time in Defore- Restri- Family 



collec 

wood 

ting 

fuel- 

station 
due to 

ctions 

from 

Forest 

Depart- 

ment 

sice 

increa- 

sed 

Reduction 
in fuel- 
wood con- 
sumption 

Divi- 
sion of 
family 


Same 

time 

Mors 

time 

Less 

time 

cial 
eKpIoi- 
tat ion 

Penney Gaon 

EQ.O 

75.0 

5.0, 

73,3 

23.4 

ry n 
v'i n a 

- 

100,00 

Baragaon 

SO.Q 

ao.o 

- 

71 .9 

28. -1 

- 

~ . 

- 

Langasa 

•10.0 

85.0 

5.0 

64.7 

35.3 

- 

100.0 

- 

JhirkQli 

■i£..5 

85.0 

2.5 

47. -1 

,50.0 

2.9 

- 

100.00 

Chaurarajpur SO.O 

73.3 

6.7 

45.5 

54.5 

- 

66.6 

33.40 

Kharkarki 

.S6.6 

64.5 

8 B 9 

27 „ 6 

55.2 

17.2 

50.0 

50.00 

Devat 

42.2 

55.5 

2.3 

60.0 

40.0 


- 

100.00 

Chhana 

SG.O 

SO.O 

- 

61 , 1 

33.3 

5.6 

- 


All Village 

vs 21.8 

74.4 

3. a 

56.5 

39,2 

3.6 

46. S 

53.80 


Note s Figures are in percentages 


As we have mentioned tiiat about 3 . SO per cent of the 
total respondents reported less time ;in collectior- of 
fXielwoQd as compared to 5 years back. There have been two 
major reasons of this trend as viewed by the res pon dent e- 
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Family d.iv5.s5on tho-. -eiirs-c rs.as.on as reported by 53.60 oer 
cent respondents. Das to availability of kerosene ail and 
coal, there hav;e been reduction in the fueiwood consumption 
in some households. Ihis reason was reported by 46-SO par 
cent of the rescfond nta reporting lesser time involvement in 
faelwood callectian. The proportion of respondents in five 
villages (out, of S sample villages) was above 75 C'er cent who 
refiorted that fuslwood collection requires more time as 
compared to 5 vsars back. 


The sources of fuelwood in the sample villages was 
forests. However, the burden fails on the forest panchayats 
as more than 97 f>er cent respondents told that the fuelwood 
is collected from the forest panchayats. Rest 3.00 per cent 
respondents reported that collection of fuelwood were made 
from reserve forests. There have been differentials as fs-r 
as pattern of fuelwood collection is concerned. The 
respondents were asked about the usual p>ratice of fuelwood 
collection in their households. The study revealed that 
different patterns are adopted &y the households in 
collsctino the fuelwood and of course these patterns are 
gij<-B-jir 5 g,d by family siae and its comp'osit iors ,■ availability 
of f uel M='Oo ct Y M.‘satherr distance of forest, availability Ot 


time axsd need 
respondents re.p 
f am i 1 i e s , o f 30 , 
iO' ' a ■ W'S'S* k 
c o 1 1 e c t i on 'of ' 


of the ^uelwood. A,uout 15.6 j-*er cenv 
I-- r p ir>^t t h py' - u s ua 1 1 V .collect it daily. rue 
,-v cent res Ciondsnts cvllsct fuelwood once 

rent " rrduseholos make tne 
The households 


^ 'I 'PPi 


fuelwood ' twice in 
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coTistr i t-utad about, £'d»OQ uar ceot, s-vdere 00.1 iection of 'rusXwood 
is made once in a mdnt,h. Abdxd; 4>70 per cent respondents 
repDr^ed tbat, col lao't-j.Dn ot Toelv^God ssade two tXme In a 
month™ However, there were hoiiseholxis where the fuelwo-od. i-s 
collected once in a year™ Here it would .be necessary to 
fnentioT! that the pattern of collectlor! does not mean that 

1 

fuelwood is collected by a person. Generally more than one 
members of the family go for the purpose of fuelwood 
collection™ The households who collect fuelwood after a gap 
of time, usually hire other persons for collection of 
fuelwood apart from their own family members. 


As far as pattern of fuelwood collection, distance 
covered in collection and time required for this activity are 
concerned., our study highlights that the problem has been 
gender biased as well as the incident and impact falls mainly 
on the womenfolk. The depletion of forest cover and in 
sincere effort towards afforestation has created problem for 
both mankind and nature. This is evident as the distance and 


time t.aken per unit has increased and is continuously on the 
rise. The frequency of visits to forests is dictated by the 
need of over .ail requirement of households, the energy 
substitutes available, the rprcble-m of storing fuelwood and so 
on. However, a majority of the households have to visit the 
forest ; eS ther dai ly or , oh&s -ior :twice ' in a week. This has ah 
adverse impaci- on the h.ealt-h”C<f w’omenfoXk. A proper fuelwood 
policy . is required to sol ve , the pT-o-blufTi of womenfolk and 
nature.; r V 



Colxectioti o-f ■fsialwQQ.d,, ■fodder and water fetching are 
the iriain activities to be n^r.'f'S-r&ed. by nMuaian^CLlk in the hill 
region which require a coverage of long distance for their 
pro curement These activities consume not only the 
significant portion of their time, but also sKploit the 
physical energy of the womenfolk. In other wordsr it can be 
said that these activities increase the drudgery of women. 
We have already discussed, the requirement of time in fuelwood. 
colisctiors, extent of travel in its ^procurement .and burden on 
women. Ws will now e;-.s 5 .iTtinf? the pr»33lem5 rela.te>i t->3 fodder 
collection and , p.a.ttsrn of its procuresfsnt . 


4,9 Pattern of Fodder cf:*! leet len an>i its Related Problems 


The number of animals per tarrsily in the hill region are 
relatively higher compared to other regions of the st-ate. 
□.bviously, the requi reirient of fodder fo’^ animals is also 
higher. CoH.ection of fodder in the hill region is basic-ally 
a women’s job anti participation of male irsembers xs compilately 
absent in this activity. A major part of the tot-a.l fodder 
requirement is collected from nearby forests. 

The fodder obtained from agricultural fields in the form 
of crop .by-~prCfduct is very limited due to small holdings and 
■lack of a.ra,ble la'nd. As- a result the women h-ave to cover a 
lonq distance in sea.rch- of fodder. The sa-arch of t-oader 
. becomes , a. daily exercise with some re'lief in the r.a?.ny se-asor. 



(when -fodder is essily 


i'iaJiis isalb-s fields) anci women have 


to go for. .the same out of the' viiia^a^ Inf ®rfr,al-io» re^rding 
the, distance covered in the 'collection of fodder was also 
gathered. from the respondents. Our survey data revealed that 
on an average the collection of fodder requires a travel of 5 
to fc kms. Variations have been found in the proportions of 
the respondents reporting different distances. Table 4.11 
shows the distances covered by the womenfolk in the 
collection of fodder. Out of total respondents, 36,75 per 


Table 4.11 » Distant 

Fodder 


in C ollec t i on of 


Name of 
Village 


Per Cent of Respondents reporting various dis- 
tances covered in the collection of Fodder 




cent reported that they have to 6 kms, iii«tarice for 
procuring fodder- The yromen 5f 18. S6 p^r ca-nt housaiioids 
have to go more than 6 kms- for tha p-urpose of fodder 
collection as reported &y the respon-dants. About 1S-22 per 
cent respondents reported that the women in their hoaseholds 
have to cover a dietancs of 5 kms . for procuring fodder. 
Another 15.00 cisr cent respondents reported that fodder 
Collection requires a travel of 4 kms . Those who have to go 
less th^an 3 kms , constituted about -11.17 per cent In the 
total sample. In the sample villages. the proportion of 
respondents was highest 72, E per cent in viliagbe Devat who 
rep^orted that the women in their households have to go more 
than 6 kms , as far as the collection of fodder was concerned. 
On the other hand, the proportion of respondents was highest 
20.00 per cent who have to go less than 3 kms. in village 
Chaura Raj pur for the same activity. 

Some of the respondents were of the view that at isresent- 
collection of fodder requires more time as compared to 5 
years back. Data pertaining to requireiTient of time at 


present in 

the collection of 

fodder as 

cofTiparsd to 

5 years 

back revea 

led. t- h a t. the r e 

have been 

variations 

i n the 

s.tateiTisnt 

o f .res p o Tf d, e n t s rag 

s.rdinq the 

requirement 

of t ime 

•for fodder 

ro1 lection. Table 

.4, 'IE pres 

ents the per 

cent age of 


respondents reporting their , opinion ' about, the .'requi remsnt of 
time at present for fodd^^r' cDllertioT! . £5 ' compared to 5 years 
back and the reasons for this • trend. .The .proportion of 



res.?>orid.ent 5 . 5H.S per reported that coXlection of 

fodder. ,..tak«s more ti®e as coiRp^rfed to,, ,5 yaa?--s back. The 

respondents constituted 45.*^ per cent in. total sawcile wiio 

reported that collecclor? of fodoer reptcires sa^e txi?ie as- it 

was 5 years .back. However,, the proportion of respondents was 
recorded H.9 per c&nt 4 who reported that collection of fodder 
require less ti!T>e as conipared to past. Various reasons were 
given by the respondents for taking triore tin>e in the 
collection of fodder. As a result of depsletion of forest 
covers in the hills, the distance a* forests has been 

increasing on the one hand^ while the grass is not easily 
available on the other. The women have to cover a long 

distance which takes more time. This reason has been 

reported by 66.10 per cent of the respondents who reported 

more time. The proportion of respondents was recorded 

highest S8.H per cent in village Devat and lowest 58.4 per 
cent in village Jhirkoti. Some of the respondent reported 
that cattle heads in their households have increased and the 
proportion of such resp«ondents was 17. S per cent. Due to 
division of family trtembers as well as migration of some 
members, the burden of fodder collection falls on the 

remaining females in the households. As a result co.liection 
of fodder takes more . tarns now compared to 5 years back as 
rsport.sd by 16 . 10 per : cant respondents , As we have already 
mentioned that 8.9', , per cent respondents, irsported that 
collection of fodder, requires less time. Fof this trend two 
reasons h-=iv‘e .been given by such, res pondentc. About 7,0.0 c>er 
cent of them reported that number of animals in tnelr 



households hav=e dBnreassd as -=■ result the fodder i's required 
in lesser quantity and aJso lesser tii?>e is required. During 
the last 5- years the ipembers . of. 30.0 per cent- households have 
increased and tHa collection of fodder Is al.so dons by other 
female members in the households- As a result they have to 
devote less time in colisction of fodder .as compared to past. 


Table 4=12 s As Compared Years Back rime . As_jlgouixg.^.£SJ: 

Collection of T odder 


Name of Percentage of Respondents Reporting 

^ Collection Reasons for more time Reasons for less 

requires, 



Same 

time 

More 

time 

Less 

tiiTie 

Not 

easily 

avail- 

able 

Cattle Family 
heads members 
incre- decrea- 
ased sed 

Cattle 

heads 

decreased 

Family 

members 

increased 

Pannsy Gaon 

37.5 

55.0 

7-5 

54.5 

27.3 

18.2 

66.6 

34.4 

Baragaon 

37.5 

62.5 

- 

60.0 

20.0 

20.0 

• 

- 

Langasu 

50.0 

50.0 

- 

65.0 

15.0 

20.0 

“ 


Jhirkoti 

47.5 

52.5 

- 

52.4 

38.1 

9.5 

- 

— 

Chauraraj pur 

6S.S 

35.6 

2.2 

62.5 

25.0 

12.5 

100.0 

— 

Kharkarki 

42.2 

44 = 4 

13 = 4 

65.0 

10.0 

25.0 

66 = 6 

33.4 

Devat 

26.7 

7^ O 



78. e 

9.1 

12.1 



Chhana 

62.2 

37 . S 

... 

88-2 

~ 

11.8 

— 

" 

Ail Villages 

45 . 9 

b-E E 

2.9 

66.1 

17.8 

16 . 1 

70.0 

30.0 
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Rgqui of Time in Water Fetchino 

Water fstchirtg is also one ofthe activitieg which 
require physical hard labour^ travellinig and devotior. of tiaie 
in the hill region. 


in the satriple houspho 


respondents rep 


Water 

i c 

general! 

y 

required for 

tic use 

and 

for 

ZhB U 

5 B 

of 

animals. 

a r d i n g t 

fsG 

patt 


water 

fetching 

ids rev 

eal 

ed t 

ha. t- i 

t 

is 

a female 

r ec; i on . 

As 

muc 

f\ a. s 

6 

5-. 3 

per cent 

hat wa P 

a?" 

in 

their 


hous 

eholds is 

female m 

esTibe r a , 

The 


proportion of 

about 14 

.7 

per 

cent who 

reported that 

etching 

is 

perf 

ormed 

by 

hot 

h male as 

n their 

hou 

seho 

Ids . 

Ch 

i idr 

en's sole 

‘ry stgni 

f i cant 

in f et 

ch 

ing 

water in 


the households as evident by Table 4.13. About 14.4 per cent 
respondents reported that generally water is fetched by the 
children in their households. Again among the children., this 
activity is done by also females in 30 per cent cases. 
Overally it emerged that about S5 per cent of the work 
related to water fetching is performed by females in sample 
villages- All the villagesj which have been surveyed, have 
shown the similar pattern as far as water fetching is 
concerned. 


The main sources of drinking water in the sample 
villages were either tao . water or spirirso water. Da.'ta 
regarding the sources of drinking 'wate-- and the distances 
covered fav the ■rismbers of heus5h<'3ds hs've i.-aan presentee in 


Table 4,i3 


5 1 1 i5 -fc, o f yateT Fet-chino iri Safliple Househoicis 


^4ame of 


. Wa 

ter is 

cii r\ a 3!- 

I. .. ^ 

ally fet 

c h e d b 'y 


Village " 

Ha 1 e 
Adult 

Female ' 
Adult 

Both 

Hale 
Ch i A d 

Female 
[ Child 

Both Total 


Panne V Gaon 

10.0 

63.5 

E5.0 

- 

H.5 

100. 0( 

40) 

H Q -B. o n 

5.0 

50.0 

HO.O 

5.0 

20.0 

100. 0< 

40) 

Langasu 

S.5 

65,0 


- 

7.5 

2.5 100. 0< 

40) 

J h i r k o t i 

7.5 

60.0 

5.0 

5.0 

12.5 

-10.0 100.0< 

40) 

Chaura Raj pur - 

68.9 

8.9 

- 

22.2 

IQO.Oi 

4- 'I:- ) 

Kharkarki 

15.6 

71 . 1 

2.S 

- 

8.9 

E.E 100.0( 

4d ) 

D V 3 

- 

66,7 

15. .6 

- 

17.7 

100.0C 

45) 

Chhana 

4.4 

75,6 

30.0 

■ - 

- 

- . 100. 0( 

45) 

All. Villages 

5.6 

65.3 

14.7 

1 .S 

11.5 

1.7 100.0( 

340) 


Tab 1 e 4- . i 3 » 
can't housebo 
indi vi dual 


A r c t* r d ’ r- t.o tha respondan't-s » abou't par 

h-?d. tbe rtrDviFXQa df t-sp water eituer on 
, j pcict h oer cent 

Or* C O 1 i ^ 1 V w -O'^- 3 'rt = n. ?r ^ w. r 


r pon d.BT> ti s r Sr po r 

<• ^ s -1 ■? S’ 

\. i .1 *.r i ! CTi -w 

he meiTibers of 'their 

househo 1 ds 

p %.o i* K- *7 n 

es- from the 

s pr liig'5 

near oy t heir 

V i i Iage-5 . 

the i n d i v i dual 

5 |T, 0 1 g V X 1 5. 

agesr th 

£a i'.ari 1 itv of 

tap water 

was f o un d h i g h e s 

t in 95 =.00 

r-ffi r* Ti X 

households i 

■n village 


,moli distri 

ct and i 

t was lowest 

1 1 . 20 pe r 

Panneygaon .of Cha 




cent nou'seholds 

in village 

Devat of 

Pitho ragarh 

district. 


Info rit-at ion about ' the distance 
water in 'th 

oar cent respondents repor 


covered -for -fetching, drin^iny 

.e sample villages, revealed variations. Abouc 

ted that their .family memoers 


•v 

J 






Table 4.14 : gn»»yce and Distang e of Drinking w ater 



Name of Source of Distance to cover for fetching 

Villaoe Drinking t'later Drinking Mater 

Tap Spring Less S Hms = 3 Kms. 4 Kftis. 5 Hms 
than,-. 


3 

(£0.0) 

D 

(12.5) 

IS 

<40.0) 


h 

<13.3) 

£ 

( 4.5) 
34 

< 10 . 0 ) 


5 ' , 3 

( 1 1 » E ) ( S . S ) 

£ ~ 

( 4.5) 

ia 1 E 

(40.0) (£6.7) 


E5 ■ 15 

( 7.3) < 4.5) 


2 

( 5,0) 


12 

(30.0) 

5 

< 12.5) 


11 

(24.4) 

3 

( 6 . 6 ) 


5 

( 11 . 2 ) 

9 

(20.0) 


64 

(1S.6) 


to cover less '.han one kilometre for fetching drinking i*?ater. 
Mostly the households in this group were thase who had tap 
water facility- The public water taps were located at some 
common places and the peoc<ie have to cover some distarscns t.o 
procure . drinking M^ater. Jha poouiatic-n of IS.S per cent 
households have la move a.faout £ kms . fer -^etchino drinkino 


Panney Gaon 


► , 0 > ( 95 . 0 ) 


Bara gaon 

34 

(S5.0> 

A 

( 15.0) 

( 70 . 0 ) 

Langasu 

24 

(60.0) 

■16 

(40.0) 

20 

(50.0) 

Jhirkoti 

3? 

(SO.O) 

a 

(20,0) 

30 

(75.0) 

Chaura Raj pur 

a 

(17. S) 

37 

(82. 2) 

S 

(17.8) 

Kharkarki 

40 

(as. 8) 

5 

(11-2) 

40 

<88 .,9) 

Devat 

5 

(11.2) 

40 

(88.8) 

4 

( S.S) 

Chhana 

38 

(84.4) 

7 

(15.6) 

34 

(75.5) 

All Villages 

219 

121 

202 


(64.4) (35.6) (59.4) 


water and those who have to travel 3 kme . constituted about 
10,0 psT' cerst, Ttfe ■.p'raportion of . resp^ondents was '7.3Q oer 
cent who reported that the distance of water source was 4 
kms, for them. The family members of 4,5 per cent 
resp^ondents rfave to cover about 3 Icms , far fetchin<j drinP'^n*^ 


cent who 

reported that the 

kms. for 

them. The 

f-ggpon dents 

have to cover ab 

water. 


During 

the survey', some 


at pre't^ent t etching of ilrinki>*d water takes mDre tsrne as 
cofTtpared to the past, . However, soirse of the respondents were 
of the viaw that now it requires less time .because villages 
have been provided water through pipes. About -17,60 per cent 
respondents ■ reported that water fetching takes more time as 
compared to 5 years back. The major reason of this problem 
was that the water sources have dried up due to de f ores la I icn 
and as a result of this the villagers have to travel lone 
distances to fetch water. In some households the fami-l'y 
members have increased and their consumption level of wat-ar 
has ' gone up. However., for so.me Jhouseholds water fstchino 
takes less time because of the facility of piped v^ater 
connection. The above analysis indicated that the process of 
dsf orsstation has increased the drudgery of women folk. 
Whether it is the procuremerst of fodder or the collection of 
fuelwood or the fetching of water the direct burden falls on 
the womsrrfo.lk in the hill region as these activities are 
mostly ■ perforr-e-d ny won-ssn. The rel.at ionship of forests and 
women is ver%/ rlose. 
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CMAIPTSR V 


STATUS ANO AWAReME:53,S 
OF ThiiE WXL»l« WOMEiM 


IJoiuftn’s cofit: £■ i bu t i on. "to na-t .5.ona.1. dfivalopHietib iss ctuciaj. . 
The pror.ess of developmerst has no meaning, unless women are 
■Fully i nT e g Fa*C e d int^o "the deveiopmen t- process- ^mancip^Xion 
oF women is an. essential orej—reguisils for economic 
de ve 1 o pmentj and social trcansf orm.a.ti on of tne nation. 
Howsvsfr women are not- beinc it*? av ut-}.li~ed as a potent-ial 
human resource and have also been margin-al ised in terms of 
benefits from the developmeintal proorammes In our country. 
Although women form nearly half of the human capital in the 
country,; yet they, rem-ein the most deprived end have been for 
long a neglected ssctment of the society, despite the 
Constitutional guarantee for equal right-s and privi ledges for 
men HTid women, Mahatma Gandhi believed that won’4en''5 
productive abilities and attitudes were essential forces that 
need to be allowed to develop fully for huffian and social 
development with justice and dignity. 

The goals of national policy extend full support and 
emphasise equal participation of women in all walks of if? 
and integrats them into the natidnal stream. This ma.lnst r eas, 



■>5 1 }.SB women s 


evelopiri.ent 1- multi-sectoral and mult 1— disci 


women 


an evolutionary, pragmatic and rsalisti 


s on plannino 


fcring a,fc<oiit changes in the status and role of women will 


on of two important 


makers 


continuous 


and 


econdlv it requires proper coordination of polvicie 


framed 


by different departments of government since they are into 


elated and inter-dependent. If permanent changes are to 


take place in the status of women that give them control over 


then due attention mtust be oiven to involve 


womenfolk in such income 


supcjort- them by such structural and institutional changes 


elf discretion 


ot w*omen 


of (ioverninerital 


proorammses to women 


culminates in an ill dx rested 


the status of women. Econcnriic deveioprTiSnt 


e eraaication 


inequal i t 


or soexo-econom 




throu'jh social advocacy involving t-fie raising of social 
awareness of women's problems through public education and 
public mobilisation is an essential rsgui reisent in i-his 
regard. ' ■ 


The SQCi o— cultural , socio— economic and political pillars 
which have rested cn strong histDrical foundations evolved 
from the past ha'/e bv ana, large shaped tna women's destiny 
and have been ini' Juenc ial in ’deciding the overall status, 
role and awareness of women upto the f»rese'n‘.. times. The 
education of women is also governed by economic, social, 
political and cultural factors. 


The subject of women's education must be eKamined in 
this setting and efforts must be siade at policy level to 
relieve it from its past dogma and discover it in this new 
light- It can otherwise serve as a very powerful instruavent 
of overall socio-economic transformation. The full potential 
of education have yet to be discovered at all levels, vs-z. 
individual, society and government. While r-onsideraois 
educational gaps continue to be maintained between male and 
female education as discovered in the study (Chapter III) of 
the villages, yet this past damage can be rectified ana 


corrected through mass mobilization programmes aimed at 



e women 


new 


both 



oecomss 


econona c 


There hae bsers & sudden shift 


umes 


Constitutional Ameridment Act 


ates women 


women xn 
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S.t- a tus of yomen in the Family 


their routine work. Ws have also noted the ©Ktent of 
drudgery associated with -MHMeenfoik as revealed by an analysis 
of various working patterns. The pattern of work revealed a 
high participation rate of womenfolk in all the act ivities^ 
i.e.7 household and non-household. In some cases the entire 
rang«^"'of the activities were performed by the female members. 
In this chapter, we have tried to examine the status of women 
in the family, behaviour of family members towards them, the 
level of their political consciousness, level and extent of 
their participation in women centred development programmes 
and pattern of general awareness among them. The status of 
women in the family- that is' domestic status can be judged by 
the fact whether the women are taken into corifidsnce in frjajor 
decision making processes and' whether their acivi ce is sought 
by the male members o- f'ami ly, in , e conomi c matters. Data, were 


collected, froirs the 

res pon dents 

regar ding 

the 

advice 

taken 

from, them in -major 

hOUKShold 

dealings 

and 

other 

(Tiajor 

d e c X a i 0 n ma k ng p r'o 

cesses-, such 

'a's , sale 

\ -and 

purchase of 


land. . ■ ' iT>.5,rr lags, 'ssttleraen't ,■ , rhildren’s' education, house 
c on 5 1 r u c t >. on - .purchav-e O'i coriSUiTfer durables. sale of 
agricultural produce. sale and purcha.se of livestock, 
litigation and property disputes, etc. The analysis of data 
is presented in Table 5,1, The study revealed that in 4S.S4 
per cent cases, the females were asked about their views by 
the heads of households in majority of such dealings. 
However., about 57.16 per cent respondents report-ed that the 
-major dealings are done or settled fjy the heads wiKnoui 
taking any advic-e from them. The proportion of such 


rss ccnisparat i vely hi§h.?r in. district Pi'thoragarh 
than district ChaJTioIi, As w-oiTiSn worfc cant r i but,e-s mors in 
terms of timSf ou’'’. p.sj.t ,, and. incDCie? they need a. Fair deal both 
in so r i Q~e concmi c pianntno ar?d .in decision making processes 
within the family.. 


jffS work .harden on feraaies and their contribution to 
su-ch work in the rur^l areas of hxil regxcn is very high and 
significant. Taking into consideration the work load and 
contribution of women in the family^ the respondents were 
asked whether, their work and contribution was recognised by 
the family members. About 90.0 per cent respondents reported 
that their work and contribution in the family was recognised 
by the family members. However, the proportion of 
respondents was recorded higher {9S.2S per cent) in disiricv 
Pithoragarh as compared to district Chamoii (87.50 per cenl),-. 


One of the important indicators of measuring the status 
of women is to eKamine her independence in economic ar.d 
f inancial matters. The study' revealed that in major,, uy o+. 
the cases, the financial matters vjere handled by' male members 
as well as the economic decision were made by them. The 
study revealed that S7.&5 per cant i-espondents had their 
pocket money with them for their personal expenses. However., 
onlv 11.47 per cent had irsli tutional savings either in post 
Voff ices or ■ in banks . , The • proportion of. such respondents were 

found to be significantly higbsr.'in -the sample villages of 


di'stri ct Ch-amc» 1 i ’vK 


than the s am ole vi 


I la.gas of 




district PxthDrajgarh (S.3t3 per centi» The volume and amount 


of institut ional savings done by women are dete-rmine a by 


their accessibility of institutions, motivation, and tbe 


A high incidence of 


qua.ntum of money in the hands of women 


uch institutional savings were reported from migreri 


from where male members have migrated) or from 


households 


household headed by female members. Altogether a large 


ney with them 


number of 


pend money without 


where womenfolk were not 


of the household. Aboi 


such pocket money in 


without the 


proper t,x on 


sample villages o 


.nd 87. £S per 


rict Pithoragarh 


villa 


onsultations were not made from 


In most a 


the women i 


ndepsndentiy took their own 


Our survey aata confirmed this 


is ion making process was 


mo of wome 


concerned. The proportion of respondents was recorded 39.41 


per cent who reported that the women in their fam 


nto confiden 


Variations were, however 


famil 


proportions of respondents reporting such consulta 


147 

decision making processes in the sample districts. In 
district Chamolij the proportion of such respondents, was 
16«87 per cent^ while in district Pithoragarh it was 59.44 
per cent. In e. few households., incidence of female 
harassment by family members also' ca..me into the notice of the 
survey team and 1,18 per cent respondents reported such 
cases. In district Chamoii, the cases of harassment were 
relatively at a higher proportion than in district 
P i thoragarh „ It has already been discussed elsewhere that 
bulk of the work load relating to home and farm activities 
are performed by womenfolk in the rural areas of the hill 
region. The parti ci ptati on of male members is confined to 
limited activities. The v^omen are seen working from dawn to 
dusk without- any rest. The women must feel humiliated wnan 
their work gets unnecess-ari ly checked or .is regulated by 
other members in the family. It was found that in some 
households the domestic work W’as assigned to the v/omen by the 
head of the hcfussrsold and the disposal of their time was 
further rsouiated by other mam-bers. Such cases w'ere reported 
by 10,00 per cent respandents and this incidence was reported 
high xn district, Ch-a.moli as compared to district Pithoragarh, 



In the absence of proper nutrition -and nealth care,, the 



work load and hard 


of diseases among womenfolk 


problems 


I ifivi tat i ons 


women 


thei 


generally bear the pains rsla.ting to dise-ases wxthou 
proper treatment. Only in case of major illness they 


Table 5.1 s Status of Women in the Family 


Matters related to Status of 

Wo»5ien in the Family 

Percentage of Respondents 
Reported 

District District Total 

Chamoli Pithoragarh 

Advice is taken from respondents 
in household dealings and in 
iriajor activities 

40. 10 

45 . ZS 

42 . 64 

The work and contribution o? 
females are recognised irs the 
family 

S7 . 50 

92.22 

90 . 00 

The respondents have their own 
Institutianal Savings 

15. 00- 

8,33 

11,47 

Resopondents ha^?e pocket money 
for their own disposal 

'■8 . ■’> 4 

67. HE 

87 . 65 

Money is spent by femalas withnut 
consulting other members in the 
family 

90.62 

67. 2E 

88. 82 

Consultations are made, from th.e „ . 
females in. dec.ision making pro- 
cesses in the fami'ly ■ 

1 6 . S7 

59.44 ■ 

39,41 

Females are harassed in the family 

1 . 8-7 

0.56- 

1,18 

Females are assigned work and the 
disposal of their tiiris is regula- 
ted .by oth^r jTiembers 

15.00 

5.56 

10.00 

The illness of female members is 
given prorrspt attention by family 
members (guardians) 

87.53 

91.13 

89.42 

Treatment of illness is done in: 

(a) Private nospitals.j'dispensar ies 

51 .87 

■17 = S2 ■ 

33.53 

(b) Govt. Hospitals/disfrensar ies 

■ 48.13 

iSE'.T'S 

66,. 47 



■Qf t.reatmer?t„ i.'-h asking the respondents whether thev' 


received oroFTsot- 


^-ntiuM by the family members when such 


illness affsctQd themr the responses of the respondents 
revealed that in 69.42 per cent cases, the illness of female 
memhers was given proper attention by the heads of the 
housenolos and other senior family members. However, some 
10.00 per cent respondents reported that their illness were 
not given attention by the heads. In majority of 
cases, the treatments of illness were carried in government 
hospsitals as reported by 66.47 per cent respondents. About 
one-third respondents reported that the treatment of their 
illness were dons in private hospitals. The hospitals in the 
rural areas of the hill region are located at considerable 
distances^ The study found that on an average a patient has 
to go about 6 to 10 kms . from their villages to avail such 
medi cal f ac i 1 i ties. 


5-. 2 Political Consciousness Amon Q yomer. 

After having discussed socio-economic status of women- 
folk within the fas-rdly we will discuss the political 
consciousness among womenfolVi and the level of their 
participation in rsolitical activities. Table p,2 presents 
the arsalysis of data collected from the respondents in this 


■iistr ict— wise picture being 6.87 per cent in uistrict Chamoli 
and 7.E2 per cent in district Pithoragarh, The low 
proportion of such woissn a-fP iiistinn to political parlies in 
the rural areas O'? hill region is not diif icult to 
understand. It- is a cuisulative result- of over burden of 
daily work; low level oi' sduc-e.tionr 1-ack ov aw-areness and 
lack of independent sl-atus in the faf-'X-ly. Not only do wotnen 
suffer frofTi lack of indep^eridsr.t- st-atus in the t'aroi iy, but 


cases of interference? 


political -activities by male 


respondents reported 
activities . 


in : 


f e Fence 


their political 


The political activities of womenfolk get influenced by 
awareness among them and availability of time for 
participating in such activities. The low level of 
affiliation to political parties among the rural women in the 
hill region can be solely attributed to these causes. The 
study noted that about Ei.47 per cent respondents were aware 
about the political parties and local candidates contesting 
elections. However; in district Pithoragarh; the awareness 
among women was recorded relatively at a higher proportion 
(27. 2E per cent) as compared to district Channoii (15.00 per 
cent). As far as casting of votes was concerned; the study 
rsvsaiea. that 57-32 per cent respondents used to apply tfseir 
own mind in castimg vctes; while; rest of the respondents were 


I 


Out of total respondents, about 1-iS per cent 
respondents were or had been members of Gram Sabhas which is 
a oroof of low level of political participation of womenfolk 
in these local level elected bodies. The districtwiss 
fj,^,ures were -1.87 per cent in district Chamoli and 0.56 per 
cent in Pithoragarh . The opinions of respondents were also 
recorded regarding their level and extent- of political 
participation if they were elected as members of Gram Sabhas . 
The resp»or!S.es in this contaxt revealed that only 4.71 per 
cent respondents agreed to become members of Gram Sabhas and 
were willing to participate actively. It was also' found that 
due to lack of tlniO, majority of -'he respondents did not 
agree to take vnember shi p of Gras! J-iafaha. frorsover, some 
respondents showed their incapabi ities for performing the 
duties as active fAsmbers in any of these locally elected 
bodies. This analysis highlights that the rural woman in 
this region suffer from lack of awareness. iiliL-eracy, lack 
of independent status, dearth of motivation and high 
incidence of work burden. 

Accordino to new Panchayati Raj Act, 'there is a 
provision for reservation of seats (30 per cent) for Mxomen in 
village panchayats. It is found that the pmvision of 30 per 
cent reservation in seats for women was known to oniy -;E.94 
oer cen'l respondents. In the sample districts, a signific!s.nv 
variation was observed in the proportions of respondents 
reporting : their' awareness about reservation. Considerable 
awareness gap regarding this provision was noticed in the iwo 



distri cts 


67 per 


cent 


¥ifM Li 


in district Pi thnrsjoari; 2l 
re 13 o u. X t- -?> i s p r o u >„ s x o n i- 


respcnden LS ^^ere s 
Chasnoli^ a totaliy dj. sappos-ntea 
propsort-ion oP sisch res pc-ndents vvas pSTily .j. j£f per t-en 


d i strict 



it !-.a= c 


of a high level of 


i g n C3 r an ce an d 


i 1 1 i t e r a c y am o n g t h e r a r a 1 o men f q 1 h: 
'Was proved by the fact that the res 
women in Panchayat institutions was 


in the HifTialayan regiors 
ervation of seats for 
not favoured by about 


35.00 per cent respondents and they had assignee. certain 
re-asons for it. However, 65.00 per cent respondents were 
found in favour of this provision. The functions and aus.’e5 
of Gram Pradhan were known to about 39.71 per cent 
respondents in the total sample, districtwise figures being 
8S.50 per cent in district Chamoll and 96.11 per cent in 
district Pithoragarh, 


Similarly, the information was collected from the 
respondents about their awareness regarding local 
representati ves and government f unctionar ies at village 
level. The respe-ses of the respondents revealed that the 
Hetnber of Pari iarfionts fr!3m their constituencies was known to 


only 3,3.S per 

cent 

respondents , 

while 3.53 

per cent 

r e s p o n d. e r? t- s k new 

.the T 

lames of their 

representatives in the 

3ta-te f^ssembly. 

^5 fa 

Si.ock PraiT'Ukh 

was known to 

54 . 1 H per 


cent r e s piOerden t s . However, a great s'ariation was recorded in 
the proportions of the res.pondsnts reporting their awareness 
about the Block Pramukh in- the sample districts. It is very 
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District District 
Chaiiioli Pithoragarh 


r vvaiften in 
bv rsspon- 


datps and. Governmeriit Personnel 


the 


that the fTicfin f uncti onari-sc q? 
surprising t-Q nots tnat tne 

t. = K-ia fnr impleR’fe'nting and looking 

government who are res pons ror 

after the development programmes at village level, i=e. the 
tillage Development Officer, were known to a very few 
respondents. Gut of total sample of 340 respondents, hardly 
one or two responden-ss reported the 1 r awarene ss about the 
VDO. One can easily understand the laxity u?i tne part of 
grass root level workers in the remote areas .of the hill, 
r'eoion so far as developmental activities are concBrned. 


5 . 3 Educational Level of Respondents an d 

Political Consciousness 

The exercise of judging the extent and level of 

political participation was also undertaken. It corFsplement 
and supplement the discussion of the preceding section. Thus 
this section attempts lb examine this relationship based on 
the educational background of respondents and the 

participatory skill and com,Dares it with illiterate 
respondents. When data pertaining to political cons cioasness 
and level of part i ci pat ion in- political activities among 
women werg analysed according to their educational lavei? it 


was 

found that 

edu Ccit ion 

of respondents 

had a. 

po 5 i t i V e i m pas c t 

in 

g en a r g i. i n g 

po) it ical 

P’a r t i r i pat i on 

O.T1 Cj ctW 

a r e n e s s , Table 

5,3 

h 7 g h 1 i (! h t- s 

the relati 

onshi cj be twee-' 

e d u c a 

C i o n a 1 s t a n d a r o s 



political Hartiripatiori 
afi d Aw a r e n e s b 


fcducationai Level of 
Respondents 

lili- Prim- Jr. H»S« Total 
terate ary ' H=S» and 


level 


above 


Affiliation to Political Parties 

5.00 

10.31 

3.70 

18.75 

7.05 

Interference of family members in 
Political activities of womenfolk 

■1,50 

1.03 

- 

- 

1 . 1 3 

Awareness about the political par- 
ties and local candidates contes- 
ting elections 

21.00 

£1.65 

22.22 

25 . 00 

£■5 .47 

Self discretion in casting votes 

46-48 

62.83 

96.23 

93 , 74 

57.32 

Hembershlp of women (respondents? 
in Gram Sabha 

0.50 

1-03 

3.70 

6.25 

1 . 13 

Full participation of women if she 
is elected as member of Gram Sabha 

2.50 

4.12 

1 1 . 1 -i 

■25,00 

4.71 

Awareness about 30 per cenc reser- 
vation of fema.i. ss in f's-ichaya. I b 

7.00 

•(8.56 

2.2,22 

37.50 

12,94 

Reservation of seats for women in 
Panchayats is favoured by respon- 
dents 

54,50 

-yrr 

31 , 48 

87.50 

64,71 

Knowledge about' the f tin ■:% ions ana- 
duties of Gram P-radhan 

87 . 50 

90.72 

81,48 

100,0 

39.71 

B. Awareness About Pgiitical can-as. 






and Government Psrsonrsel. 






iietsber of F'arl i ament 

2.00 

2.06 

•■\8.52 

12,50 

3-S2 

Member: of Legislative Assambs-y 

2.00 

2.06 

1 1.11 

18.75 

3.53 


B 1 0 c k Ft 3.m u. k h 


Table 


a.n d fcd u c a 1 one. 1 


ot rss ponders and "the level of fsoiitical part,i ciE<at ion as 
well as awareness. The af-filiation to political parties was 
recorded at a higher proportion amorfo the educated 
respondents as coTipiarsd. to ii literate resposiuants = she 
aT -f i 1 iat i ots of resoondetsts to diTf'erent psolitical Ciarties was 
S-aOO per cent ici the case ot i 1 1 iterates ? while it was ahovs 
•jS.OO per cent a-Tsono respondents whose eoucation was high 
school and above. The prcfoortion of' educated respondents was 


signif icantly higher who used to take self decision in 
casting their votes as compared to illiterate respondents. 
The level of aiwarness about the political p>ar'ties and local 
candidates contesting election for different elected bodies 
was also found relatively higher among the educated 
respondents. Similarly, the knowledge of 30 per cent 
reservation for women in village panchayats was found in a 
higher proportion among the literate respondents. The 
reservation of seats for females in Panchayats was favoured 
by 54.50 per cent respondents among the illiterates, while 
this proportion was found increasing with the increase of 
educational level of the respondents. Awareness about 
political representatives for different bodies and goverrfment 
functionaries at local level was found at a higher 
proportions among the educated responden'ts as compared to 
illiterate respondents. ■■ 


^ broad , conclusionTthat-, emerged was the -potential' . of 
.edup^tion an'.' -impc?r tant... and ' powerful; .instrument of 



political and soc.iD-©cc>no?!ji c t-ransf orfflat-ion in these hackvAard 
yills.’jss of t, he h i ]. 1 r so i on , 


5 = 4 D-svsj o pfr?sr,t Proorammes for l^igt~agn : 

Awar sn-ass :,■ Fart i ci oat. ion and 'Barisf its 

The ds vsiDpsnent of wofflen in India, has been of priinary 
concern and devs lQpfr>ant- planners have .been strongly 
advocating this thems in recent years ever since the 
publication of the Report of the Committee on the status of 
svomen in. ■1973» Sincere and continuous efforts have been 
going on in this direction both at Governmental and. non- 
governmental level to improve the status of rural women,. 
Various development programmes for the upl if tment of women 
have been launched during different Five Year Flans and many 
Acts have also been passed and regulations made for their 
empowerment. Besides, r.isnning for worrten’s development, 
government also sat up various Committees and Comsrdssions 
from t-ims to time to study the st-^tus of women. Concerted 

efforts have be c n ma d s by s e a r a 1 V o 1 u r, t a. r y Or g an i s a t i a n s , 

women forums, -ferct " tst mrjvs-r.ents , edvr cat iona.l and training 

institution^ for the uoliftment of women folk through 

different means a.nu strategies, E:ut the nia.jor thrust of 
these efforts have been cohf ined on the urban women while 
bulk of rural women have yet to be satisf actori ly attended. 
The most i m pot', tan t means of achieving improvement in the 
status of women would be to secure for them a fair deal in 
income gensrating opportunities. 



The 



social status of worrisn is dtfCiiied i..ot,h oy 
, iiaFiJihlPs. While the endaqeneous 

eridogeneous arid exogeneous uariaDi-s 

+ tKn and from her iETiSTieoiate 

forces errianate withiu the tami-iy 

surrounding with which h«r personality interacts the 
es^oganeous forces emanate through both gavernmentai and non- 
governmenta]. interventions. In addition, the present value 
system of society has an important bearing in deciding and 
reserving a role and status for woitien . 

The various develo^piii&nt oriented prog rarrtfTies sponsored by 


both g o ve rnmsnta. 1. and sion—governirtenta t organisations reflect 
some concern for tvomen and their v^eifare. yet it would not 
be wrong to mentiun that much davel opmental effort in this 
regard, has been marginal and has. not penetrated in the remote 
backward rural areas o^- the hills. In the following pages we 


will discuss the nature .and t.y-c*es of developmsent programmes 

related to wornsn whj. '"h .are being in progrsEs in the rural 

areas of ti-ie region and the- level and extent of awareness, 

partirip.ation end benefits- received from these programmses . 

At ^>resent, over siKty women specific development 
prograrorftes ana schsemes are in progress in our country aiiried 
at improving, their status and empowerment. The coverage of 
these devalopmerit prog ramities and schemes are very wide as far 
as the basic objectives are concerned. The programmes have 
been designed to improve both their status'and socio-economic 
conditions and also to assure them a fair deal in income 

earning opportunities. In .addition, they also aim to .smcnwer 



i 


them through 
them gainful 
support thrau 


fievsioping ^kill and entrepreneurshi 
empi aymenx, ppportunit-ies and arranoino 
gh promotion o-f welfare measures. 


providing 
f inane ial 


Some qy the relevant schemes in this regard are s <a) 
IRDP with 40 per cent allocation for women? (b> TRYSEM with 
40 per cent allocation for wemert? <c) JRY with 30 per cent 
allocation for women? (d) Development of Wofffen and Children 
in Rural Areas (DyCRA)? (e) Mahila. Mandal Yojana? (f) Baiwadi 
Yojana? <g) Aanganwadi Yojana? Ch) Vocational Training for 
Momen? <i) Women's Entreprerseurship Programme? (j ) Awareness 
Generation Programme? and (k> Hahiia Samriddhi Yojana. 

For the purpose of this study we selected seventeen such 
firogrammes and schemes which are currently in progress at 
national and state levels. These programmes and sensnses 


ranged from awareness to entrepreneurshiD generation, from 
minimum needs prograrfimes to the mors amhvtious DHCRA, sRYSEH, 
Mahila Hangal Dal Frografr!m&, Balbadi and Aanganwadi schemes 
and the most recent tiahila. Samriddhi Yujana. Hers wfe present 
our findings in this connection hased on women responses in 
terms of , awareness participation and rienefits. 


Yhe DeveloDment of Womesi and dhiidren in Rural Areas 
CDWCRA) Programme was introduced in 50 districts of the 
country in 19SS-S3. Promoted by the Central Government, it 
is .. being impletriented with the coof>eratioh of UH.LuE.F, . "She 
main, objective of DyCR'A is to- improve the lot of rural women 
th r ouoh^^^^ ^ df income . generating ec s,- i v i >-■ lee . 





DyCRA’s aim is to organise i^omen into small group^:> of 10~i5 
for the effective utilisation of credit under IRBP far 
incrsasing women's access to- athe-r •^ovarrifnen t pirograffiniea and 


welfare 


^rvices. It facilitates cooperative effort, ar..: 


government and community action in plannxrig. implefment ing and 
monitorinOrt In our countrv more than /i^OOO women g:'OUus have 
been formed till Harch under the DWCRA a.nd tuOi-e l-ucsn 11 
lakh women have S’O far bear: benat iteci^ this programnis has 
been SKtehded to all the districts of the country from 1994- 
95» It was being implemersted in 355 districts till 1993-94. 
However, this study found, that the Develcpment of Hoffieri and 
Children for Rural Areas Programme is not being implemented 
in OUT sample districts and it was not known to any 
respondent in the samp'ls villages. However, incidence of a 
few developmental programfnes related to rural women, such as 
Mahila Handal Dal PrografTimer Balwadi and Aanganwadi Yo.iana 
being implemented in the region came to the notice of the 
survey team. Data pertaining to the level of .awareness, 
participation and benefits received by womenfolk in such 
programmes is presented in Table 5.4. 


The Hahila Handai Dal programme which aims to proiriote 



women was 


the sample villages of district Chamoli. In this conteK 


the respondents in district Chamoli revealed 


res ponses 


s. wore aware about Hahila, 


, -'i 6 1 


^ thara have been benefited from 

in Mahila Tiandal Dai and ax. I n- tnam .n 

TI- the .oro 9 ram(r.e mentioned 
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knowledge, about such prc-y ra.mme , 

Th. BaXwa^i -rogra.». i= al,o =.n. of Xho prograo^^o, 

which laaa to the wtrlfare of "Omen and children. The etuuy 
found that 9.71 per cent respon-lente in the eample were feund 
aware of Balwadi programme. However. the level 
participation among women was not encouraging. The level of 
participation was negligible in the sample villagee- Tbe 
districtwiso data highlighted that the awareness of this 
programme was found among 18.75 per cent respondents in 
district. Chamolif but none of them took part xn. 
programme as it was not being run in the sample villages , m 
district Pithoragarhf the Balwadi programme was being run 
a Voluntary Organisations known as Himalayan Stuay uircdi^, 
Pithoragarh. So far in district Pithoragarh 20 Balwadi 
Centres have been established in different villages by the 
Himalayan Study Centre » Due to lack of inf rastructurax 
support and dearth of -^undSi the coverage of Himalayan Stuay 
rirc'^'= i= and their activities are confined to few 

villages. However ^ this voluntary organisation has been 
successful in obtaining its objectives and doing commendable 


work to promote awar-sne'-' 
for the womersT' o-i 


Cl c-r. I r ^ c i n >1 an d o c a t i o -a i training 


In our 
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the aware^J-aos of 


Programme 'j^as found among. 1„67 per <..ent respondents ai?d 
accordirsg to the responses of these respondents all of them 
ware taking part- in this programme. The respondents who were 


participants 
benefited 
respondents 
prograiTime du. 


of this 
rom t 
repsort-ec 
r to la*-k 


programme reported that they were oeing 
e Ba I w-a d i pi r o g r amfn e . Some of t h e 

. that they could not take part in this 
of vimay whxle ijn same cases the exo.er 


woiTiBn were 


p^. r It 


rom 


some respondents . 


So far as Aanganwadi Yoj-ana is concerned^, the study- 
found, that this Yojana was not being implemented in the 
sample villages of district Chamoli and the awareness of this 
yojana was hard to discover among the respondersts . Howeverj 
evidence of Aaganwadi Yojana picking friomentum in the rural 
areas of district Pithoragarh was found as 4E.73 per cent out 



of 1S0 respondents were found aware in this regared 


the respondents, who took part in Aanganwadi yojarsa, had been 


benefited from this 


aking all the respovidents 


er from both the district, it was found that less 


Aanganwa 


per cent respondents 


anno vat -ana 


iau' 


m-sn Wt-irfi-sr 


s Iriomen 
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and their work place. It encourages and promotes thrift and 
enable women to come out of the narrow confines c<+' their 
homes to go to Post Offices to deposit their hard earned 
savings and to give them the discretion and the authority to 
utiii:se their income in a manner they think apc>ropr iats. 
Till -July 31y 1994 more than 17.39 lakh rural women aged 18 
and above p have opened MSY accounts of their own in post 
offices by depositing wh-atsver amount of money they could 
save. Again p it was a m-atter of surprise and concern to note 


that this scheme (HSY) is still dorm-ant in this region, 
despite its wide p>u,b;s.irity in media. Nobody 7 not even the 
menfolk of these rural areas were aw-are about this Yojana. 
It wasj therefore, not difficult to understand the negative 
responses of respondents 'women). The grass root level 
functionaries ivers also in helpless positioff as far as this 
Yojana is concerned,. 


Da t a, r e g -a r d 1 v t g t h e so n res of f i r’ s t h -an d - i n f o r ma 1 1 o n 
about specific devsiopiment programmes and schemes currently 
in progress brought ?.nto the light the import-ant role of Gram 
Pradh-sn who was the -conneexing bridge between these 
programmes and the wo, menfolk. About two-third of the 
respondents (women) benefited, from this source. Another 
source of information was the Block Development Officer 
through whom about E6.6>0 per cent respondents benefited as 
regards , conveying . of information. Other sources of 
int ormaci on .were either the farsily members or the rslat-ives 
of the rss.pondents .but their inf ormat ion . was : again .b.ased oh 



these f unctionaries . Variations were^ however, recorded in 


ha proportions of respondents reporting differoBt source 


information about the development p^rograiwrtes for women in the 


The study rev 


programme 
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remo 
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ne study recommends a 


view at 


tat ion 


c Ci o r 


f unct ionaries to imoro%=e the lot 


government 


invo i vs 


rntnent 


grammes would become both & 


certain orecaution 


efforts should b 


in this i"oga,rci. Secondly, the activities and progress of 
these bodies need to b« reviewed by ssiperts hy takinq t-fee 
actual, amount of work done in this connection at the grass 
root level, which can easily be revealed by such respondents 
in the villages, Tnird, government should not shed its 
responsibility by simply delegating these schemes but should 
engage in identifying new ars.as -and those areas where less 
progress have been made. Fourth, local level par t i c i pat ion 
and mobilisation of educated public from these areas would 
best serve the purpose , They know the needs -and regui rements 
better than anybody else, therefore, they can be held 
accountable for both failure and success. This could at the 
same time serve as an employment generating exercise for the 
educated youth and also given them the relevant work 
experience in such social welfare activities. Fifth, 
necessary training and experience needs to be regularly 
imparted to these local level NGOs to upgrade their skills. 
The programmes would have a better reach in terms of both 
quality and quantity if educated women having secondary and 
higher education are associated. Finally, dispropiort ionate 
gains to some sections at the cost of others needs to he 
seriously addressed. This calls for maintaining iniformity 
in standards in impleirienting these programmes and schemes. 

In this connection the experiences of other states, 
such as iiahareshtrs, Guiarat, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, 
should be taker, into -sccount, M;hers a number of voluntary 
organisations a?"? engaged i" tbs task o---' vv-r-rrien davsloiimerit 


and t-hey have achieved a considerajsle amount of success. By 
encouraginn these voluntary organisations in the hill region, 
the responsibility implementing the development 

programmes .should be given to these agencies. At present, 
the base of these voluntary organisation is very narrov?. In 
.. - - - ynlunt-srv organisation is engaged for 

-. 4 :- Warned- Gomat i Pravag dan 

promotirsg toe w.e..;.... • 

Kalyan Parishad Dhungla^ali (GPJKfT,) , is active foe the past 
one decade and has done ceaBandab-e work for the upliftieent 
of women by organisina various development activities related 
to Balwadi , adult women education, library, family welfare, 
Hahila Handal Dal, general awareness, health, agriculture, 
and tailoring and weaving. This voluntary organisation is 
working in the villages of this area since June 19SS-. The 
study noted its satisfactory progress both in tarms of 
coverage of the area and extension of activities. 

In district Pithoragarh, some voluntary organii,a>.-i ons 
such as Gramin Jan Sewa Samiti, Berinag, Parvatiya rhal 
Utpadan Aur Bahu Dhandhiya Sansthan, Champawat, Berinag Gram 
Swerajya liandal, lierinag and Himalayan Study Circi-e, 
Pithoragarh are active. However, except the Himalayan ot-udy 
Circle, the valuntary organisations are mainly associated 
with the work like conservation of environment, general 
g fi e 5 s cultivation of fruits and hor ti cu ». i-ura crops. Only 


yav> 

S t u c, y • x r c 1 1 ; was 
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■ in 

the 
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g j Q pffsgT'i t- prooraiiTin'iSS to &s%- 3 .hf-ish Baiwsdi csrrcress '€o oive 
educatiors ar»d general awareness y to promote t r a in i n g— c usTi— 
production axtivit-ies ija.ssd on wool and local materials. 
This organisation is also engaged in est3.uli5h5.ng bio—gas 
plants .by providing technical know-how to the villagers, liore 
such Q r gan i sat i ans coming act-xveiy -forw-ard to take the c-ause 
of women deyelopiTient shothid be encouraged. 


Finally, some light should be shed on the SKtension 
proorammss of Governfrtent and how much these functionaries 
interact wj.th the w'o.Tienf oik at the grass root Aevel. This is 
important because such programmes form the exogensous 
component of women’s personality status outside the 
household. 


5-5 Extension Programmes of Government and yomen 

The success of extension programnries of various 
government departments depends on the contacts rrcade by 
personnel from these department at the grass roots level. In 
this context the question arises, (a> hoM.i do the officials 
interact at the village level? <b) whether the policy and 
programme of government have any bearing at the implementa- 
tion.a3 level? and <c> how far womenfolk are aware about such 
programmes'?';;:. 

The knowledge and in+'orni.atiQn abou" .-ufch programmes 



nteracts with the village woisen and e-s.pecially if they 


and. initiative 


onveying such inf orfnat-ion to 


ave an important rote 


both these fronts 


non-perfo r man c e 


have highlighted the level of contacts made by p»srsonna 


these government departments with the womenfolk of rura 


areas of the Himalayan region 


Regarding awareness of women respondents for the present 


it would he enough to say that with the e;<ception of 


in other departments like animal hus 


the response is lukeworm. It 


iiturd 


hort 


though economically 


income and employment generation, yet either at- 


women 


much 


ommun i cat x on 


particularly at the former level tow-ards promotion 


overn.ment soonsored 


programme 


OQOd 


intention if msaninfgal women deveiopffient policies are to he 
implemented in future- Among the social consumption goods, 
education;^ health and family welfare are the most important 
but unt ortunats ly same have been neglected if not 
quantitative then 'afiniteXy in qualitative terms. FurtheCj 
this policy package must be supplemented by infrastructural 
support.. 

Our survey data pertaining to the csattern of visits and 
interactions made by the officials of different government 
department 5 with womenfolk in the hill region revealed 
unhealthy and bleak psicture from the pioint of view of 
promoting eKtension pr ogrammes = The dec'artments listed in 
Table 5.5 are Frsore concerned and closely related to rural 
women, especially .ivi 5;he hill region where the c*arti cipation 
rate of women is iriav-' i. mi •..:>< in ail the activities. About S5.6 
per cent rnsporidents (wursser.) iepO''ted that the officials from 
agri cuT ture . departcvs*''? visited them regarding t--he 
extensi on pirograsTims in agr i cul ture The districtwise pattern 
was found Trinre or less similar wJith ES.S p»er cent respondents 
in district Ch-asiiOli -and E2.3 per cent respondents in 
Pithoragarh reportirvtg about such visits made by government 
officials. This shows either lack of interest among the 
extension workers of agriculture department in district 
Pithos-agarh or the agricultural extension scheme receiving 
low priority in district Pithoragarh as compared to district 
Cbamoli, In Verms .of policy, agricultural dev-el opment is 
receiving some response from governmerit department y c>n.t it 



ha, ,til! to mak, doep in roads into tho agricultura basod 
economy in terms of increasing produclioily and income o* 
both land and labour and also contribute towards reducing 
agricultural drudgery on human labour especially that 

womenfolk sod »3irl child. 

The rural economy is supported by non-agr i cultural 
activities also which supplement the income resource, 
generated from agricultural activity. The Himalayan economy 

t. this solo but here the story ends on a 

is no 

, St. in rnrmectlnp wit-h occpational 

sorry note. i-ss no *-«>-• .t--’ 

h. r,-id-= -t-n HP d'-tn- to shift agricultural 

structure, mucii n esus - ■ - - 
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worksrs ( wofTi^n'fo xk ^ 

which would enhance the scope of both income and employment 
generation activities. This very fact of allied activities 

. . . . -p-.i .-riff i-.t-p t-prpivino low priority becomes 

evident by a customary glance at the table. The level of 

respondents reportin.5 visits of .government personnel . from 

0 .._w i. - „-p e ,-j.i t ■;! !-p ripr..prt,f!!ents is found to be 

animal husxiand.ry- anu uur ..vUr, v x. be 
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..r -ids-c ti-.p =^m&. Thus, merely 
Kni-h th'p rtPCiartmant-s was morbf or le--5 i- 


both the departments was more or lass tne 

S„7 per cent respondents reported the visits made by tr.e 
personnel of horticulture department. However, xn district 
Chamoli, about 3.1 per cent respondents have been cont-acted 
fay the officials of horticulture defiartment whereas this 


p r o y r amme s a n d 



level regarding the 
concerned €3.epartment , 


activities of the 


The saffie story is repeated once again as 
contacts irsade to womenfolk by the official of 


regards 

animal 


husbandry^ Hardly 1.1 per cent respondents reported the 
visits of BKterssion workers frofTi Che department of animal 
husbandry. This activity is a low key affair and benefits do 
not percolate to the grass root and remote villages. It has 
been observed that the personnel from gover rsmenl departments 
even do not make contacts with the male FTiembers in the 
villages. In remote villagesr cases of non-work by such 
government personnel are freguent and resources earmarked for 


such purposes are misused by such personnel. 


Hence any programme of government in future dates should, 
make it a policy principle to give the widest possible level 
of communication both at propoganda and at working level to 
such schemes. Since from the working pattern of womenfolk, 
we have already gathered the fact that agriculture is 



associated with a high work participation rats of females. 



Hssuming this work culture, sufficient ground exists to 
proiTfOte and accelerate the efforts of government departments 
in both horticulture and animal husbandry which is considered 
to be more productive, employment oriented and income 
generating activities in the hill region. Thus -i? 1 nr i culture, 
mushroom cul ti vat xon , bee-keeping. sericulture and o’^hsr 
activities ot Similar nature snouid 'den.j.; and efforts 

aho.u A-O. s^ade : to-. -sai. .■> ; ^ 



^9 anaivee ttis data pertaining to the cantac 


the workers of different departinents responsible 


found that worsen have been bye-psasssd by 
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district ChasTiol 


was very 


cation proararsfTie have 


hown any trie 


riented plannina 


the need of 
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pur 


excess worx 


also mould the personal ity of 


that they can enjoy improved work cond 


womenfolk s 


ion and 


welf.=srs which should' receive top most priority, 
irjsuf f i cient attention by the officials as eviden 


fact, that about 19. S psr cent respondents reported the vis.itg 
of personnel from medical and health departments. io t.he 
case of dxstrictwise responses, this response was recorded 
S.S per cent in district Chamoli while it was 23. 3 per cent 
in district Pi thoragarh . However, the extension workers froin 
family welfare department have visited relatively to a laroer 
proportion of respondents. About 61-4 per cent respondents 
from ail sample villages reported that the officials from 
family planning department have made contacts with them. W-e 
were told fay the womenfolk in the villages that the workers 
from family planning department use to come for completing 
their assigned targets rather than makinsg them aware about 
the family welfare prograFfimes . 


One can unde 
women and child a. 
benefits of a if f e 
measures in the re 
pattern ■ of intsrac 
de pa r v??'£ an t wi the 
was only 1G.E oer 


stand the l-vel of euccess attained by 
velopmevH dena-'tment ^ Dercoiating the 
ent devel V pmeriv programmes and welfare 
eta vilisgas of the hill region with the 
ions bv-the officials of concerned 
womta-'f oik . The proportion of respondents 
cent in aggregsite who reported that the 



workers from won>en and child development dec'artErient have 
visited therr* and made interactions. Keepinq in view the fact 
that husTfars ptroducti.vity is both health and education related 
the extension programme related to education and health needs 
speciai: :■ quad ita.^^ . target ing:- . . This '; .fact ^ is , gr.adualiy 

capturing the attention of development aconosti s ts and oc :■ cy 
nriakers. After examinihg the level of inte ract i one c-e-w-een 


government officials and the people on the one hand and the 
pattern of extension pro-granume of depa-rtment of education and 
health on the other, it seems impossible for government to 
provide health facility and education to all by 2000 AD. 

The issues related to sanitatio" and environment are 
connected with health-care and education. Again poor 
response was found from the officials associated with 
sanitation and envi ronmsnt as merely 5.2 per cent respondents 
reported the visits made by the personnel of sanitation and 
environment department. Awareness among the womenfolk about 
the sanitation and environment has great role to play in 
improving the living conditions in rural areas. The 


womenf oi t 


are directly' conv-erted with' sanitation and 


environment in terms o being either loosers or gainers. The 
level of efforts mane by the gover'Ament personnel towards 
sKtensioT: of wsl-J'are schemes meant- f’or- vii lages is evident by 
the pattern of contacts w5.tn tne people in the remote 
villages of the hill region. Reg-ardina agriculture, we can 
say that Himalayan agriculture continues to be backward and 
sometimes fails to provide the consuirsotion b-asket even at 




sups! 3 tepee 


?sl. fhis is due to piarticular nature of land, 


soil and climatic features. Agriculture is a probiem area as 
the study suggests and there is an urgent need for a 
comprehensive agricultural policy which should look into the 
particular labour and resource requirement of the region and 
also address into the imbalances of occupational structures 
which have a significant bearing on income and employment 
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Of-ficiais of Qovernrjent 
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No. of Respondents ReC'orting Visits 
of Government Perscsnnei 


District District Xotai 

Chamoli Pithoragarh 


Agriculture 

46(28. B) 

41CEE,S) 

87 ( Eo .6) 

Horticulture 

5( 3.1) 

4»; E.S) 

9( 2.7? 

Animal Husbandry 

EC 1 .£) 
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Medical and Hsaitb 

14( 8.8} 

51C2S,3) 

65(19.E) 

Family Welfare 

114C7E.5) 

93(51.7) 

209C61.4). 

Women & Child Development 

E2(13.a) 

13( 7.2) 

35(10.2) 

Sanitation & Environment 

3( 3.1) 

13 ( 7,2) 

1S( 5.E) 

Adult Education 

1( 0,7) 

7< 3.9) 
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Aftes- having analysed the working pattern o£ womenfolk, 
the drudgery firoblem associated with it, their status in the 
family, level of political awareness among them and welfare 
measures initiated fay government for the develooment of women 
in the rural areas of the hill region, now we will enamine 


the overall 

outlook and perception of women 

, At 

the 

outset , 

it would 

be useful to point out that 

given 

the 

socio— 

cultural , 

socio-economic environment in 

which 

they 

live. 


males have a major say in. deciding household matters and in 
the decision making process,, even in the personal miatters of 
females.. Though t is good to see th.e values of Joint family 
system still surviving uptu the present times, yet little 
attention has been drawn towards the problem of womenfolk 
from their angle,. Thus we see the interesting phenomena of 
hus-band supporting wife and family, yet he is unconcerned and 
• unsympathet i c towards the hign work incidence and. drudgery 
associated with her '.vc=rk... 


OUTLOOK AMD RSRCEPTXOhl 
XN THE: RURAi«. A RE:, AS OF" 


Three iiTiportant determinants sums up the entire Eirohlem 
oT womenfolk vis. money, energy, and welfare. The problem of 
women development- must be viewed in a much wider cantext a.s 
not only the problem of women at individual level but the 
problem of womerifolk within -and outside the family. The 
development economists end the policy planners h-ave only of 
late been addressing this wider role of womenfolk and. are 
rightly synchronising the two, i.e. M.!Q!rien's development and 
socio-economic deveio cement within the -cont-ext of sustainable 
development. How much such a role has actually been given to 
the womenfolk within the regional context has bean examined 
in the earlier Chapters, The scores of unanswered questions 
that remains hurried can be summed up under the theme money, 
energy and welfare. The drudgery problem is a reflection of 
these major themes. ' 


In fact, the problem of development of entire 
’Uttarakhand Region* to borrow the word from its political 
jargon is at the uppermost. While political leaders and some 
vested interests have only focussed their attention on some 
power sharing and fiscal devolution arrangements, it is the 
duty of ac-adsmi cians and those who are concerned with the 
general well being of the masses particularly the womerftolk 
of this region to set the agenda in its proper psrsc>ecti ve. 
The problem of income and employment generation has to 
proceed ' simultaneously, with the sustainable , development of 
man -and nature, a theme .which have been relter-ated more in 
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evident only after some time before any fruitful suggss 


1 on 


i he work burden on womenfolk has it 


already ooxnted out gender 


such work 


iral women 


product iv 


e, powe r 


im fi r 0 V e ra e r? t o f h e r 


are asked rfiuch remains unanswered due to male 
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womersf oik 


^omarj i s 


and even the statue and condition of most 


womenfolk is not what 


outlook and perception of wo0ienfolk which could he of some 


look of women regarding worksharing 


course M?e will also exanvine fal uihather the womenfolK 
thsiFiselues fl&aks any such dif -f erent ials between male and 
female child? and (bJ what they think about their generai 
status a.nd condition within the family and in the society s.s 
compared to menfolk. 


6.1 Wc-meri and Sharino of u e mestic Work 

The views of rss ponders t-s regarding the sharing of 
domestic work between male members/ and fessale .memibers have 
been presented in Table 6.. ?. ^7, th regard to work sharingf 

majority o? the wotaanf oik were c*-f t-ne opinion that- domiestic 
work falls within their amb^t and male members should be 
relieveo of surh bo^oeTi,, About 79..41 per cent respondents 
viewed that the rasoonsi bi 1 ity of day to day domestic work is 
the jofc! of fe<.-'ales. However the ooinion varied and ranged 
from 6.;t.a7 per cent (lowis*5t) in village Kharkarki to 97.50 
per cent (highest) in village Jhirpoti. The respondents 
advanced thres? sets of argurfients to suoport their view. 
About 4S.5S per cent of such respondents were of the view 
that males ersjoyed superior status in the society j therefore 
they should not be held responsible for doinc. all the 
-domestic work. Another E9,26 per cent of such respondents 
were of the view’ that since male members are breao earners 
and decision makers, therefore they should get relieved from 
doing domestic day to d-ay work as it w-as ill suited to the>, r 


status c Since males are involved in risk oseranq occupaticris 
thev should not devote their attention towards domestic <.?ork 
and this view was advanced by 2E.SS per cant of tne 
respondents who did not favour such equal responsibility of 
domestic work. The analysis revealed that the level of 
women’s personalityf is still moulded in the traditionai 
5 oci o~cu. 1 tural setting where male enjoys a higher status t-hars 
woman in all walk of life* The opinion aKprsssed by the 
respondents indi cates ' the backwardness of women in terms of 
their outlook and perception. However, some SO. 59 per cent 
respondents did not support this thesis and were bold enough 
to -advance the view that male members should share equal 
responsibility in perfc.rs=ing household work. There was no 
uniformity in the proportions o<‘ such respondents in the 
sample villages as evident witn data nresonted in Table 6.‘i. 
The forward and. perception regarding work 
res ponsibi 1 ity w.a5 assigned two reasons £ ti> both male and 
female are equal by birth; and i i i ' material benefits are 
distributed in u.naqu-al csroportions oetween males and females , 
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Therefore, m-ale members should share equal res p>onsi bi i i ty in 
household work. Another 9.46 per cent of the respondents 
were of the view that by birth male and female are equal -and 
therefore it logically followed that they should share soual 
r e-5 psons 1 bi 1 i ty . 
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The acfalysis of data regarding the opinion of 
respondents to^j^ards their work competence in compar Ison to 
their menfolk revealed that about 35.00 per cent viewed 
themselves to be equal to malesr while only 15.00 oer cent 
respondents viewed themselves to be less competent as 
coiTipsared to their male counterparts . However variations have 
been observed, in the proportions of the respondents in the 
samc'le villages about their opinion as far as work competence 
among females as compared to menfolk is concerned. Data 



pertaining to opinion of respondents regaraing work 
comp’otencs aifiong theiTi and tne reasons given in this rsnaro is 
presented in Table 6.2. Plainly two reasons have been ouoted 
by the r.espondents in favour of their view s^eqarding egual 
compsstence amsong, them as compared to males as given under ' 
Ci) That- fefTfales are equ-oily competent in pertorfr’ino all 
kinds of activities was viewed by 6i..31 oer cen't of 
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consideres 


their 


counterparts to be more compet-erit. The respondents have 
given two main reasons to support their views- Due to lack 
of decision making power and work discretion enjoyed by theiTf^ 
the females are relatively less competent in performing 
certain tasks as compared to males. This view was expressed 
by 71. per cent of the respondents who viewed that males 
are more competent than females. The females are 
biologically weak and not able to compete with the males was 
viewed by E8.S'5 per cent of the respondents . Drece again the 
poor outlook of women (respondents) due to various factors 
like illiteracy, ignorance and traditional backgrourad which 
lead to an inferior and su.bard5.riate status to them in the 
society .became evident from the ej-caminat i on' of this question, 
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respondents in sample villages revealed that about 46.47 per 
cent respondents ware not provided equal opportunities in 
educalion, employment and other economic activities. Looking 
at the vil lago'-wi ss responses,,- it ■ is found that the 
proportion of respondents was highest 73.33 per cent in 
village Devat of Pithoragarh district who were der-i?d equal 
opportunities in education and economic matters.. Go the 



other hand, this proportion was recorded lowest SO per cent 
in village Panneygaon in Chamoli district- »hs t esponc.er. -s 
have advocated three basic reasons for not extending equal 

= s as presented in Table fc.3- 
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the three reasons given separately fay the respon 
present the reasorsS as we received from the womenfolk, (j) 
About 6S,66 per cent of the respondents who ■eft V C -iS ^ o' 
discriminat i ons being made against womenr were of the view 
that due to social customs and traditions the women are no’t 
given equal opportunities in education, employment and 
economic activities. <ix) Lack of economic freedom and 
indep>snderst status to women is also one of the reasons for 
unequal opportunities in emc'ioymerst , and education as viewed 
by E2.7 q per cent of the respondents. Illiteracy and 
ignorance are the root causes for lew status of womenfolk in 
the society, fj.ii) The females are assigned secondary role in 
the society as a. cisc? imirn'-.tinns ■•■tr;- made against them 

and therefore,-' they a;'e duniec equa.l opoortuni t ies in 
educatiohr empl oymen't and e cones;;; c a ct i v:i ’i. ;i e-s This reason 
was advocated by -:<r p-ar can 1 uf , h a respicrioe'nts . 

Triu icipro'ce'd- i;T,a.tv:is avi'l coAdit-ion of women can be 
possible only wh-en -the ecoY>ami c , and educational status of 
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inf ras’'C,ructur-a.i sectors which are at the very root of the 
problem combined with sciecial women specific clevelopment 
oriented plans and sefaetrses. Some changes in the status- of 
women within the family structure also collected for,. The 
above c analysis, regarding^^ the .views of respondents about the 
equal opportunities highlightes' the fact that woma--.f c= 1 v: a”^- 
still strongly wedded to the social customs -S'-nu •fr.adi r r-=s 
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tatus and physis-aiiy w 
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rsspoftddnts for being discriminated by males is the lack of 
independerit employment and economic status among women,- which 
curtails their discretion and decision making Cfower and 
subordinates them to the males. The third cause advanced by 
a few respondents "or exploitation and discr imination was 
physical weakness of females. This view was srsared by 16.77 
p*er rent of the res pendents . 

Table 6.4 • Views of tne Respondents Abo ut the D^is c ri mi n ati on 
Against Females 
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conclusion that emerges is • some rorm 

.gainct femalaa in majority of the households as 

revealed from the responses of the respondents. Two factors 
have emerged from the response, for ameliorating their lot 
,a) promotion of education through adult literacy program, mesi 
and (b! providing .gainful employment to them. This can help 
in raising their status within the family and in the society. 
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The -a,naly-=. is of the responses gai^hered from respondents 
as presented in Table 6.5 revealed that dif -ferantial bslhjsen 
ms.l 9 and female child was made by a fTiinority ot 4 . ■!,:{. 53 per 
cent) the respondents. A fnajority <66.47 par cent) of the 
respondents were broad minded in this regard and were found 
to be indifferent towards the sex of their child. The 
viilagewiss responses, however, indicated a variation in this 
regard. This proportion of respondents was found to be 
highest 20.00 per cent in village Chhana and lowest 6.67 per 
cent in village Chaura Rajpur. When asked to specify the 


cause for such differential, three reasons emerged, vis. < i ) 
male childrert are superior to female children? <ii) male 
children are future bread-earners ? and (iii) female children 
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move out •from their families after marriage, 
investment an female children carried no returns for them. 

Table 6-5 ” R esoondents and Differentials Between Child 

and Female Child 


Name of 
Village 

Res pond- 
ents who 
make siif- 
fsrentiais 
between 
male and 
f smai 6 
children 

Reasons fo 

r Making Dif 

f erentiais 

Male Child- 
ren are 
superior 
than female 
children 

Hale Child- 
ren will 
become 
bread-earn- 
ers 

Female Chil- 
dren are 
others pro- 
perty 

Panneygaon 

12.50 

30.00 

20.00 

' - 

Baragaon 

15.00 

66 . 66 

16.67 

16.67 

Langasu 

15.00 

50.00 

33.33 

16.67 

Jhirkoti 

17 . 50 

42,86 

14.28 

42.36 

C.haura Raj pur 6.67 

66.67 

33.33 

- 

Kharkarki 

3.89 

25.00 

50.00 

25 . 00 

Devat 

13.33 

33.33 

50.00 

16.67 

Chhana 

20,00 

33.33 

44.44 

22 > 23 

A1 1 Villages 

13.53 

47.33 

32.61 

19.56 


The discriminatory attitude of respondents with 
variations was found in all the sample villages irrespective 
of their social stratra. However, most of the educated 
respondents (women) did not fall into this category showing 
that- education has its positive impact on their outlook. 


Perhaps 


was ecc-nomic and opportunity consideration? 


lich 


S''; ' 


farced some respondents to have discriminatory outlook. The 
migration pattern alsQ support this hypiothesis. where male 
members are given an outright preference in employment and 
education. The study revealed that preference was given to 
the male children h-' some respondents even in basic needs and. 
services-' items like fooo. , clothes^. education j medicinSy 


pocket money ' .and en •' ertainemnt were t-hs main goods and 
services in which the aiscr iminat ion was Siade .agains't female 
children at distribution level. .However, there has been 
variation irj the magnitud-e of the preferences. The above 
analysis regarding the discriiTiinatory attitude of respondents 
against their own fesvale children highlights the economic 
limitations of the households on the one hand and the 
ignorance among the women folk on the other. 

On gender discrimination , the 44Qrld Bank publ i cat ?. ons 
says that in some areas of South Asian count riesy gender - 
specific abuse is common, including se;< selection through 



abortion, female infanticide and in.jury and death associated 
with wife abuse and dowry demands. Other forms of 
discrimination, such as giving less food to female househcfld 
members, restricting their access to health services and 
imposing mors physical • work on girls and women are also 
common. A recent poli cy report prepared by the World Bank 

expert, panel stresses that investing in women’s prooress, 
instead of in men’ 
develcipment . 
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Table 6^6 


Views ciP the Respondent s Abo u t. Gene ra l Statu s and 
C ondi t i on of s d e. c- om oa r e d 


Name of 

Vi 1 iage 

No.- of 
Respon- 
dents 

. uenerai Status and. Condition of remales 
as compared to Hales 


in the 
samp^ls 

Very Low Low Equal 


Panneygaon 

40 

12 

(30.00) 

25 

( 62 . 50 ) 

3 

( ,7.50), 

Baragaon 

40 

20 

(50.00) 

18 

( 45 . 00 ) 

P 

( 5.00) 

Langasu 

40 

15 

(37.50) 

24 

(60.00) 

.4 

t 

( . 2.50) 

Jhirkot i 

40 

15 

(37.50) 

19 

( 47 , 50 ) 

6 

( 15.00) 

Chaura Raj pur 

45 

18 

(40.00 ) 

26 

(57.78) 

1 

( 2.22) 

Kharkarkl 

45 

. 10 

(EH. EE) 

25 

(55.56) 

10 

( £2 . 22 ) 

Devat 

45 

7 

(15,56) 

37 

(SE-E2) 

"1 

( 2.22) 

Chhana 

45 


(28.89 > 

Pi.'i 

( 68.89) 

i 

( 2.22) 

All ViHages 

340 


(32.36) 

205 

(60.29) 
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of resDQT!ds"ts ratinq thems?\vas in comparison to tnalss 
reqardino the general, status and corsdition^ The proportion 
Qf resDondents was recorded highest 50 per cent in village 
Baragaon and lowest 15. 5o per cent in village Devat who 
ranked their condition and status as very law in comparison 
to males. yhile the respondents who viewed that their 
general status and condition is e»3ual to males constituted 

highest SE.E2 per cent in village Kharkarki and lowest in 

villages Devat and Chhana. 

,1 ^ 

The analysis of views given by the respondents <womeri) 
about their general status and condition in the society as 
compared to their male counterparts is a testimony of the 

inferior status and poor conditions of the rural womenfolk in 

the hill region, More th-an 92.00 per cent respondents 
perceived their status and condition to be low in the 
society. The foregoin»T analysis ptroves beyond doubt that on 
the whole the general status of the rural woimerifolk in the 
hill region is rather low and they are subjected to 

subordin-at i ors by their male counter parts . This analysis also 
brings out quite clearly that womer? a.re discriminated against 
in all spheres -and are denied equal opportunity in education, 
employment and other economic activities. The poor outlook 
and low perception among wcsmen can be traced to the high 
incid-ence of drudgery -and relativ-s inaccessi hi 1 ity 
facilities of education as well as sarning. 


to 
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khand Develooirtent Department 


Utta 


Government 


Institute of Developmen 


Lucknow 


e selected from four vi 


■340 women 


in district Chamali of Garbwal Division and four villages in 


district Pithoragarh of Kumatgn division 


sample ot 


from where women were selected was drawn on 


household 


basis of stratified random sampling 


n o n— un i f o rm i t 


an .undulati 


climatic cond 


vegetati.pnv:,:,. 50 'il , structure 


an immense 


unhospitable for agriculture 'senfes aa a s-ourca of 
livelihood for a majority of people. The Hill ration of 
Uttar Pradesh comprises an area of 5^1 , 1S5 sq, kms . 
constituting 17. 9J per cent of the state’s area and inhabiti 
a population of 59.27 lakhs (4. £6 c>er cent of the state’s 
population). Thus the density works out to 116 persons per 
sq. km. in comparison to 473 for the state. About 7S.30 per 
cent of the total population of the region resides in 15166 
villages. The average growth rate of p.opulation according to 
1991 Census was 2.25 per cent per annum. The seK— ratio in 
the ^e^ 3 ion is 955 females per 1000 males as against state’s 
average of 879 which must not mislead one into making hasty 
conclusions with regard to women’s policy. The SC and ST 
population of the r&gi&n is l-S.TO per cent and 3.54 per cent 
respectively as comp-stred to Ei.OO per cent and 0.70 per cent 
for the s tat S'. 

The level, af literacy in the region is higher than the 
State for both males and females as well as the average^ 
being 75„51 per cent for malesr 42.57 per cent for fesrialss 
and 59.58 per cent for the region^ comparea to 55.73 psr 
cent, 25.31 per cent and 41,60 per cent for state 
respectively. As against this, the literacy rates for the 
rural areas works out to 36.55 per cent in the region in 
comparison to 19.09 per cent for the state. The fern-ale 
literacy r-ate in the rural' areas is substantially higher in 


the region as cosTipared. to the state. The oercentage of main 
workers in the population is higher in the Hill reoion ss 
compared to the state average, being 36.33 per cent in th^ 
Hill region and 39, GO per cent in the state. The proportion 
ot mam workers in the population is higher in the Hill 
region as compared to the state average, being 36.33 per cent 
in the Hill region and S9.00 per cent in the stats. The 
proportion of mam workers in- the total population is also 
higher in all the districts of the region as compared to the 
state average. The importa.rit character i st- i c of the hi!! 
distric„s is i.he presence of a suo-stantial high c^roportion of 
female workers in the workforce which at first glance may 
present a false picture, actually il refiects the hard 
economic life ot the womenfoH. of the reoioru The women are 

engaged in low pros-joct-^ v ■ iu --v - 

■ ■ -■ ••e ir= ti.vj primary sector 

comprising of a 

u-^.u ,*4 esc. i i cu, i. i. ur al sector where 

male pa>^ti cipation and a 

extent, as , i'n tne 

part,icmution;-^'rate among -females is substantiai ly ■ higher 
<35.62 per cen'O as compared to state’s average <7.45 per 
cent), Gn the ‘'^^^trary, the opposite picture i-s available as 
regards male workers constituting 46,61 per cent of their 
popjAation wsiich is comparati veTy lower than 49,31 per cent 

However, the marginal wairkers are 1,72 oer 
cent among males and 9.73 per cent among females in the Hill 
region as compared to. 0.36.. per cent' ampng. males .and 4va7, ' oer 

esne among females in the state. 
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The main source of occupation and 
region is agriculture and about 65 per cerrt of the total main 
workers are engaged in agriculture. In the total mam 
workers, cultivators constitute &£.77 per cent in the region 
as against 5H.S6 per cent in the state. The proportion of 
agricultural laboure'^s to total main workers is 6.40 per cent 
in the hill, region and ■18,94 per cent in the state. The 

agriculture in the hill region is largel'y a women's Job and 

the p>art i ci pat ion of men is confined only to a few selected 

of the female workers are 
In 'C-he houssho3.d industries. 

•■gagsd. The workers 
> constituted 34.6 
per cent of the main worker's '.ahich is higher than the state's 

average. However, the ps^oportion of female main workers is 

lower in the hill region who are classified as other workers. 
The low -status of women workes^s can be noticed from their 

percentage figure in better p^aid non- 
occufiat ion-5 = There has hsen con cent rat i on of 
emaie workers j.a agricultural sector in 'those districts of 
the hill region where 
females in 


operat ion 

s. About 93 p>er '.ent 

of 

the 

engaged i 

n agr i cultural sector. 

In 

the 

less than 

cs ns p» e r cent main v? o *•;: 

ers 

r s 

engaged 

in other activities in 

the 

r r? *2 
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the literacy rate is 1; 


wer amono the 


rural areas 


Tne total reported area o-f the hill region is 535S.a 

I 

thousand hectares, out of which 63.92 per cent area is under 
forest cover. The land area under cultivation is soni-y 12. 4*^ 
per cent of the total reporting area in comparison to 5-S oer 
cent in the state. In such a limited area it is but natura.l 
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Taking together all the districts of Hill 
Dsr cent of net- ars-a aowrs is irriyated -as 


region, about 
against 60, 3S 



per cent in the state. When t-he figures related to irrigated 
areas of districts Mainital and Dehradun are sec*-arated from 
the irrigated areas of rest of the hill districts, the 
irrigated -areas varies from 5.37 per cent in district Chamoli 
to 15,25 per cent in Utt-ark-ashi . Due to lack of irrigation 
facilities in hill districts, the level of chemical 
fertilizer consufription in agriculture is eKiremeiy low, Tne 
average yi-eld rate of foodgrains is slightly lower in the 
region compared to state's average. 

The average size of land holding in hill region is 0.95 
hectares which is slightly larger than in the state (0.93 
hect,). The marginal and small holdings (below 2 heet.) 



constitute 
hill region 


about -37, 6S p*er cent of the operated holdings in 
w'i Lh "oO , 4- pier cent of the tot-al cultivated are-a. 



The per canit-a consumption of electricity is 174 kwh, in hili 
r. region in comparison to 179.4 kwh in the state. About 75 per 
cent villages, are eiectrifieo xn the region with a variations 
istricts, ...As far -as vvat-e*' su.c>ply for aomestic 
oncertied some 75 p»er cent viXl-ages have still 
■of this utildtv. 


E03 



The industrial base at present, is unsat isfactory with 
the exception of districts Nainital and Behradun, Thus, the 
Q c cupat i onal structure presents a backward agr * i-ul turaj. 
sector with a premature tertiary sector = This gap needs to 
be filled in the future taking ecological and envi ronroental 
issues also into cons iderat ion . Yet a high value of p>er 
capita net product is available in the region from the 
commodity producing s-ect-or and also its forest weait-h. 
Though the development indicators rank the region among one 
of the developed regions in the state, low standard of 
living, hardship of life, dearth of investment and capital 
formation, low level of consumption, unemployment, poverty 
and high cost of living tell the story of its backwardness . 

Since the inception of planning for the region (from 
Third Five Year Plan) when it caught the notice of government 
and got special status from both Central ano t^tate 
Governments, funds started pouring in and covered areas such 
as agriculture and rural sector, transport, housing, 
education, power and public utilities services. But yet much 
has not come in terms of impirovement in productivity of the 
people in the region as a result the micro behaviour of 
households reflect the drudgery of cotrsmon womenfolk. The 
factors like, population pressure, lack of arable land, 
absence of infrastructure, dearth of entrepreneurship, 
overai.l dearth csf adequate investment- ir? various economic 
spheres, lack of diversification of economy, subsistence 
character 


backwar'Sness and this has resulted in the failure of the 
ecorsomy to accomfriodats the gro^t'ing labourforce which leads to 
outmigration (mainly among male members) of various f'orfrts. 
The migration of male msmliers has -also added other rsSDorssi— 
bilitiss on f em-ai members which has further increased the 
drudgery problem of the womenfolk., 

Xt woi?ld be -sDoropr i-ate to look into t-he soc i p~s conomi c 
profile of districts Chamoli and Pithoragarh which were trie 
sample districts chosen for our study -and from where the 
selection of vill-ages w-a.s m-ade . The socio-economic 
characteristics of the sample districts, based on d-at-a from 
secondary sources, indicate that these districts are 
basically rural, with agriculture as a main source of 
occupation. This is also true in respect of the sampia 


vi 1 lages . 


As already mentioned district Ch-amoli in Garhwal 
division has an area of 9t6S sq. kms. and district 
Pithoragarh in Kum-aon division has an area of 6856 so. kms. 
They account for 17.93 p>er cent and 17.36 per cent of the 
area of hill region and have the population of 4,55 lakhs ana 
5.66 lakhs respectively which is 7. 68 per cent and 9.56 per 
cent of tot-al populatian of the hill region. The rural 
pDp>ulatj.on is 91.06 per cent and 92.57 per cent in these 
districts which live 1569 and 2186 y i 1 iaqes of the 
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district Pithoragarh a« against persons for the hill 
region as a ■»?hole= The sex ratio is i003 I'or CHafftoli and /S5- 
in Pithoragarh. „ ■ 

The rate of literacy in the two districts is 61.08 per 
cent and 59,01 per cent respectively against 59.28 per cent 
of the hill region. The literacy rate astoncs males is higher 
than both the regions -and the state. ?he temale literacy 
rate is 40.37 per cent in Ghamoli district and 38.37 per cent 
in Pithoragarh which is lower than the average of the hill 
regioriy however^ it is higher than the literacy rats of 
females in the state. The percentage of main workers in both 
the districts <40,32 per cent and 41.03 per cent) is higher 
than .the average of the region as well as the state. The 
sex-wise work participation rate gives peculiar pattern. The 
proportion of main workers in the male population is lower in 
both the districts as compared to the region and the state. 
However,* the female work par ticipation rate is quite highs in 
both the districts. There is also similar trend, as far as 
marginal workers are concerned. 

Agriculture is a women's job as proved by the high 
percentage of w'omen workers engaged in agriculture in both 
the districts as well as in the hill region. The female 
workers engaged in agriculture constitute 96,0 per cent in 
district Chamoli and 95.4 per cent in Pithoragarh as .against 
9S.7 per cpnt in the hill, region and S4,03 per cent in the 
state as a wrsc?la, ia*"-*! hc= Idixscis a.re small, fragssented 
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activities' are tsw and do not aoso=-b fTsuch of th 
household workers — uials or •fsiTsa.le, !he do use ho .lei 
are .rsot developed iri these districts a?:.so. About 
cant of the main workers in district Chamoli ana 
in district Fithoragarh are engaged in household 
which is lower figure than the state’s average. 
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The land use pattern shows a low forest cover in both 
the districts as compared to the hill region. The percentage 
of net area under cultivation to the total reporting area is 
also lower in these districts as compared to the region and 
the state. The irrigated area as a prorjortion of total 
cropped area is merely S.5 per cent in district Chamoli and 
6=6 per cent in Pithoragarh as against 20.93 per cent in hilj 
region and 43.36 per cent in the state. The poor state of 
agriculture in these districts is »^urther evident fay the fact 
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general and ^aak industrial base in particular. The 

constraints to davelop^r^nt prifr,ari3y Xi^s in the geo-phystca. 

•>. -* . j *** -^”1 '{’ H ^ *^0 

. r- i? ■•• Hsa rani on ijhal- i 1 FTid t a^l t.n- 

condxtions of 

develop the -area and its economy. 

fi totai „f 340 sample households from eight villages 

^ 4 ?or the Study from representative districts of 

were chosen for t.ia st-uay 

p.-t-nr^a-rh in the Hill region^ From each sample 
Chamolx and Pitnorv, g-a.*r.. xn 

was for detailed survey. The 

household one wosr!a>‘. was - 

e. 41 ro-nnndent= and their nouseholds indicate 

salient feature of re^ponuen t - -t 

that the families of 340 respondents (women) in the sample 

had a populatioh of 1618 with ah avorago siaf of f^^dly 4-/8 
mombers. The seK ratio was found to be 1u0_. fema.,. 

thousand of males, thus males comprised ^^.68 ner 

j *_ an 'iP' oar cent for temalets. The 
population as compared to 50. Ip. P- 

_ -«p_.ao vears) in the sample houseno,ias 

feforkforce (age group .9-59 years; 

+ 4v 4 So total Dooulation. The 
constituted 47.47 per cent in .ue total . . 

analysis of data rsgarding tho oducation of too family 
sicmbors of the sample households revealed that 30. pe. 
of the total population was illiterate. The educational 
level of 19.46 per cent population was High School and above. 
Among the female population, about 43.52 oer cent were found 
illiterate. About 8.69 per cent females were High School and 

above. 

ousinq -structure, 90 per c-ent wers pucca 


members . It foisnci that- in most of the -cases ^ there u*ere 

no sep-arate kitchen in the houses. The livestock p-atterrs 
indic-ated that on an average 3.9^ livestCMck was reared by a 
household although t-here Mjer-e v i 1 i-a-gev/ i se v-ar ia.t i on 5 ^ The 
average v-aJ.ue of per livestock cotTsouted was R-5.SH47. 
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The number of wo r king popsuiat i on in 
households was OLind. -dr p«er can c- cf i-ne 'iota.i 
who were engaged in different o c cupa t i ans . About 

fourth of the working piDpulation v^as cultivators 
1.43 per cent as a.gr icultur-e.l la.ooursrs. Sotna 6.7t 
were' wage earners and 4„32 par cent were engaged in patty 
business. Another S.45- pfgr cent working popu'iation was 
employed in government or semri— gove rnmsnt ;iobs. Thus a 
premature service sector supported by a b-ackward agricult-ura.l 
sector became evident in confirmity to the broad occupationai 
structure of hill economy. The potenti-ai of secondary and 
tertiary sectors h-as to be e;<ploitea fully in order to raise 
the income and employment avenues as emerged from both the 
micro and macro economic behaviour oattern of the r salon . 


The income structure which emerged from an analysis- o-f 
the data collsctssl from sample villages revealed tn-at the per 
household annual income was found to be Rs.1649S and per 
capita income worked out to R5-3437 with a variations in tpe 
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th. da.ic charactd^istlc of the population 
in ,.h» neoion. Tna sample householde Purveyed aleo revealed 

that about IT.S^ pet cent of the boueenold income, generated 

, • --r 4 -t t Th^ overall pat-tern 

outsider iB contributed ay r eiaittan .e^ . 

. hinh-iightB that a backward agricultural 

of bousehoid int.f --=? 

LT-r-ter davaioped tertiary sector was 

sector and an euiial/.y ui.r_ar i- 

. ■’'Kei ditiidv fouriU thatr 
♦ ip-i HnM-c; = hold econosty. St-U'-ty 

supporting tne 

* f- 4 : tni^f households in the sample were 

abaout 40 per cen-o of .-le ts -— 

*t ^iriTtua’ in'TJfDe was recorded. less 

below poverty line as tui--xr aunu«, in- 

than Rsn 11000. 

Tb. roport of tho study is ba.od on tbs dstallod survoy 
„r 340 « 0 P«n sslootod from the sample bousonoids. Th. 

analysis of data pertaining to ago distributicn o-i too «o-n 
(respondents) revealed that the age-group of 21 to 35 years 
„s, the major group In whirh there «ere #7-65 per 
respondents. The second major group of respondents »as 36 to 

Thfi irg^ijcirsder! *^s 

50 years which accounted 38 . -j- pe*" 
constituted 12.65 per cent who were above ..O 

Howevary the age of any respondent was not above 56 years in 
the sample. 

The educational level of the women (respondents) m tui. 

sample revealed that over 5S per cent «ere illiterate and the 

education of 28.53 per cent women was upto primary 

-5 s-iTTior HTQh School' .constituted 

The women wnose euui..a u .a u.i .. 

Taking all the 

7.94 per t-eui. (-;■ ^--s- --rt---- = 

4.y -foMTiP that X h s s du Cat i Qvia 1 level 
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of 0.S& per cent was graduatii,. The ftduc.at iotial level o£ the 
respondents jnd3cat~s rhat there 
infrastructure trfr tus 

edsicat- i onal i nf ras t ru.ct ura has to .be seen in zha lioht nt th® 
fact i'n.at wofTian’s soucatian need-s to .be yiven a s-pscia.l 
focus., Fsirthar the yocationai training and eniol oymant 
orierrc-ed schsETses need, to be launched s-'^ t 
gainfsjl smpl oyiTsent may- he encouraged. 


In the rural areas of U.P. Hills, the part i ci -pat ion of 
wom-en in household and non— household arti-vitles is 
substantially higher than the male workers. The working 
pattern of womenfolk and work burden on them was calojlatsd 
in simplest manner^ i.e., according to daily hour-s devoted 
towards routine activities- viz. outdoor work, indoor work 
and work of recreational and leisurely nature. In this 
conteKt the study found an average working period of 16.49 
hours computed, for both the districts, and for districts 
Chamoli and Pithor-agarh, this routine period of work were 
•15.64 hours -and 17.0." hcuars . respis.ct ively . The women 
participate in a.lmo-5t all the agr i cultural operations while 
the particl p>ation of male member was confined to limited 
rjossrations . in agriculture. The per day work disposal of 
worrsen-f oik according to .outdoor, indoor and rscrsationai 
activities indic-at-ed that -about 6S. 17, per cent of total work 
was devot-ed- f or outdoor activities, S'l . 1-1 per cent for Indoor 
act'i'vit.i es , and' ,8 = 72 'p»8r cent for,. ,r.e cr eati onal , activities- 
The outdoor activities wer? highly time , co.nsyminc; and ,: -about- 
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10.25 hours -ous ot --ot-<si 'X...,. *.j 


5 ,b 50 r bl::‘d 


t-Q'^ards 


Dfis r^'v-rmance .. 


hours was 
work related to 


rnn^i^^ad about 29.35 per cent of 

a'3'r 1 cui^ s-ur e .-nd 

• . TK - c ^ lE-'iv •To^nd that fuel and fodder 

total '=-?o?rfer! * s : t, J.fne. s -..i:?. . 

coHsction <..hirh is solely a women’s Job) end water fetching 

was associated w;.th drudgery orobXe.v for womenfolk because 

these Bctivities required travelling long distances for their 
procurement. The procurement of fuel, fodder and water 
absorbed 5.41 hours in a day, registering about 3E.Su per 
cent of total time. 

« considerable amount of seasonal variation was observed 

in the working pattern of womenfolk and hours of daily 

routine work. While the work in winter and summer seasons 

was 1S.05 hours and 1S.E5 hours, i.e. below the average of 

16.49 hours computed, that of rainy season was found to be 

17.19 hours. Thus, the workload on rural women during rainy 

season was recorded 7.10 per cent more than the workload of 

winter season and 5.78 per cent more than that of summer 

season. Village-wise variations in the hours of daily work 

devoted by the womenfolk in different activities were 

-.,1-, T hfs uifirk 's ”-ad ^T\ woiTierifolk or hours of 
recorded.. uener-^ilyp Ane <4>-<rr. --i 

their daily work is goverrved .by severai fact-ors suu.* ai=. , 
family site, family composition, land holding 

animals, distance of forests and water sources, level of 

education among women, number of children and aged persons 

and number of adult female members in the ■famixy. 
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WDfisen in ’.ne fisigrani, 

X Wes L? e " ' V e e^-xon Ot sr-c^A-a ir‘* a ni jj e r s ceused 
increased work buro.en on womenTOlk of sucti households. Bot^h 
indoor and outdoor work hurden increased. as additional 
activities had to Be performed to replace that potential 
source of labour. The study revealed that a woman in rFriorant 
household had to devote about 4„80 per cent more tiiTse tharh 
the woman of non-mi grant housshold. A.bout one-third 

households fail under the migrant category. Though tne 
family members receive money in the form of remi ttances frorfs 
the migrants which increases the purchasing power o ? such 
farralies and enhances the assets formation but it is at the 
cost of increased work burden on the womenfolk. 

Education was found to considerably influence the 
working pattern and the hours of work as became evident from 
the fact that educated women devoted lesser amount of working 
hours to daily activities as compared to illiterate women. 
Thus, the span of daily work ranged from 17.00 hours for 
illiterate respondents to 13.33 hours for graduate 

respondents. A direct re lat- ions hi p of less drudgery and work 
burden with increasing access to orimary, secondary ansi 
higher education became strongly evident. The worthing 
' pattern ' revealed that education .contributed wsimen’s status 
wi thi.n ‘ the fami ly in terrtvs.of work .load related' to , day. to day 
activities. 



The work load dt> woF>eT>falk ia-also, determined by the 

, r.e=-r.b'='«"e ^n the family. The study 

number of aault t esisaAS . => - 

per womar, hours of daily »ork was racordad 

,owor ih thu households where the nun.ber of adult females 

irs--= tjariPd from 16.95 hours with one 

were higher. The wo r:< 10 =.*.- varied t rom 

d„ »K= A’amilV to 13.00 hours with four adult 
female aduii in i.he .ami-y 

f emales . 


The ooUeotion of fuelwood, fodder add water fetching 
require not only hard physical labour but also a Aong 

distance is to be covered in performing these actTVitjes- 

fthout ao per cent of the work related to these activities is- 
performed by womenfolk in the hill region. Due to depletion 
of forest cover as a result of commercial and indiscriminate 
exploitation of forests. the drudgery on womenfolk has 
increased. It is found that in more than 76 per cent cases 
the women have to cover distance, of over 5 kms. for 

, fo.-wno- and fodder. However, some relief was 

collactinq fusiwoota auu 

'p,e'rved 'in the case of fetcKin.g water as in some villages 

water has been provided by Jal Nlgam. Given the hilly 

f ' a * - — Y *“■ 5 s jr p Y Y( V s © s s o n sn d whs 
* the. eAVBf-o ro d conditiontpr rair,^ 

terrsinj ».ns %ev,e. .. 

. Y- -1-ipr.plp tHP oroh^Btn .3f fuelwDod and fodder 

danger of wild .anxmais p. 

collection can wsli be understood. 


The analysis of time taken and distance covered by 

womenfolk indicated that the process of deforestation has 
increased the drudgery of womenfolk. Mhetner it is '-ue 
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economic hackgroun-l of «r.mar.foIk and th* drudgery on 

then, in the rural hills we tried to examine the status of 
.women in the family, behaviour of family members towards 
them, the level of their political cons ciousness, level and 
extent. of their participation in women centred development 
programmes and the pattern .of general awareness among them. 
On the basis of responses obtained from respondents (wonsei.iy 
the study found th-at in 4E, S4 per cent casesy the -rsmaies 
were asked, about their views by the -heads of households in 
major domestic decision making processes, such as, saiS and 
purchase of land, chi Idren ’ d. education marriage settlement, 
house construction, purchase of consumer durables, sale of 
agricu.ltur.al produce, sals and purchase o+ *ive.s>..ock and 
other matters. The work burden on females and their 
contribution to such work in rural areas of hill region is 
very high and significant. In this regard, majority of the 
respondents (women) repo-tea that their work and contribution 
in the farf'ily *wa- recognised by the ''amily msmb-eFs. However, 
in majority of the cases,, the financial matter ral.ai-ed to 
household were handled fay the male msmbers as well as the 
economic decisions sHcept such households where womem members 
were heads of households. The institutional saving of women 
was found in those households from which migration of male 
members had taken place. Though some respondents re;por-.eu 
personal (pocket) money with them, however, :.ney wefs- m-y 
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Looking at the political consciousness a.mo 




region is a cumulative result of 



activities are also ’Njuetu The statfy; noted that the level of 
polit-ic.al awareness w'as also very tow. as' aoout per cent 

respcTidsnts were aware about the political parties and local- 
can ct i dat e s contest-xno electi-ons = Aisouc. 57 = 33 psr cent 
f-ssBOTidsTiXs acsoiy their own jud^esTienv in casting votes. Cme 
to lack of time and independence, majority of respondents did 
not aigree to take membership of Gram Sabhas . The provision 
of 30 per cent seats reservation for women under new 

Panchayati Raj Act was known to only 1S.94 per cent 

respondents. Similarly the awareness about the local 
representatives in different elected bodies and the arass 
root workers from government departments was found very low* 
among the respondents- The rural women in this region suffer 
from lack of awareness and lack of independent status which 
is the result of illiteracy, ignorance, dearth of motivation 
and high incidence of work burden. The study found that the 
education has a positive impact on women as far as 

independent status and awareness is concerned which is 

evident by the fact that the educated respondents had better 
level of status and awar-eness. 


It was noted that the level of c>oiitical participation 
and awareness m.'3s also a low Key affair and in this contsKX 
it is easy to understand that they can not play a positive 
role in the devolutiors arrangement unless they are aware and 
active on these fronts. Again it was proved That sducat-ion 
c o u 1 d d » 1 i V e r t he n e c e s s a ry x n ou t an d help i r? s i m p i i f y i n g t 
task. In this regard, the local p»eo 0 le cou 
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channelized in creating awarenese generation prografnme s^hich 
could help in women emp^Qwe rment . 

The study also found poor progress of ongoinQ 
devsi. Dpmente.l programiries and schemes for Mjomen as they have 
still to peneti-ate in these areas despite a lot of paper v^ork 
done in this connection. Womenfolk were found to be 



marginal i sed. in such programmes aimed at their empowerment. 
Very few women centred programmes such as Mahila. Handal Dalt 
the Aanganwadi and Balwadi programmes were .being run oy 
yoluntary Orga-nizat. ions. Only a handful ot gamers from 
these schemes could .be cited. Other than these,. the women 
were found u.naware .about other r-eveioc'ment progra.mJTies for 
their upliftment. The fiahila Samarddhi Yuj-ana. which is merit 
for womenfolk in rural -ars.aSf was not heard by the woiT'enfcflk 
in these areas,. 
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eKt.ended. by different dsnartriients , such as, agriculture, 
horti culture f - animal husbandry, siedicai and ne.aith, women and 
child, d-svelorjit-ent, adult eoucation, and sanitation largely 
depends on the visits .and inter-actions .mads by implementing 
personrsel with the grass root people particularly women. The 
awareness resp.c-nses from the respondents do not present an 
encouraging picture as far as the extension programmes are 
.toncerned. The study found that genuine efforts have not 
been made by the extension workers to xmD.lefffent the 
development scheme in different sectors of scanomv. It ia 
eviderst from the fact that very few women have .been contacted 


bv the 


Thus 


eKtension workers of governnsent departments, 
efforts Fsoed to bs acEielerated to improve the cammun i cat ion 
gap arni a major thrust should be made to implement such 
schemes as they can generate asditionai liicoitie. 

The womenfolk of hill region are hard working and their 
ds- 1 1 V wprk routins covers a span of hours in a 

day. The incidsncS and i5rsc*act of work burden is high, and 

even the average status and corsdition of most of the 
womenfolk is not what ought to be. About the sharing of day 
to day work between male members and female members, majority 
of the respondents were of the opinion that male members 
shou?i.d not share the domestic day to day work as it is the 
job of females. The reason for their argument was that male 
members are superior in status as they are bread earners arsd 
decision makers. Therefore, they should be reli-eved from 
doing domestic work. The opinion expressed by the 
respondents Indicates their backwardness in terms of their 
outlook and perception as they are and still wedded to the 
traditional socio-cultural environment which offer little 
scope for their personality development. The womenfolk are 
cirepiared to accep't a secondary status. However, majority of 
the respondents were of the view that as regards to work 
competence they are not less than their male counter parts . 

The opinion of 46,47 per cent respondents revealed that 
they were not oiven adeguats ODDortumt ies in edtica.!- i on , 
employment sna other ecanomi-t; activities wnich resulted in 
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t or 


unequal ofipo r t iin it i es in eauc-ation and eiTipl oyitisnt » It was 
oeneral view of the respiorsdents that illiteracy and ionorance 
are the root causes ot discr iiPina.'- ion aaainst inerr!» Aijout 
half of the respondents reported that they are d i s c r iminated 


in every walk r> f iife.= *he three basic r 
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study found that sotrie of the respondents rftacte discr imination 
between, male and female child in their own household. The 
reason for such attitude was economic rather social and 
cultural. 


Regarding the general status and condition of womenl'oA k 
in comparison to menfolk . about 9S per cent of the 
respondents were of the view that the status and condition of 
females in the society is low*. The view of the respondents 
5 itself a testitriony of the inferior status and poor 
nditioi^ of rural womenfolk in the hill region. The hign 
incidence of drudgery and relative inaccessibility to 

is related to the issue of 
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another t> SrO c- ^'- •:;-•■ -"^ -=:> ■•■ ■■ .•!:- . 

fuaU fcHdar ard «at€.f' ^icH are' also vital requirsmsMVs for 
running the : basic needs of tha family and the hi i vestoek 
Further hill, agriculture is characterised by lo^ rates of 
.turn and high; amount of labour time, the burden of 
mainly borne by the women. Her par t i ci pat i on is 
universal and extends to all sundry activities associated 
v^ith agriculture and livestock. The physical cost that she 
bears is high in comparison to the returns from ag*-icaiture 

and livestock. 


wh 
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lo this can be added the unhospitable terrain and land 
holdings which are characterised by high incidence of 

fragmentation, scattered nature which adds both a time and 
distance dimension to the agrarian problem, uneconomic size, 
lacking moisture and rich soil nutrients and subject to 
frequent erosion due to excess rain or over grazing by 
cattle. Lack of capital formation and investment in 

agriculture has lad to unstableness in family income and 
agricultural output. Further Tseither the Public Cistribution. 
System! (PDS) nor the market iTiechanism have made a 

satisfactory penetration in rural areas of hill region. The 
lack of purchasing ctower and gender discrifFrinat- iors add to 
poor women consumption of these goods. 


work load of womenfolk .is* the agri cult ure couiu be 
reduced to a great extent dv cnanging the cro peeing ps.'. 
and crOD diversification, returning to cash crops ano. 
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distribution and have. compiaCe.-/ ■ 

to hs nroperlv addressed if decasion 
exQOsneous coirsponent .5aa .to ut. j.. j 

^ -a^-o^n^na noi^er of womenfolk have to be improved. 
fTia/Kinci -aind ■ iuargs j.n .i-ny - 

This can be achieved only u?hen the womenfolk are addressed 

properly through an integrated agriculture policy package 
which has a high value* added content through prooer 
involvement of interested researchers, local public, MGGs and 
Voluntary Agencies along with governmental efforts. 

The immaturity and imbalance in occupational structure 
could also be arrested to a great extent through such a 
policy package and that too with the additionai merit of 
integrating womenfolk in such development oriented 

programmes. The livestock scenario at present is 

characterised fay a high number of cattle with low yields. 
The large size of livestock heads implies high •? odder 
requirements and the latter adds to the daily working hours 
of womenfolk. The size of cattle has an ecological dimension 
as high incldsr--e of over-grazing and sail erosion are. 
associated with it,. The quality of cattle needs to be 
improved and its size kept optimal which requires better 
technical support from the veterinary specialists. The 

overall policy intervention in animal husbandry sector couid 
prove a sou-'ce of additional income gensr.atiQn and further 
utilize the latent potential of womenfolk in l-his tielo. in 
terms of less drudgery and more returns per animal. Mew 
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regiors or the womenfolk,. The quality and tgrowth issues of 


such deve 

i o p*m t i Ei 

pE r (_s Q r a mm e s 

need to 

}j S' 

attended 

satisfactor i 

1 y i n 

' transforming 

t radit ionai 

s. o r 1 c ii i. 

ture* ■ to 

borrow the 

title 

from the well 

r e t> u t e d. b o o k 

o 

a 

Sh u i t s , 


While designing agricultural policies, gernier rfiscrimina.t-iQri 




into consideration of 


integrated policy package with the broad objectives of growth 


and equity and bringing womenfolk int 
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in .such ayro-fes- 


units wouJd:, serve tne duel purpose ;Of 

-- and skilts and. also generating 

improving r -i.- - . - . , ^ 

spirit of entrppreneutpnlp aniPn, thp„ „hich i= sadly xackin. 

„ ,,.... \roue in dai'riny on a 

at present . The ;. va^ u« ., -ov.ea - - . ^ . 
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ap-l tapped .■■pro.pes"^"y . 

.. . , j •: ^ r-arit i ves , ausouate ftsarKeling 

The productivity linked incentives, aa 

cr. r i et-i e«i running such 

and distritotional network, womeo soc-e --- 

tKe forward and backward 

srf, ernes cati further strengthen the 

ii„ya„„ i.e.. between agricultur.l and non-adrieuitural 

sertnrs and could dOhtribute to the integration of wo.en ano 
ecanoe,y of the region into aaln stream. The alack eeason can 
be utilized for promoting the cause of women r.i, 
oackaging and processing, agro-processing and pursu..t 
ether non-agrlcultural vocations associated with tapping the 
resource of the region but not ekploiting and piundering t.,e 

?5CqX 

h&lD in accelerating 
Economic indepeisaeni-e woul • P 

+ i._ Etatuo: Or rural wofTisn* 'P 
pace and result in improving th. sta.u. ot 

T- - nd^T-.janhopt the women shoula be given 
• er»a.bxa tn*::??? j=? ..eu.? - 

. . S.ibrinus fields, like, tailoring, 

vocational iraHii'Mj m av.-. z.-u 

. venptaH}^ orowina, ^^uit preservation, 

kitchen gardening- vegcriv^jv- 

v-irtt-inn etc. Vocational 

embroidery, knitting, weaving, 3? - - 

traincng should be imparted to women keeping in view their 
traditions, occupations, leisure time and level of literacy . 
It is also suggested that vocational training avenues may 
decided according to different physiographic setting o* cue 
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strengthened -for better part is:ip>at ion of loxi/ income OF-nops jrt 
econofTiir. -activities* The v^omer!'’ s org-anis-atioT-iS might be 
encouraged to t-ake ' up economic programmes for proviairso seif 
employrft-ent in rura,I areas* 


The occupations.! structure in the rur-a?i -areas of the 
hill region indicates imbalances between the primary, 
secondary and tertiary sectors. The primary sector is 
characterised by high level of dependence in both income and 
employment terms of masses and is the source of agr i cult ural 
drudgery for a majority of womenfolk. The secondary sector 
has remained largely untouched ar?d even the iirfdted amount of 
agrQ~bas6d and small scale ana cottage industries deveiooment 
that h-ss taken pZ-?.ce nave not- yielded the desired income and 
employment returns to majcrity of p*eople both male and 
female. -he ter'l-iary sector shows iaroe incidence of 
migration from rurai ars-as? monopolisation of inccime. 
educational ar»d. smpl oy-ment opportunit ies fay menfolk and 
marginal isation of womenfolk eyeo in social welfare services 
relating to healths, education and enterta.inm-ent . 


The n-atur-sl endowment of the 


e region and' t-he various 


ski l iS or womenT olk coulo be out syn-chroni 


ed better . bv. 


providing adequate infrastructural base and strenq 
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such Mali acala and cottaga based rural industrialisation 

should ,os . identified. 


The scope and advantages of women’s eoucat-ion are 

tremendous. fl small investment in eduoation tan lead to a 

high multiplier effect as it can widen the Hutia-o,- 
womenfolk and alleviate them from their current inferxor 
.ociai status and ignorance. It further enhances their 
decision making power and level of awareness ana maKes tnem 
mare receptive to technological changes which can reduce the 
drudgery further. Thus the invisible drudgery as present in 
the form of low awareness, lack of skill, low status in 
family and small role in outwards affairs, can be rectifi«u to 
great extent. Even active poiitical anu so^ia- 


participation ‘and awareness of womenfolk aemano ^Ui.id,tant j.ai 
doses of education. Two re,medies can be suggested to narrow 
down the educational gap among woman the womenfolk in 
the age group 18-50 years needs to covered better inrougn tne 


adult literacy programme 
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vocation 


raining package to be developed for them through 


active WEOs 


nd concerned government departments? <1x5 at tfiS 


literacy and 


, , , i' ^ -,o y - .-la nf orimarv and secondary 

education need to be oroadenea bo^-h guaii *V - 1\ _.nu 
quantitatively. Lack . of health eaucation anu 


swa,r eness 


.s also an indicator of invisitila driiayery 


assacistdd wit-d wosTisnf'olkn. shi'3 yS-p cars toa rentovaci joiri?.,i.y 
bv governsTiantr a'^arsciss and MGOs by sors-ading a'■^^s.rs^es5 in 'Cne 
rural areas 


she analysis of ^fc-orking pa.t-l.em o-F ‘^ons-esit o ik and. 
orobleff'S of soutward drsadgery associated, is'ith it -and th-e 
status arsd role of hill Mis:<?r>en irs the csorrlsKt of her overall 
.awareness, outlook and oerception thas caotured the oruK of 


’‘visible drudgery’^' and * invisi ole d.^’u.dsisry *■ which ha've .been 
a?, ready hi.ishl isght-ad. in gre.a.t -details in earlier Chanters, 
The suggestions and recomii'endat .ions that have been advanced 
in these concluding pages are based on tne '■ssponses of the 
respondents V'hic.h have besri anelysao and refined from their 
original, crude varsi«;n. They are in the lidht of overall 
policy objectives nave orcsnoted i?5 to undertake this 

study., 


By 'vis5,,b,le drudgery' we imniy the drudgery associated 
wi vh outward -and. inwar-d assiorisients of' woftsenfoik w.hich cause 
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5,‘sd nsai. th orofa eiFiS , -This is the resul t- 


of v^orking dai ly in -agri cultural 


aud livestock related 


activities and arranging the energy and ■■ inf rast 


ructural 


requi rert.-ents of the households. While 'visible driidgery’ has 
been ; . highlighted by m.any resear.chers .and scholars f rorfl this 
region and outside^ few have focussed their concern on the 
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work ratio acts as a serious ninderance to tne dev6lopFri.-nt of 
women’s personality s-nd tser doirsestic axto. outdoor 
status » The issue of tacKling this drudgery has t!*>o 
dimensions tyhich needs serious thoughts These are reiatsd to 
improvement- ,.in primary sector structure activities and 
therebv reducing the high incidence of work in the fields -and 
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agricultural and livestock rel-ated activities 
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The nsKt issue which demarids attention and serious 
thought from the government’s angle is the problem related to 
fuel? fodder and water collection. Ironically this has been 
a neglected affair despite rec>eated attention being drawn 
towards approaching this problem by environmsntali sts ana the 
public of the regions. The energy problem can be solved to a 
great extent by estafai ishinsg micro-hydel projects which can 
cover a large number of villages and such energy can easily 
be tappe>i from sharps falling rivers and gor>ges which h-ave 
continuous flow lof ?-unning water. The development of other 
sources of non— corsventional ersergy should be encour-asieil. The 
improved CO sok stsoves ( imp' rove si chulhas) jjo. intrloducesd in 
tsfB . yxl larges wnisch wxjil not only ■ redusce -the fuelv-vood 
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ipst-aj. lat ion of plants no& 4 s to fas en cou.re.gsd where 

thay are feasible and viable. The most pressing profaiem of 
the hill region is the fuel problem. It has since times 
immsmorial been gathered, by the hill womert. But the large 
scale commercial eKploitation of forests have only added to 
the plight of the rural women as evident by the time and 
distance for procuring the same. The forest cover is being 
gradually eroded due to large scale commercial eKploitation 
of hill forests which though contributes in terms of SDP of 
state but deprives people from this valuable energy asset. 
The afforestation schemes can irsclude replantation of forest, 
plantation of quick growing end high erferqy content species, 
through -" .social ■f'orestry in nearoy villages. Further, at 


places v^here cookirfo gas or rsTosene can be convenisritiy 
transported through better ro-aas, such facilities should be 
made available to the pohlio. 

Another importa.nt housphoid. ciroblerri is the procurement 
of 'v.sater from distant peaces by the womerf folk. To this oate 
no sat i sf .actf o rv solutior? has emerged though some progress is 
evident soma areas. Thus, water from vtfater falis, rivers, 
excess r.ain water c-an be stored by adopting a.-pprapr iate 
technologies and delivery of the same cart some extent solve 
the drinking water problem. 
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Finally., to sum up xt may be c«Qinted out thai. th-a s. =-i^* 
rnment could, introduce a novel scheme through w-hxch r-ie 


hill women may be provided an ideal opportunity to enr., -3,1-;-= 
their social status, their overall personality, xmprov-? 
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and, isFsprovs thsi--’' firianoial cono.ition, 


11 may be recalled that the Central Qovernmerft holds a 
number at' annual fa-irs throucih. swhich t-he work of a.r'Cj,sans is 
promoted effectively,. The SurajkuFid Heia immediately comes 
to mind w’here craftsmen display their work and also put them 
up for ’sale. Besides this, tne Mela is also an at 
for the tourists because of the cultural functions wl 
organised. 

The State Government too can 
initiating a similar Mela eKclusiwsly for the womenfolk of 
the hill region. The women can display their skills irs this 
fair in relation to activities such as tailoring, embroidery , 
weaving, knitting, wood crafts and traditional paint ings 
These products can be on sale along with the other products 
produced fay the women of the hill region at the household and 
cottaoe levels. 
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Esurxng th^r course of the fais' cultural programmes can be 
organised and these will- also include items Dresented fay the 
talented womers from the hill region,,; , inter-"di 5 trict 
coiripetitions can be organised, and prises, for best crafts- 
wo.men initiated with the objective of .bririging out the best 
from, thes.e , woman artisarss, 


the. : , district Tevsi; the, work can he encouraged and 


coordinated with the hslo of ths.NGOs activs 


g m : a oi van area. 



They car* nrgarsise the uiomeTi and se't up their stalls at the 
fair and aiso help them in the p*resent-a:t ion of the . cuitur-al 
pro» 3 raiT«mss , The organisation of the Mela itself can then he 
the res p*ons j. fli i. j, ty . of say the social welfare department of 
state sgovernmsnt I, 
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Moreover? even t*he hill womsr^will iget the •otsportunity t>3 
visit differant- places in the state? come in contact with 
different people and thereby improve their level of 
awarenessa In this way the ®HiII Women's Mela' will have an 
all round impact on the personalities of the women and the 
fair will be a welcome change from their routine life which 
is so monotonus and full of drud'gery. Thus with the help of 
forward and backward linkages through the women part i cl pants 
in these Heias? the awareness among other women in the region 


will be increased 



